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ADVERTISEMENT 
OF TH£ AMERICAN PUBLISHERS. 



IN presenting this eolleetion of the Sermons of Robert 
Hall, the publishers belieye they shall render equal ser- 
Tice to the interests of religion as to the republie of let- 
ters. 

To a mind of the first order, stored with various know- 
ledge, Mr. Hall adds a commanding eloquence, which at 
once informs, persuades, and convinces his readers. What- 
ever subject he takes up he sees it as a whoUf and in the 
same luminous manner in which he sees it himself, he pre- 
sents it to others. It is difficult, which most to admire — 
the force and solidity of his argumentative powers, or the 
rich glow of imagination, shed by his superior genins over 
every page. 

The eflbct which his sermons on infidelity produced, 
during the first paroxisms of the French revolution, is yet 
fresh in the recollections of thousands. Never were the 
pernicious principles, the dangerous tendency, or the ter- 
rible results of the new philosophy 9 so strongly or so justly 
portrayed, as by this great man — ^And perhaps never were 
talents so successfully exerted as 00 that occasion. His 
subsequent productions bear all the marks of his exalted 
powers, and the publishers feel warranted in saying— -that 
whoever reads the sermons of Robert Hall, cannot fail to 
place them among the greatest which any age or country 
has produced. 
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Professing themselves to be wise they became fools st. pavu. 

Sunt qui in fortunx jam casibus, omnia ponant, 

Et nulio credant mundum rectore moveri, 

Natura volvente vices et Uiris, et anni : 

Atque ideo Intrepidi quxcunqiie altaria tangunt jvv. 
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PREFACE. 



THE author knows not whether it be necessary to 
apologize for the extraprdinary length of this ser- 
mon, which so much exceeds the usual limits of 
public discourses; for it is Only for the reader to 
conceive (by a fiction of the imagination, if he pleases 
so to consider it) that the patience of his audience 
indulged him with their attention during its deliv- 
ery. The fact is, not being in the habit of writing 
his sermons, this discourse was not committed to 
paper, till after it was delivered : so that the phrase.* 
ology may probably vary, and the bulk be %owC> 
what extended ; but the substance is certainly 
retained. 

He must crave the indulgence of the religious 
public for having blended so little theologjf with it. 
He is fully aware the chief attention of a christian 
minister should be occupied in explaining the doQ. 
trines, and enforcing the duties, of genuine christi* 
anity. Nor is he chargeable, he hopes, in the exer- 
cise of his public functions, with any remarkable 
deviation from that rule of conduct: yet is Ii^ 
equally convinced, excursions into other topics are 
sometimes both lawful and necessary. The versatiU 
ity of error demands a correspondent variety in the 
nettiods of defending truth : and from whom have 



IV PREFACE. 

the public more right to expect its defence, in op- 
position to thiD encroachments 0f error and infidelity, 
than from those who profess to devote their studies 
and their lives to the advancement of virtue and 
religion ? Accordingly, a maUitnde of publications 
on these subjects, equally powerful in argtMnmt, 
and impressive in manner, have issued from divtitos 
pf diffet^nt persuasions, which must be allowed tq 
have d^ne the utmost honour to the clerical profes-. 
$ion. The most luminous statements of the eviden<- 
ces of Christianity, on historical gnmnds, have been 
made; the petulant eavils of infidels satisfactorily 
refuted ; and their ignorance, if not put to shame^ 
kt least amply exposed ; so that revelation, as far 
as truth and reason eau pn^vail, is on all aided tri- 
nmphant* .- 

I 
There is one point of view, however, in whieh 

the respective systems remain to be examined, 
which, though hitherto little considered, is forced 
upon our attention by the present conduct of onr 
adversaries ; that is, their infiuenee on society. The 
controversy appears to have taken a new turn. -The 
advocates of infidelity, luiffled in the field of argu* 
ment, though nnwilliijig 4q relinquish the contest^ 
have changed tbeif mode of attack ; and seem leas 
disposed to impuga the. authority, than to super- 
sede the use of revealed religion, by giving such 
nrpresentatioBs of Kan and of seeiety as are e&lci|. 
lated ta make its sanetiona app^av unreasooable and 
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snneeeMsary. Tbeir aim is not so mueh to diseredit 
tlie pretensieus of any particQlar religion^ as to set 
aside tlM priaciples common to all. 

To obliterate tbe sense of Deity , of moral sane- 
tiensy and a future* world ; and by these means to 
prepare the way f<ir the total subversion of every in- 
stitation^ both social and religious^ \vbich men have 
been hitherto aecustome^] to revere^ is evidently the 
prineipal object of modern sceptics ; the first so- 
pbistiijwho have avowed an attempt to govern 
the worlds without inculcating the persuasion of a 
superior power. It might well excite our surprize 
to behold an effort to shake off tbe yoke of religion^ 
whicli was totally unknown during the prevalence 
of gross superstition^ reserved for a period of the 
world distinguished from every other by the posses- 
sion of a revelation more pure, perfect, and better 
authenticated than the enlightened sages of antiquity 
ever ventured to anticipate, were we not fully per-,- 
snaded the immaculate lioliness of this revelation is 
precisely that which renders it disgusting to men 
who are determined at all events to retain tlieir 
vices. Our Saviour tnrnisbes the solution : Thptf 
l^ve darkness rather than light^ because their deeds 
are evil : neither will they come to the lights lest 
their deeds should he reproved. 

While all the religions, the Jewish excepted, 
which, previous to the promulgation of Christianity, 
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preTailed in ihe world, partly the contrivance of 
human policy, partly the offspring of ignorant fear, 
mixed with the mutilated remains of traditionary re- 
velation, were favourable to the indulgence of 
some vices, and bat feebly restrained the practice 
of others'; betwixt vice of every sort and in every 
degree, and the religion of Jesns, there subsists an 
irreconcileable enmity, an eternal discord. The 
dominion of Christianity being in the very essence 
of it the domiuion of virtue, we need look no 
farther fdr the sources of hostility in any wbo op- 
pose it, than their attachment to vice and <flsorder. 

This view of the controversy, if it be just, de- 
monstrates its supreme importance ; and furnishes 
the strongest plea with every one with whom it is 
not a matter of indifference whether vice or virtue, 
delusion or truth, govern the world, to exert his 
talents in whatever proportion they are possessed, 
in contending earnestly for the faith once delivered 
to the saints. In such a crisis, is it not best for 
christians of all denominations, that they may bet- 
ter concentrate their forces against the common 
adversary, to suspend for the present their internal 
disputes ; imitating the policy of wise states, who 
have never failed to consider the invasion of an 
enemy as the signal for terminating the contests of 
party ? Internal peace is the best fruit we can reap 
from external danger. The momentous contest at 
issue betwixt the christian church and infidels, may 



itistract US how trivial^ for the most part, are the 
aontroversios of its members with each other ; and 
that the diffSBrent ceremonies, opinions, and prac- 
tices, by which they are distinguished, correspond 
to the variety of featqre and complexion discernible 
in the offspring of the same parent, among whom 
there subsists the greatest family likeness. May 
it please God so to dispose the minds of christians 
of every visible church and community, that 
' Ephraim may no longer vex Judah, nor Judah 
Mphraim ; that the only rivalry felt in future may 
be, who shall most advance the interests of our 
common Christianity ; and the only provocation 
sustained, that of provoking each other to love and 
good works ! When at the distance of mor© than 
half a century, Christianity was assaulted by a 
WooUton^ a Tindal^ and a Morgan^ it was ably sup- 
ported, both by clergymen of the established church, 
and writers among protestant dissenters. The la- 
hours of a Clarke and a Butler were associated 
with those of viBoddridgej a Leland, and a Lardner, 
with such equal reputation and success, as to make 
it evident that the intrinsic excellence of religion 
needs not the aid of external appendages ; but that, 
with or without a dowry, her charms are of suffici- 
ent power to fix and engage the heart 

The writer of this discourse will feel himself hap* 
py, should his example stimulate any of bis bre- 
thren^ of superior abilities, to contribute their exer- 
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timis m so good a cftu«e. His apology for not t$ti# 
iering more at largo ioto the proofi of the being of 
a God,^ and tbe evidences of cbristianity^t ^^^ that 
these subjects have been already handled witbgr^at 
ability by various writers ; and that he wished ra- 
'■ ther to confine hipiself to one view of tiie subject — 
The total incompatibility of sceptieaA princif les with 
the existence of society. Should his life be spared^ 
he may probably, at some future time, enter into a 
fuller and more particular examination of the infidel 
philosophy, both with respect to its speculative 
principles, and its practical efl^eets'; its influencff 
on^ society, and on the individual. In the meaa 
time, he humbly consecrates this discourse to the 
honour of that Saviour, who, when ihe means of a 
more liberal offering are wautiug, commends iho 
widow's mite. 

• See an excellent Sermon on atheism, by the Rev. Mr. EstUn, of Bris- 
tol, at whose meetings the substance of this discourse was firsft preached. 
In the sermon referred to^ the arg-ument for the existence qF a DeKy is 
stated with the utmest clearness and precision ; and the sophistry of 
Dupuia, a French infidel, refuted in a very satisfactorily manner. 

f It is almost superfluous to name a work so universally known as Dr. 
Paley*s Vie-u> oftJie Evidences of Christianity , which is probably, without 
exception, the most clear and satisfactory statement of tlhe historical 
proofs of the christian religion ever exhibited in any aye or country. 

Caxbrjdob, 

Jan. 18. 




SERMON. 



KPHES. CHAP. 2, VERSE 12. 

Withaut God in the World. 

AB tb^ ehrietian ministry is^ established for the 
iDstraction of men, throughout every age, ia truth 
and holiness, it must adapt itself to the ever-shift- 
ing stenes of the moral world, and stand ready to 
repel the attacks of impiety and error, under what- 
ever form they may appear. The church and the 
World form two societies so distinct, and are gov- 
erned by such opposite principles and maxims, that, 
as well from this contrariety, as from the express 
warnings of scripture, true christians must look for 
a state of warfare, with this consoling assurance, 
that the church, like the burning bush beheld by 
Moses in the land of Midian, may be encompassed 
with flames, but will never be consumed. 

When she was delivered from the persecuting 
power of Rome, she only experienced a change of 
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trials. The oppression of external violence was 
followed by the more dangerous and insidious at- 
tacks of internal enemies. The freedom of enquiry 
claimed and asserted at the reformation^ degene- 
rated^ in the hands of men who professed Ae prin- 
ciples without possessing the spirit of the reformers^ 
into a fondness for speculative refinements; and 
consequently into a source of dispute, faction and 
heresy. While protestants attended more to the 
points on which they differed, than to those in 
which they agreed ; while more zeal was employed 
in settling ceremonies and defending subtleties, than 
in enforcing plain revealed truths, the lovely fruits 
of peace and charity perished under the storms of 
controversy. 4 

In this disjointed and disordered state ofthft 
christian church, they who never looked into the 
interior of Christianity were apt to suspect, that to 
a subject so fruitful in particular disputes, must at- 
tach a general uncertainty; and that a religion 
founded on revelation could never have occasioned 
such discordancy of principle and practice amongst 
its disciples. Thus infidelity is the joint offspring 
of an irreligious temper, and unholy speculation, 
employed, not in examining the evidences of Chris- 
tianity, hut in detecting the vices and imperfec- 
tions of professing christians. It has passed 
through 'various stages, each distinguished by 
higher gradations of impiety ; for when men arro- 
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gantly abandon their guide, and wilfully shut their 
eyes on the light of heaven, it is wisely ordained 
that their errors shall multiply at every step, until 
their extravagance confutes itself, and the mischief 
of their principles works its own antidote. That 
such has been the progress of infidelity, will b« 
obvious from a slight survey of its history. 

Lord Herbert, the first and purest of our £n-, 
gUshfree^hinkerSf who flourished in the beginning 
of the reign of Charles the First, did not so much 
impugn the doctrine or the morality of the scrip- 
tures, as attempt to supersede their necessity, by 
endeavouring to shew that the great principles of the 
unity of God, a moral government, and a future 
world, are taught with sufficient clearness by thj 
light of nature. Bolingbroke, and others of his 
successors, advanced much farther, and attempted 
to invalidate the proofs of the moral character of 
the Deity, and consequently all expectations of re- 
wards and punishments ; leaving the Supreme Be- 
ing no other perfections than those which belong to. 
a first cause, or almighty contriver. After him, at 
a considerable distance, followed Hume, the most 
subtle, if not the most philosophical of the deists ; 
who, by perplexing the relations of cause and ef- 
fect, boldly aimed to introduce an universal 
scepticism, and to pour a more than Egyptian dark- 
ness into the whole region of morals. Since his time 
sceptical writers have sprung up in abundance,, and 
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infidelity has aflured multitttdes to itn standard : (be 
young and superficial by its dexterous sophistry, the 
vain by the literary fame of its champions^ and th# 
profligate by the licentiousness of its prineiplea. 
Atheism, the most undisguised, has at length began 
to make its appearance. 

Animated by numbers, and emboldened by suc- 
cess, the infidels of the present day have given a 
new direction to their efforts, and impressed a new 
character on the ever-growing mass of their impkus 
speculators. 

By uniting more closely with each other, by giv- 
ing a sprinkling of irreligion to all their literary pro- 
ductions, they aim to engross the formation of the 
public mind ; and, amidst the warmest professions 
of attachment to virtue, to effect an entii'e disrup- 
tion of morality from religion. Pretending to be 
the teachers of virtue, and the gnides of life, they 
propose to revolutionize the morals of mankind ; to 
regenerate the world, by a process entirely new ; 
and to rear the temple of virtue, not merely without 
the aid of religion, but on the renunciation of its^ 
principles, and the derision of its sanctions. Their 
party has derived a great accession of numbers and 
strength from events the most momentous and as- 
tonishing in the political world, which have divided 
tbe sentiments of Europe betwixt hope and terror ; 
and however tbey may issue, have for the presentj^ 



swelled the ranks of infidelity. So rapidly, indeed^ 
has it advanced since this crisis, that a great majority 
on the continent, and in England a considerable 
proportion of those who ptirsue literature as a pro- 
fessicm,^ may justly be considered as the open or 
disguised abettors of atheism. 

With respeet to the sceptical and religious sys- 
terns, the enquiry at present is not so much which is 
the trtiest in speculation, as which is the mosit use. 
ful in practice ; or, in other words, whether moral- 
ity will behest promoted by considering it as a part 
of a great and comprehensive law, emanating from 
^e will of a supreme, pmnipotent legislator ; or as 
a mere expedient, adapted to our present situation, 
enforced by no other motives, than those which 
arise from the prospects and interests of the present 
state. The absurdity of atheism having been de- 
monstrated so often and so clearly by many eminent 
men, that this part of the subject is exhausted, I 
should hasten immediately to what I have more 
particularly in view, were I not apprehensive a dis- 
course of this kind may be expected to contain some 
statement of the argument in proof of a Deity, which, 
therefore, I shall present in as few and plain words 
as possible. 



* By Uiose who pursue literature as a profession, the author would be 
understood to mean that numerous class of literary m«A wl;io draw their 
principal subsistence irom their writings. 
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When we examine a watch, or any other piece of 
machinery, we instantly perceive marks of design. 
The arrangement of its several parts, and the 
adaptation of its movements to one result, shew it 
to be a contrivance ; nor do we ever imagine the 
faculty of contriving to be in the watch itself, but 
in a separate agent. If we turn from art to nature^ 
we behold a vast magazine of contrivances ; we see 
innumerable objects replete with the most exquisite 
design. The human eye, for example, is formed 
with admirable skill for the purpose of sight, the ear 
for the function of hearing. As in the productions 
of art we never think of ascribing the power of 
contrivance to the machine itself, so we are certain 
the skill displayed in the human structure is not a 
property of man, since he is very imperfectly ac- 
quainted with his own formation* If there be an 
inseparable relation betwixt the ideas of a contri- 
vance and a contriver ; and it be evident^ in regard 
to the human structure, the designing agent is not 
man himself, there must undeniably be some sepa- 
rate invisible being, who is his former. This great 
Being we mean to indicate by the appellation of 
Deity. 

This reasoning admits but of one reply. Why, it 
will be said, may we not suppose the world has al- 
ways continued as it is; that is, that there has been 
a constant succession of finite beings, appearing and 
disappearing on the earth from all eternity ? X an- 
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8wer^ whatever is supposed to have oc<^asioned this 
constant succession^ exclusive of an intelligent cause^ 
will never account for the undeniable marks of de- 
sign visible in all finite beings. Nor is the absurd- 
ity of supposing a contrivance v^ithout a contriver 
diminished by this imaginary succession; but 
rather increased^ by being repeated at every step of 
the series* 

Besides^ an eternal succession of finite beings in- 
volves in it a contradiction, and is therefore plainly 
impossible. As the supposition is made to get quit 
of the idea of any one having existed from eternity^ 
each of the beings in the succession must have be*> 
gun in time ; but the succession itself is eternaL 
We have then the succession of beings infinitely 
earlier than any being in the succession ; or, in 
other words, a series of beings running on, ad infi- 
nitum^ before it reached any particular being, which 
is absurd. 

From these considerations it is manifest there 
must be some eternal Being, or nothing ^ould ever 
have existed : and since the beings which we behold 
bear in their whole structure evident marks of wis- 
dom and design, it is equally certain tliat he who 
formed them is a wise and intelligent agent. 
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To prove tlie unity of this great Beings in oppoii^ 
Hon to a plurality of Gods^ it is not necessary ta 
have recourse to metaphysical abstractions* It ia 
^ suflBeient to observe^ that the notion of more than 
one author of natare is inconsistent with that har* 
mony of design which pervades her works ; that it 
solves no appearances, is supported by no evidence^ 
and serves no purpose^ but to embarrass and perplex 
our conceptions. 

Sach are the proofs of the existence of that great 
and glorious Being whom we denominate God : and 
it is not presumption to say, it is impossible to find 
another truth in the whole compass of morals^ which^ 
according to the justest laws of reasoning, admitt 
of such strict and rigorous demoustration, 

ButI proceed to the more immediate object of this 
-discourse, which, as has been already intimated^ is 
not so much to evince the falsehood of scepticism as 
a theory, as to display its mischievous effects, con- 
trasted with those which result from the belief of a 
Deity, and a future state. The subject, viewed in 
this light, may be considered under two aspects ; 
the influence of the opposite systems on the princi- 
pies of morals, and on the foinoiation of character. 
The first may be styled their direct, the latter their 
equally important, but indirect consequence and 
tendency 
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1. The sceptical^ or irreligious system^ tubverfai 
die whole foandation of morals. It laay be assomed 
as a maxiin^ that no person can be required to act 
contrary to his greatest good, or his highest inter* 
est, comprehensively viewed in relation to the whole 
duration of his being. It is often onr doty to forego 
onr own interest partiaUy, to samfice a smaller 
pleasure for the sake of a greater, to incur a present 
evil in pursuit of a distant good of more conse« 
quence. In a word, to arbitrate amongst interfer* 
ing claims of inclination is the moral arithmetic of 
human life.— -But to risque the happiness of tb^ 
whole duration of our being in any etme wbatever^i 
admitting it to be possible, would be focSish; 
because the sacritce must,^ by the nature of it^ 
be so great as to preclude the possibility of com^ 
pensation. 

As the present world on sceptical principles, ia 
tte only place of recompence, whenever the 
practice of virtue fails to promise the greatest sum 
of present good, cases which often occur in reality, 
a^d much oftener in appewance, every motive to 
virtuous conduct is superseded ; a deviation from 
rectitude becomes the part of wisdom ; and should 
the path of virtue, in additioil to this, be obstructed 
by di^ace, torment or death, to persevere would 
be madnras and folly, and a violation of the first 
and most essential law of nature. Virtue, on these 
prtoeipleiybdngiaBumberlessinstuces at war with 
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self, preservation, never can, or ought to become^ 
a fixed habit of the mind. 

The system of infidelity is not only incapable erf 
arming virtue for great and trying occasions, but 
leaves it unsupported in tlie most ordinary occur- 
rences. In vain will its advocates appeal to a mo- 
ral sense, to benevolence and sympathy. In vain 
will they expatiate on the tranquillity and plea-^ 
sure attendant on a virtuous course ; for it is unde- 
niable that these impulses may be overcome : and 
though you may remind the offender that in disre- 
garding them he has violated his nature, and that 
a ' conduct consistent with them is productive of 
much internal satisfaction ; yet if he reply that his 
taste is of a different sort, that there are oth^r 
gratifications which he values more, and that every . 
man must choose his own pleasures, the argument 
is at an end. 

Hewards and punishments^ awarded by omnipo- 
tent power, afford a palpable and pressing motive 
which can never be heglecited without renounciog 
the character of a ratfoiial creatitre : but tadtes and 
relishes are not to be prescribed. 

A motive in which the reason of man shall acqui- 
esce, enforcing the practice of virtue at all times and 
seasons, enters into the very essence of ijnoral obli- 
^tion. Modern infidelity supplies no such jno-. 



llf^ : it is therefore essentially and infallibly ^ 
system of enervation^ turpitude and vice. 

, This chasm in the construction of morals can 
only be supplied by ttfo firm belief of a rewarding 
and avenging Deity, who binds duty and happi« 
m^ft^ though they, may seem distant, in an indisso** 
Juble chain ; without which, whatever usurps the 
name of virtue, is not a principle, but a feeling } 
sot a determinate rule, but a fluctuating expedient^ 
varying with the tastes of individuals, iv^d chang* 
ing with tl^ scenes of life, 

^or is this the only way in which infidelity sub- 
Terts the foundatioa of morals. All reasoning on 
morals pre-supposes a distinction between inclina^ 
tjons imd duties, affections and rules. The former 
prompt ; the latter prescribe. The former supply 
motives to action ; the latter regulate and control 
it. Hence it is evident, if Virtue have any just claim 
t0 authority, it must be under the latter of these no- 
tions ; tliat is under the character of a law. It is 
under this notion, in fact, that its dominion has ever 
been. acknowledged to be paramount and supreme. 

But, without the intervention of a superior will, it 
is impossible there, should be any moral laws, except 
in the lax meia[>horical sense in which we speak of 
the laws of matter and motion. Men being essen* 
tially equal, morality is, on these priucipUs, only a 



stipulation^or silent compactt into wbieb %vwy iil^ 
vidual is supposed to enter, as far as suits his eo^* 
renience^ and for the breach of which be is aecoonU 
kble to nothing but his own mind. Hli own mind 
is bis law^ his tribunal, and bis judge ! 

Two eonseguences, the most disastrons t^ sod*/ 
ety, will inevitably follow the general prevalenee of 
this system; the frequent perpetration of ^eaft 
crimes^ and the total absence of great virtues. 

1. In those conjunctures which tempt avarice or 
inflame ambition^ when a crime flatters with the 
prospect of impunity, and the certainty of immense 
advantage, what is to restrain an atheist from ite , 
commission ? To say that remorse will deier hijOf. 
is absurd : for remorse, as distingaished from pity^ 
is the sole offspring of religious belief, the extine* 
tion of which is the great purpose of the infldel 
philosophy/ 

The dread of punishment, or infamy, from his 
fbllow-ereatures, will be an equally ineffectual bar- 
rier; because crimes are only committed under 
such circumstances as suggest the hope of conceal- 
ment : not to say that crimes themselves will soon 
lose their infamy and their horror, under the influ* 
ence of that system which destroys the sanctity of 
Ttrtue, by converting it into a low calculation of 
worldly interestw Here the sense of an ever-present 
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fiukr^ anil of an avettging Jfudge, is of the most a\r^ 
fill and iodigp^tisable necessity ; as it is that alont 
which impresses on all crimes the chilracter o{ folly, 
liiews that duty and interest in every instance coin* 
tide, and that the most prof^perous career of vice^ 
the most brilliant successes of criminality, are but 
mkneciimUlatidn of wrath against the day of wrath. 

As th« frequent perpetration of great crimes is an 
inevitable coiisequehce of the diffusion of sceptical 
principles ; so, to understand this consequence in 
its full extent, we must look beyond their immedi- 
ate effects, and consider the disruption of social 
ties, the destjpoction of confidence, the terror, suspi. 
cidn and hatred, which must prevail in that state of 
•oeiety in Which barbarous deeds are familiar. 
The toranquillity which pervades a well-ordered 
community, and the mutual good offices which bind 
its members togisther, is founded on an implied con- 
ftdence in the disposition to annoy ; in the justice^ 
humanity, and moderation of those among whom 
we dwell. So that the worst consequence of crimes 
is, that they impair the stock of public charity and 
general tenderness. The dread and hatred of our 
species would infallibly be grafted on a conviction 
that we were exposed every moment to the surges 
pf an unbridled ferocity, and that nothing but the 
power of the magistrate stood between us and the 
daggers of assassins. In such a state, laws, deri* 



'Though it in confessed great and splendid^ 
actions are not the ordinary employment of life, but 
must, from their nature, be reserved for high and^ 
eminent occasions ; yet that system is essentially 
defective which leaves no room for their cnltivation* 
They are important, both from their immediate ad* 
vantage and their remoter influence. ^ They often 
save, and always illustrate, the age and nation iit 
which they appear. They raise the standard of 
morals; they arrest the progress of degeneracy; 
they diffuse a lustre ovet the path of life; monu- 
ments of the greatness of the human soul, they pre- 
sent to the world the august image of virtue in her 
sublimest form, from which streams of light and 
glory issue to remote times and ages ; while their 
commemoration, by the pen of historians and poets, 
awakens in distant bosoms the sparks of kindred 
excellence. 

Combine the frequent and familiar perpetration of 
atrocious deeds with the dearth of great and gener* 
ous actions, and you have the exact picture of that 
condition of society which completes the degrada* 
tion of the species : the frightful contrast of dwarfish 
virtues and gigantic vices, where every thing good 
is mean and little, and every thing evil is rank and 
luxuriant: a dead and sickening uniformity pre- 
vails, broken only at intervals by volcanic eruptions 
of anarchy and crime. 
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H. Hithertd we have considered the inflqenee of 
scepticism on the prineiples i^ virtue ; and have 
endeavoured to shew that it despoils it of its dignity^ 
and lays its anthority in the dust Its influence on 
the formation of character remains to be examined. 
The actions of men ate oftener determined by their 
character than their interest : their conduct takes 
its colour more from their acquired taste^ inclina- 
tilona^ and habits, than from a deliberate regard to 
their greatest good. It is only on great occasions 
the mind awakes to take an extended survey of her 
whole course, and that she suffers the dictates of 
reason to impress a new bias upon her movements. 
The actions of each day are, for the most part^ 
Unks which follow each other in the chain of cus- 
tom. Hence the great effort of practical wisdom is 
to iml^ue the mind with right tastes^ affections, and 
habits ; the elements of character, and masters of 
action. 

The exclusion of a Supreme Being, and of a su- 
pjBrintending providence, tends directly to the des- 
truction of moral taste. It robs, the universe of all 
finished and consummate excellence even in idea. 
The admiration of perfect wisdom and goodness 
fpr which we are formed, and which kindle such un« 
speakable rapture in the soul, Jlnding in the regions 
of sceptic^m nothing to, which it corresponds^ 
droops and languishes. In a world which presents 
a fair spectacle of order and beauty, of a vast family 
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Hoarished and supported by ah almighty Parent ; 
id a world which leads the devout mind, step hf 
ttep, to the contemplation of the first fair and the 
jlrst good, the sceptic is encompassed with nothing 
but obscurity, meanness, and disorder. 

When we reflect on the manner in which thfe 
idea orDeity is formed, we must be convinced that 
such an idea intimately present to the mind, tnust 
have a most powerful effect in refining the moral 
taste. Composed of the richest elements, it em- 
braces^ in the character of k beneficent Parent and 
almighty Ruler, whatever is venerable in wisdom^, 
whatever is awful in authority, whatever is touch'- 
ing in goodness. 

Human excellence is blended with many imper* 
fections^ and seen nnder many limitations. It ib 
beheld only in detached and separate portions, 
nor ever appears in any one character whole and 
entire. So that when, in imitation of the Stoics, 
we wish to form out of these fragments the notion 
of a perfectly wiser and good man, wfe know it is * 
mere fiction of the mind, without any real being in 
whom it is embodied and realized. In the belief 
of a Deity, these conceptions are reduced to a real- 
ity : the scattered rays of an ideal excellence ate 
concentrated, and become the real attributes of that 
Being with whom we stand in the nearest Tclatien^ 
who sits supreme at the head of the universe, k 
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Th6 eftMoy of these sentiments ia produeing 
imd Augmenting t virtumm taste will indeed be pra^ 
{KirticRied to tl^ vividness with whieh they are 
formed, and the frequency with which they near; 
yet some benefit will not fiul to result from them 
even in their lowest degree. 

The idea of th^ Stipreme Being has this peculiar 
property ; that^ as it admits of no substitute, so^ 
from the first moment it is impressed, it is capable 
of continual growth and eidargement. God him'* 
self is Immutable ; but our conception of his char* 
acter is condnually receiving fresh accessions, is 
eontinually growing more extended and refulgent, 
by having transferred upon it new perceptions of 
beauty and goodness ; by attracting to itself, as a 
centre, whatever bears the impress of dignity, or- 
der or happiness. It borrows splendour from all 
that is fair^ subordinates to itself all that is great, 
and sits enthroned on the riichea of the universe. 

As the object of worship will always be, in a 
degree^ the object of imitation, hence arises a fixed 
standard of moral excellence ; by the contempla- 
tion of which the tendencies to eorruption are coun- 
teracted, the contagion of bad example is checked, 
and human nature rises above its natural level. 



When tlie knowledge of €bd was loit. ki ite 
worlds just ideu of Tirtue and moral obl^afi^ 
disappeared along with it. Bow is it to be otber^ 
wise aeeouttted for, tbaiinibe polisji^ nations^ 
Mid in the enlightened times of pagan antiquity^ ik^ 
most unnatural lusts and detestable impurities were 
met <mly loleri^d in private life^^ but eiM;ered into 
religion^ and formed a material part of pablie wor.* 
ship ;t while among the >Jews9 ^ people soi mmk 
inferior in every other branch of knowledge^ tke 
same vices were regarded with horror? 

* * ' * , ■ ■ ' ' • 

The reason, is this : The true ebaraoter of God 
was unknowfito the JTormer^ which by the light ^f 
divine revelation was imparted to the latter. Thb 
former cast their deitiea in the moidd of their 0W9 



* It 18 worthy of observation, t^at tke ekgantand |)bilo60ilbic Xemt- 
phon, in delineatinj: the piodel of a perfect prince in the character of 
Cyrus, introduces a Mede who had formed an unnatural passion for his 
hero ; and relates the incident in a lirely, festive humour, without being 
" in the least conscious of ^ny indelicacy attached to it.— What must be 
the state of manners in a country where a circumstance of this kind, 
feigpoed, no doubt, by way of ornament, finds a place in such a work ? 
Cyri Inatit. Lib. 1. * 

Deinde nobis qui eoneedentibus pMloaopMi anHgtna, adolescentulis de» 
ketamur etiam vitia sa^pe jucunda f ipt Cicero de ^^tf Dep..JUb, 1. 

f — — ^am quo non prostatf anuria templo. juv. 

The impurities practised in the worship of Isis, an Egyptian deity, 
xose to such a he^ht in the reign of Ti^eriusy liiat ^hat profligate prince 
thought fit to prohibit her worship, and at the same time inflicted on 
her priests the punishment of crucifixion. Joseph, AnHqxUt. Judaic. 
^.18. 



took of the vices {tod d^ects of their worshippiers* 
To the latter, no scope was left for the waailer* 
ings of faaeyj but a^pore a&d perfect vk%i»\ was 
f^eacribed. 

False weA corrupt, howev^, as was the religke 
of &e pagans; (if it deserve the nane) aQd defei^ 
^e, and oft!&n yieions, as was the character of their 
imaginary deitiies, it was still better for the world 
for the void of knowledge to be filled with these, 
than abandoned to a total scepticism ; for if both 
aystems ave ^ually false, they are not equally 
Iperaicious* When the fictions of heathenisin con- 
aeerated the memoiy of Its legislators and heroes, 
it invested theii^ for the moat part witb those quali* 
ties which were in the greatest repute. They were 
supposed to possess in the highest degree the vii*. 
tues in which it was most honourable to excel ; 
and to be the witnesses, approvers and patrons of 
those perfections in others, by which their own 
character was chiefly distinguished. Men saw, or 
rather fancied they saw, in th^^e supposed deities, 
th^^jualities they most admired, dilated to a larger 
size, moving in a higher sphere, and associated 
with the power, dignity, and happiness of superior 
natures. With such ideal models before them, 
and conceiving themselves continually acting under 
the eye of such spectators and judges, they felt a 
real elevation; their eloquence became more im- 



pi^siiiaiied^ their paMo&m lofluiedy aad Umit ^w* 
Mge exalted. 

ReTelaticHi^ by displaying, tbe tra« , ebaraeter of 
God, affords a pare aod perfect standard of virtae^ 
heathenism^ one in many respects defective and vi- 
cious ; the fashionable scepticism of the {Msent 
day^ which exclii^sthe belief of i^U rapm^i^^pow* 
ers, affords no standard at all. Human nature 
knoi^s nothing better or hi^ber i than itself* All 
above and ariMind it being shrouded in darkness^ 
and tbe prospect conined to the tame realities of 
life^ virtue has no room upwards to expand; n^r 
are any exoursions permitted into thai unsee^ 
world; the true element of the great and good^ 1^ 
which it is fortified with motives'eqQally eaUulateii 
to satisfy tbe reason^ to delight Uie fanoy^ and to 
impress the heart. 

III. Modern infidelity not only tends to eorrapt 
the mord taste ; it also promotes the growth id 
those vices which are the most hostile to social liap- 
|dness. Of all the #ices incident to human nature^ 
the most destructive to society^ are vanity^ ferocity^ 
and unbridled sensuality ; and these are precisely 
the vices which infidelity is calculated to cherish* 

That the love^ fear^ and habitual contemphUion 
of a Being infinitely exalted^ or in other wwds^ 
devotion^ is adapted to promote a sober and mode* 
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nrte' estimate *t>f oor own exeelletades, is ineontes*^ 
tible ; Hor is it less evident that the exclusion of 
such sentiments must be favourable to pride. The 
eriminatity of 'pride wiH, perhaps/ be less readily 
aidmitted ; for though there is no vice so opposite to 
tlie spirit of Christianity, yet there is none which^ 
even in the christian world, has, under various pre- 
tences^ been treated with so much indulgence. 

There is, it will be eonfossed, a delicate sensi- 
bility to character, a sober desire of reputation, a 
wish to possess the esteem of the wise and good, 
felt by the purest minds, and which is at the farth- 
est remove from arrogance or vanity. The humility 
of a noble mind scarcely dares to approve of itself, 
until it has f«Bcured the approbation of others. Very 
different is thai restless desire of distuiction, that 
passion for theatrical display, which inflames the 
hea^t and occupies the whole attention of vain men. 
T^^ of all the passions, is the most unsocial, avarice 
itself not excepted. The reason is plain. Property 
is a kind of good which may be more easily attained^ 
and is capable 'of more minuted subdivisions than 
fame. In the pursuit of wealth, men are led by an 
attendos to their own interest to promote the wel- 
fare of each otlber ; tiiieir advantages are reciprocal ; 
the benefi:ts which each is anxious to acquire for 
bimstelf he reaps in the greatest abundance fi^m the 
union and conjunction of society. The pursuits of 
vanity are 4)uite eontrary. The portion of time and 



attentioii mankind are willing to s^aM fcom^th^^ 
avoeiUions and pleasures to devote to the admira^ 
tlon of each other is so small, that every successful 
adventurer is felt to have impaired the eommon 
stock. The success of one is the disappointment, 
c^ multitudes. For though there be many rich, 
many virtuoiis, many wise men^ fame must necessa- 
rily be the portion of but few. Hence every vain 
man, every man in whom vanity is, the ruling pas- 
sion, regarding his rival as hisenemy, is strongly 
tempted to rejoice in his miscarriage^ and repine ai 
his succe3S. 

Besides, as the passions are seldom aeen in a. 
simple, unmixed state, so vanity, when it succeeds^ 
degenerates into arrogance : when it is disappointed 
(and it is often disapponted) it is exasperated into 
malignity, and corrupted into envy. In this stage 
the vain man commences a determined misanthro^ 
pist. He detests that excellence which he cannot 
reach. He detests his species, and longs to be re- 
venged for the unpardonable injustice he has sus- 
tained in their insefisibility to his merits. He lives 
upon the calamities of the world ; the vices and 
miseries of men are his element and his food. Vir- 
tue, talents, and genius^ are his natural enemies^ 
which he persecutes with instinctive eagerness, and 
unrelenting hostility. There are who doubt the 
existence of such a disposition; but it certainly 
issues put of the dregs of disappoiikted vanity : it 



^s^aM whieh taints and vitiates tbe wbele cbatac- 
ter wherever it prevails. It forms the hejwt to 
such a profound indifference to the welfare of 
tythers^ that whatever appearances he may assume^ 
or boW€v«r wide the circle* of his seemibg virtues 
may extend^ yon will infallibly find the vain man is 
his own centre. Attentive only to himself, absorbed 
in the contemplation of his own perfections, instead 
of feeling tenderness for bis fellow creatures, as 
members of the same family, as btings with whom 
he id appointed to act, to suffer, and to sympathize ; 
he considers life as a stage on which he is perform- 
ing a part, and mankind in no other light than spec- 
tators. Whether he i^miles or frowns, whether his 
path is adorned with the rays of beneficence, or bis 
steps are dyed in blood, an attention to self is the 
spring of every movement, and the motive to which 
every action is referred. 

His apparent good qualities lose all their worth, 
by losing all that is simple, genuine, and natural : 
they are even pressed into the service of vanity, 
and become the means of enlarging its power. The 
truly good man is jealous over himself, lest tbe no- 
toriety of his best actions by blending itself with 
their motive, should diminish their value ; the vain 
man performs the sarne actions for the sake of that 
notoriety. The good man quietly discharges his 
duty, and shuns ostentation ; the vain man consi- 
ders every good deed lost that is not publicly dis^- 

6 
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played. The one is intent upon realities, the other 
upon semblances : the one aims to be virtuous, the 
bther to appear so. 

Nor is a mind inflated with vanity more disqua- 
lified for right action than just speculation/ or bet- 
ter disposed to the pursuit of truth than the praetiee 
of virtue. To such a mind the simplicity of truth 
is disgusting. Careless of the improvenlent of man- 
kind, and intent only upon astonishing with the 
appearance of novelty, the glare of paradox will be 
preferred to the light of truth 5 opinions will be 
embraced, not because, they are just, but because 
they are new : the more flagitious, the morie subver* 
fiive of morals, the more alarming to the wise and 
good, the more welcome to men who estimate their 
literary powers by the mischief they proituce, and 
who consider the anxiety and terror they impress 
as the measure of their renown, ^rnth is simple 
and uniform, ^hile error may be infinitely varied ; 
and as it is one thing to start paradoxes, and an- 
other to make discoveries, we need the less wonder 
at the prodigious increase of mo\lern philosophers. 

We have been so much accustomed to consider 
extravagant self estimation merely as a ridiculous 
quality, that many will be surprised to find it treated 
as a vice pregnant with serious mischief to society. 
But, to form a judgment on its iufluence on the man- 
ners and happiness of a nation^ it is necessary only 
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tf^ look at its effects in a family; for bodies of men 
are only epUections of individuals, and the great- 
est nation is nothing more than an aggregate of a 
number of families. Conceive of a domestic circle, 
in wWch each member is elated with a most extrav- 
agant option (>f himself, and a proportionable con- 
tempt of every other; is full of little contrivances 
io catch i|iplause, and whenever he is not praised 
is sullen apd disappointed. What a picture of dis- 
union, disgust, and animosity would such a family 
present ! How utterly would domestic affection be 
extinguished, and all the purposes of domestic soci- 
ety be defeated ! The general prevalence of such 
dispositions must be accompanied by an equal pro- 
portion of general misery. The tendency of pride 
to produce strife and hatred is sufficiently apparent 
.from the pains men have been at to construct a sys- 
. tern of politeness which is nothing more than a sort 
of mimic humility, in which. the sentiments of an 
offensive self-estimation are so far disguised and 
suppressed as to make them compatible with the 
fipirit of fociety ; such a mode of behaviour as would 
naturally result from an attention to the apostolic 
injunction : Let nothing be done through strife or 
vainglory; butf in lowliness ofmind,let each esteem 
ether better than themselves. But if the semblance 
be of such importance, how much more useful the 
reality ! If the mere garb of humility be of such 
indispensable necessity that without it society could 
not subsist, how much better still would the bar- 



inoey of the wdrld tie presiflrred^ welfe thi ^eottde^ 
ficeofiioD, deference^ and respect, sa atadioitsly ^»« 
played^ a true pictulre of the heart ? 

The same restless and eager vanity llrhich dk«> 
tarbs a family, when it is permitted in a great im^ 
tional crisis to mingle with political affiiirs, distraetd 
a kingdom ; infusing into those entrusted with th# 
enaction of laws a spirit of rash innovation and 
daring empiricism, a disdain of the estitblished 
usages of m/nkind, a foolish desire to diuszle tiitf 
world witb new and untried systems of policy, hi 
which the precedents of antiquity and the experi* 
ence of ages ate only consulted to be trodden nn^ 
der foot ; and into the executive departmeatof gov* 
ernmeut, a fierce contention for pre-eminence, an 
incessant struggle to supplant and destroy, with a 
propensity to calumny and suspicion^ prmcriptioa 
and massacre. 

We shall suflfer the most eventful season evet 
witnessed in the affairs of inen to pass over our 
heads to very little purpose, if we fail to leUrn from 
it some awful lessons on the nature and progress 
of the passions. The true light in which the French 
revolution ought to be contemplated is that of a 
grand experiment on human nature. Among the 
various passions which that revolution has so strik- 
ingly displayed, none is more conspicuous than 
vanity ; nor is it less difficulty without adverting ta 



«b^ Dtttoilal i&tettactei^ of the pMplt, to ateottnt tot 
its^^xdrMtdiatry pr^domiiiance. Political power^ 
the most seducing object of ambitian, never before 
eirculated through so many hands-: the prospect of 
jpossessing It Was heverbefore presented to 86 many 
teiods. Multitudes who, by their birth and educa- 
Hf^, and not'ulhfrequently by their talents, seemed 
d«€ttii^d to perpetual obscurity, where by the alter- 
uMit rise and {all of parties, elevated into distinc 
tion, and shared in the functions of government. 
Tk6 short^lii^d forms of power and office glided 
With sueh rapidity through successive ranks of de* 
gradation, from the court to the very dregs of the 
populace, that they seemed rather to solicit accept- 
ance than to be a prize contended for.^ Yet, as if 
Was impessfUe for all to possess authority, though 
none were willing to obey, a general impatience to 
bmak tlie ramks and rush into the foremost ground, 
maddened and infuriated the nation, and over- 
whelmed law, order, and civilization, with the vio- 
lence of a torrent. 

tf such be the mischiefs both in public and pri- 
rate life resulting from an excessive self-estimation, 
it remfains next to be considered whether providence 
bas supplied any medicine to correct it : for as the 
reflettiim on excelleiicies, whether real or imagin- 



£quo pulsat pede pauperum tabernas 



Hegumque turre9. Hob. 
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nryf is always attended with pleasure to tbe poft» 
•essor, it is a disease deeply seated in our nature. 

Suppose there were a great and glorious Being 
always present with us, who had given us existence 
with numberless other blessings, and on whom we 
depended each instant, as well for every present' 
enjoyment as for every future good ; suppose. again 
we had incurred the just displeasure of such a 
Being by ingratitude and disobedience, yet that in 
great mercy he had not cast us off, but had assured 
us he was willing to pardon and restore us on our 
humble intreaty and sincere repentance ; say, would 
not an habitual sense of the presence of this Beings 
self-reproach for having displeased him, 4ud an 
anxiety to recover his favour be the most effectual 
antidote to prid^ ? But such are the leading dis- 
coveries made by the christian revelation, and )such 
the dispositions which a practical belief of it in- 
spires. 

Humility is the first fruit of religion. In the 
mouth of our Lord there is no maxim so frequent 
as theibllowing : Whosoever exalteth himself shall 
be abased 9 and he that humbleth himself shall be ex- 
alted. Religion, and that alone, teaches absolute 
humility ; by which I mean a sense of our absolute 
nothingness in the view of infinite greatness and 
excellence. That sense of inferiority which results 
from the comparison of men with each other, is of- 
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ten an nnwelcome sentiment forced npon the mlnd^ 
'Which may rather embitter the temper than soften 
it : that which devotion impresses is soothing and 
delightfaL The devout man loves to lie low at the 
footstool of bis Creator, because it is then he attaint 
the most lively perceptions of th^ divine excellenc^^ 

• and the most tranquil confidence in the divine fa- 
vour. In so august a presence he sees all distinc- 
tions lost, and all beings reduced to the same 
level. ' He looks at his superiors without envy, and 
bis inferiors without. contempt : and when from this 
elevation he descends to mix in society, the convic* 
tion of superiority, which must in many instances 
be felt, is a calm inference of the understanding, 

<and no longer a busy, importunate passion of the 
heatt. « 

The wicked (says the Psalmist) through the pride 
of their countenaricey trill not seek after God: 
God is not in all their thoughts. When we consider 
the incredible vanity of the atheistical sect, toge- 
ther with the settled malignity and unrelenting ran-, 
courv with which they pursue every vestige of reli- 
gion, is it umcandid to suppose that its humbling 
tendency is one principal cause of their enmity ; 
that they are eager to displace a Deity from the 
minds of men, that they may occupy the void ; to 
crumble the throne of the Eternal into dust, that 
tbey umy elevate themselves on its ruins ; and that 
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M their licsntlousnesfl is impatiefit of restraint^ «o 
iheir pride disdains a superior ? 

We mentioned a ferocity of character as one effect 
of sceptical impiety. It is an inconvenience attend- 
ing a controversy with those with whom we have 
few principles in common^ that we are often in dan- 
ger of reasoning inconclusively, for the want of its 
being clearly known and settled what, onr opponents 
admit, and what they deny. The persons, for ex- 
ample, with whom y/e are at present engaged, have 
discarded humility and modesty from the catalogue 
of virtues ; on which account we have employed the 
more time in evincing their importance : but what- 
ever may be thought of humility as a virtue, it surely 
will not be denied that inhumanity is a most detest- 
able vice / a vice, however, which scepticism has a 
most powerful tendency to inflame. 

As we have already shewn that pride hardens the 
heart, and that religion is the only effectual antidot^^ 
the connexion between irreligion and inhumanity 
is in this view obvious. But there is another light 
in which this part of the subject may be viewed, in 
my humble opinion, much more important, though 
seldom adverted to. The supposition that man 
is a moral and accountable being, destined to sur- 
vive the stroke of death, and to live in a future world 
in a never-ending state of happiness or misery, 
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makes him a creature of incomparably more conse- 
quence than the opposite supposition. When we 
consider him as placed here by an almighty Ruler 
in a state of probation^ and that the present life is 
his period of trial, the first liqk in a vast and inter- 
minable chain which stretches into eternity, he as- 
sumes a dignified character in our eyes. Every 
thing which relates to him becomes interesting; 
and to trifle with his happiness is felt to be the most 
unpardonable levity. If such be the destination of 
man, it is evident that in the qualities which fit him 
for it his principal dignity consists : his moral great- 
ness is his true greatness. Let the sceptical prin- 
cipals be admitted, which represent him, on the 
contrary, as the offspring of chance^ connected with 
no superior power, and sinking into annihilation at 
death, and he is a contemptible creature, whose ex- 
istence and happiness are insignificant* The cha- 
racteristic difference is lost betwixt him and the 
brute creation, from which he is no longer distin- 
guished, except by the vividness and multiplicity of 
his perceptions. 

If we refiect on that part of our nature which 
disposes us to humani^ty, we shall find that, where 
we have no particular attachment, our sympathy 
with the sufferings, and concern for the destruction 
of sensitive beings, is in proportion to their sup- 
posed importance in the general scale ; or, in other 
words,, to their supposed capacity of enjoyment. 

« 



We feel^ for example^ much more at witne&rsing the 
destruction of a man than of an inferior animal, be- 
cause we consdder it as involving the extinction of 
a much greater sum of happiness. For the same 
reason, he who would shudder at the slaughter of a 
large animal, will see a thousand insects perish 
without a pang. Our sy m pathy with the calamities 
of our fellow* creatures is adjusted to the same pro- 
portions : for we feel ipore powerfully affected with 
the distresses of fallen greatness, than With equal or 
greater distresses sustained hy persons of inferior 
rank ; because, having been accustomed to associate 
with an elevated station^ the idea of superior hap- 
piness, the loss appears the greater, and the wteck 
more extensive* But the disproportion in import- 
ance betwixt man and the meanest insect, is not so 
gi^at as that which subsists betwixt man consid- 
ered as mortal tLJid as immortal; that is, betwixt man 
as he is represented by the system of scepticism^ 
and that of divine revelation : for the enjoyment 
of the meanest insect beiirs scwe proportion, though 
a very small one, to the present happiness of man ; 
but the happiness of time bears none at all to that 
of eternity. The sceptical system, therefore, sinks 
the importance of human existence to an inconceiv- 
able degree. 

From these principles results the following im- 
portant inference — ^that to extinguish human life by 
the band of violence, must be quite a diferent thing 
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in the tyes^ oi a sceptic from M^hat it is in those of a 
christian. With the sceptic it is nothing more than 
diverting the course of a little red fluid^ called 
blood ; it is merely lessening the number by one of 
mfuiy millions of fugitive contemptible creatures. 
The christian sees in the same event an accountable 
being cot. off from a state of probation^ and hurried^ 
perhaps unprepared^ into the presence of his Judge^ 
to hear that iinal^ that irrevocable sentence^ which 
is to fix him forever in an unalterable condition of 
felicity or woe. The former perceives in death 
nothing but its physical circumstances ; the latter is 
iminressed with the magnitude of its moral conse- 
quences. It is the moral relation which man is 
supposed to bear to a superior power^ the awful idea 
of accountability^ the influence which his present 
dispositions and actions are conceived to have upon 
his eternal destiny^ more than any superiority of 
intellectnal powers abstracted from these consid- 
erations^ which invest him with such mysterious 
grandeur^ and constitute the firmest guard on the 
sanctuary of human life. This reasoning, it is true, 
serves more immediately to shew how the disbelief 
of a future state endangers the security of life ; but 
though this be its direct consequence, it extends by 
analogy much farther, since he who has learned to 
sport with the lives of his fellow-creatures will feel 
but little solicitude for their welfare in any other 
instance ; but, as the greater includes the less, will 



easily pass from tlm to all the infedw ^radatierak 
of barbarity » 

As the advantage of the armed over the unarmed 
is not seen till the moment of attack, so in that tran*. 
quil state of soeieiy, in which law and order main- 
tain their ascendency, it is not perceived, perhaps 
not even suspected, to what an alarming degree the 
principles of modern infidelity le^ve us naked and 
defenceless. But let the state be convulsed, lefc 
the mounds of regular authority be once overfiowed^ 
and the still small voice of law drowned in the temp- 
est of popular fury, (events which recent experi- 
ence shews to be possible) it will then be seen that 
atheism is a school of ferocity ; and that having 
taught its disciples to consider mankind as little- 
better than a nest of insects, they will be prepared 
in the fierce conflicts of party to trample upon them 
witiiout pity, and extinguish them withmit rem(»»e. > 

It was lato^ before the atheism of Bpicunis gain- 
ed footing at Rome; but its prevalence was soon fol-. 
lowed by such scenes of proscription, eonflscatien 
and blood, as were then unparalleled in the history 
of the world ; from which the republic being never 
able to recover itself^ after many unsuccessful stmg* 

* Neque enim asseatior iis <;^ui fuec nuper disserare coeperunt cun\ 
corporibus simul animos interrire atque omnia morte dcleri. Cicero de 
Jtmicitia, 



gto6/«ulmiig6cl liberty fOT repose^ I^ submission Ui 
absolute power. Such were tbe effects of atheism 
at Rome. An attempt has been recently made to 
establish a similar system in France^ the conse- 
qneBces of which are too well known to render it 
laqnisita for me to shock yo^r feelings by a recital. 
The only doubt that can arise is^ wheAer the bar- 
barities which have stained the revolution in that 
unhappy country are justly chai^able on the prev- 
alence of atheism* Let those who doubt of this, 
recollect that the men who^ by their aetivity and 
talents prepared the minds of the people for that 
great change — Voltaire^ S^Membert^ JHderotf 
MousseaUf and others^ were avowed enemies of rev- 
elation; and ia all their writing the diffusion o£ 
scepticism and r^volution^ury primsiples went hand* 
in hand i that the fury of the mo»t sanguinary par- 
ties was especially pointed against the christian 
priesthood and religious iiratitutions; without cmce 
pretending, like other persecutors, to execute the 
vengeance of 6^ (whose name they never men- 
tioned) upon his enemies; thatthek atrocities were 
committed witii a wanton levity and brutal merri- 
ment ; that the reign of atheism was avowedly and 
expressly the r«ign of terror ; that in the full madness 
of their career, in the highest climax of their hor- 
rors, they shut up the temples of God, abolished his 
worship, and proclaimed death to be an eternal 
sleep ; as if, by pointing to the silence of the sepul- 
ehre^ and the sleep of the dead, these ferocious bar- 



iMiiftM meant to apokgize for leaving matlier «le^^ 
quiet^ nor repose to the living. 

As the heathens fabled that Minerva issued full '^ 
armed from the bead of Jupiter, so no sooner were- 
the speculations of atlieistical philosophy matured^ 
than they gave birth to a ferocity which converted 
the most polished jieople in Europe, into a horde 
of assassins ; the seat of voluptuous refinement^ of 
pleasure and of arts^ into a theatre of blood. 

Having already shewn that the principles of infi* 
delity facilitate the commission of crimes^ by re«^ 
moving the restraints of fear; and that they foster 
the arrogance of the individual, while they inculcate 
the most despicable opinion of the species ; the in«:<' 
evitable result is, that a haughty self-confidence, a 
contempt of mankind, together with a daring defi- 
anee of religious restraints, aire the natural ingredi- 
ents of the atheistical character ; nor is it less evi* 
dent that tb^se are, of all oth^s, the disposittonar 
which most forcibly stimulate to violence and 
cruelty. 

Settle it therefore in your mind«> as a maxim 
never to be effaced or forgotten, that atheism is an 
inhuman, bloody, ferocious system, equally hostile 
to every useful restraint, and to every virtuous af- 
fection; that, leaving notfaiog above us to excite 
awe, nor around us to awaken tenderness, it wages 
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war wUh beaven and with earth ; its first ot^ect is 
to dethrone God^ its next to destroy man.^ 

There is a third vice, not less destruetive to socie- 
ty than either of those which have been already 
mentioned, to^ which the system of modern infidelity 
is favoarable ; that is, unbridled sensuality, the li- 
centious and unrestrained indulgence of those pas- 
sions which are essential to the continuation of the 
species. The magnitude of these passicms, and 
their supreme importance to the existence as well 
as the peace and welfare of society, have rendered 
it one of the first objects of solicitude with every 
wise legislator, to restrain them by such laws, and to 
confine their indulgence withiii such limits as shall 
best promote thereat ends for which they were im* 
planted. 

The benevolence »kl wisdom of the Author of 
Christianity are eminently conspicuous in the laws 
he has enacted on this branch of morals ; for, while 
he authorises marriage, he restrains the vagrancy 
and caprice of the passions, by forbidding polygamy 

* As human native is tlie sanje in ajl ages^ it is not surprising to find 
the same moral systems, even in the most dissimilar circumstances, 
produce corresponding eifects. Joaephus remarks that the Sadducees, a 
kiiid of Jewish infidels, whose tenets tvere the denial of a moral gt)vern- 
meat and a future state, were distinguished from the oth^ sects hj their 
ferocity. Be. Bell. Jud. lib. 2. He eJlsewhere remarks, that they ,were 
eminent for their inhumanity in their judicial capacity. 
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and divorce ; and/ well knowing that offences 
against the laws of chastity usually spring from an 
ill-regulated imagination, he inculcates purity of 
heart. Among innuriaerable benefits Which the 
world has derived from the christian religion, a su- 
perior refinement in the sexual sentiments, k mor^ 
equal and respectful treatment of women, greater 
dignity and permanence conferred on the institution 
of marriage, are not the least considerable ; in con- 
sequence of which the purest affections, and the most' 
sacred duties, are grafted on the stock of the strong- 
est instincts. 

The aim of aH the leading champions of infidelity 
is to rob mankindof these benefits, and throw them' 
back into a state of gross and bmtal sensnality. 
Mr. HuM£ asserts adultery to be but a slight offence' 
when known, when secret no crime at all. In the 
sanbe spirit he represents the private conduct of the 
profligate Charles, whose debaucheries polluted 
the rfge, as the Juirt stt^ct of panegyric. A disciple 
in tl^ same school has lately had the unblushing 
eSroHtery to stigmsiti^e marriage as the worst of all 
monopolizes ; and, in a narrative of his licentious 
amours, to make a formal apolo^ for departing 
from his principles, by submitting to its restraints. 
The popular produedons on the continent, which 
issue from the atheistical school, are* incessantly di- 
rected to the same purpose. 
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Under every possible aspect in which inftdfiiUfy 
«an he viewed^ it extends the dominion of sensu. 
^lity : it repeals a^d abrc^tes every law by which 
divine revelation ba^> under such awful sanctions^ 
restrained the indalgenee of the passion?^ The dis« 
belief of a supreme^ omniscient Beings which it in- 
culcates^ releases its disciples from an attention to 
the heart, from evAry care b^t the preservation of 
wtward decorum ; and the exclusion of the devout 
affections, and an unseen world; leaves the mind 
immersed in visible^ sensible otgects. 

There are two sorts of pleasures^ corporeal aqd 
mental. Though we are indebted to the senses for 
all our perceptions originalhff yet ^ose wtdch are 
at the farthest remove from iheit immediate impre$^ 
sion^ confer the most elevation on the character^ 
since in proportion as they are multiplied and aug- 
mented^ the slavish snbjwtion to the senses is sub^ 
dned. Hence the true and only antidote to deba* 
sii^ semmality is the possession of a fund of that 
kind of enjoyment which is independent of the cor- 
pmreal appetites. Inferior in the perfection of 
several of his senses to different parts of the brute 
ereatioQ; the superiwity of man over them all con- 
sists in his superior power of multiplying by new 
combinations his mental perceptions, and thereby 
of creating to himself resources of happiness sepa- 
rate from external sensation* In the scale of 
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eujoy&ieirt^ tibfe ifarst remove from sense we ihm 
pleasures of reason and society ; the next are tba 
pleasures of c^evoti^Mi and religion. The former^ 
tiiough totally distinct from those of sense^ are yet 
' iess perfectly adapted to moderate their excesses 
than the last^ as they are in a gr^U measure convei^^ 
sant with visible and sensible objects. The reli- 
gions affections and sentiments are^ in fact^ f^ were 
intended to be the proper antagonist of sensuality ; 
the great deliverer from the thraldom of the i^pe- 
tites^ by opening a spiritual worlds and inspiring 
hopes and fears^ and consolations and joys which 
bear no relation to the material and sensible uni- 
verse. The criminal indulgence of sensual pas- 
sions admits but of two modes of prevention ; the 
establishment of such laws and. maxims in st^iety 
as shall render 4ewd profligacy impracticable or in- 
fiamous, or the infusion of such principles and hab^* 
its as shall render it distasteful. Human legisla- 
tures have encountered the disease in the first; the 
truths and sanctbns of revealed religicm^ in the last 
of these methods ; to both of which the advocaieft 
of modern infidelity are equally hostile. . . 

So much has been aald by many able writers to 
evince the inconceivable benefit of the marriage iasti# 
tution, that to hear it seriously attacked by men who 
stile themselves philosophers^ at the dose of the 
eithteenth century^ must awaken indigni^on and 
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narprise. The object yf thk discourse leads us to 
direct our attention particularly to the influence of 
this institution on the cwUization of the world. 

From the records of revelation v/e learn th^it mar-^ 
rlage^ or the permanent union of the aexes^ was 
ordained by God^ and existed under different modi* 
fications in the early infancy of mankind^ without 
which they could never have emerged from barbar* 
ism. For, conceive only what eternal discord, 
jealousy and violence would ensue, were the objects 
of the tenderest affections secured to their possessor 
by no law or tie of moral obligation ; were domestic 
enjoyments disturbed by incessant fear, and licenti- 
ousness inflamed by hope. Who could find sufBci* 
ent tranquillity of mind to enable him to plan or 
execute any continued scheme of action, or what 
room for arts or sciences, or religion, or virtue, in 
that state in which the chief earthly happiness was 
exposed to every lawless invader; where one was 
racked with an incessant anxiety to keep what the 
other was equally eager to acquire? It is not probable 
in itself, indejiendent of the light of scripture, that the 
benevolent Author of the human race ever pla(;ed 
them in so wretched a condition at first : it is cer- 
tain they could not remain in it long without being 
exterminated. Marriage, by shutting out these 
evils,, and enabling every man to rest i^ecure in his 
enjoyments, is the great civilizer of the world : with 



this security the mind is at liberty to expand in 
generous affections^ has leisure to look abroad^ and 
engage in the pursuits of ^nowledge^ science and 
virtue. 

Nor is it in this way only that marriage in^itu-* 
tions are essential to the welfare of mankind^ They 
are sources of tenderness^ as well as the guardi- 
ans of p^acci Without the permanent unio^ of th^ 
sexeS; there can be no permanent families ; the dls-i 
solution of nuptial ties inatrolves the dissolution of 
domestic society. But domestic society is the se- 
minary of social affections^ the cradle of sensibility^ 
where the first elements are acquired of that tender-r 
ness and humanity which cement mankind together $ 
and which, were they entirely extinguished, the 
whole fabric of social institutions would be dis- ^ 
solved. 

Families are so many centres of attraction, which 
preserve mankind from being scattered and dissi- 
pated by the repulsive powers of selfishness. The 
order of nature is evermore ftom particulars to gen- 
erals. — As in the operations of intellect we proceed 
from the contemplatio^i of individuals to the forma* 
tion of general abstractions^, so in the develope- 
ment of the passions in like ipanner, we advance 
from private to public affections 5 from the love of 
parent}^, brothers, and sisters, tp those more ex- 



53 

panded itgards which embrace the immense society 
of human kind.* 

In order to render men benevolent^ they mnst 
first be made tender ; for benevolent affections are 
not the offspring of reasoning ; they result from that 
cultuife of the hearty from those early impressions 
of tenderness^ gratitude^ and sympathy^ which the 
endearments of domestic life are sure to supply^ 
and for the formation of which^ it is the best possi- 
ble school. 

The advocates of infidelity invert this etetfdil 
jorder of nature. Instead of inculcating the private 
affections, as a discipline by which the 9iin4 is 
prepared for those of a more public nature^ they set 
them in direct opposition to each other^ they pro- 
pose to build general benevolence on the destruc- 
tion of individual tenderness, and to make us love 
the whole species more, by loving every particular 
part of it less. In pursuit of this chimerical pro- 
ject^ gratitude, humility^ conjugal^ parental and 
filial affection, together with every other social dis- 
position, are reprobated — ^virtue is limited to a pas- 
sionate attachment to the general good. Is it not 

* Arclior yero j^ogligatio soeifttatis propinquqrum : kh ilU enlm iq- 
mensa sociptate humani generis, .in exiguum an^stumque concluditur, 
nam cum sit hoc natura commune animantium ut habeantlibidinem pro- 
CTeandi prima societas in ipso conjugio est, prqxima in liberis, deinde 
una domus, communia omnia. Id autem est principium urbis, et quasi 
seminarium reipublicse. Cic. de Of. 
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natural to^ ask^ wlien all the teaderness of life is 
extinguished^ and all the bands of society are un- 
twisted^ from whence this ardent affection for the 
gfineral gqod is to ipripg,? 

WJien this savage philosophy has completed its 
work^ when it has taught its disciple to look with 
perfect indifference on the offspring of his body and 
the wife of bis bosom^ to estrange himself from bis 
friends^ insult his benefactors^ and silence the plead- 
ings of gratitude and pity ; will he by thus divesting 
' himself of all that is human^ be better prepared for 
tibt^disinterested love of his species ? Will he be- 
come a philanthropist only because he has ceased 
to be A man ? Rather, in this total e^cemption from 
all the feelings which humanize and soften^ in this 
chilling frost of universal indifference^ may we not 
be certain^ selfishness^ unmingled and uncontrouled^ 
will assume the empire of his heart; and that under 
pretence of advancing the general good, an object to 
which the fancy may give innumerable shapes^ he 
will be prepared for the violation of every duty, and 
the perpetration of every crime ? Extended benevo- 
lence is the last and most perfect fruit of the private 
affections : so that to expect to reap the former from 
the extinction of the latter, is to oppose the means to 
the end ; is as absurd as to attempt to reach the sum- 
mit of the highest mountain without passing through 
the intermediate spaces, or to hope to attain the 
heights 6f science by forgetting the elements of 
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knowledge. These absurdities have sprung, how- 
ever/ in the advocates of infidelity^ from an igno^ 
ranee of human nature^ sufficient to disgrace even 
those who did not style themselves philosophers. 
Presuming, contrary to the experienee of every mo- 
ment, that the affections are awakened by reasonings 
and perceiving that the general good is an inoom- 
parably greater object in itself than the happiness 
of any limited number of individuals, they inferred 
nothing more was necessary than to exhibit it in ite 
just dimensions, io draw the affections towards it : 
as though the fact of the superior populousness of 
China to Great Britain needed but to be known to 
render us indifferent to our domestic concerns^ and 
lead us to direct all bur anxiety to the prosperity, of 
that vast but remote empire. 

It is not the provinee of reason 4o awaken new pas- 
sions or open new sources of sensibility ; but to direct 
us in the attainment of those objects which nature has 
already rendered pleasing, or to determine among - 
the interfering inclinations and passions which sway 
the mind^ which are the fittest to be preferred. 

Is a regard to the general good then, you will re- 
ply, to be excluded from the motives of action ? No- 
thing is more remote from my intention : but as the 
nature of this motive has, in my opinion, been much 
misunderstood by some good men, and abused by 
others of a different description to the worst of pur- 



A 



J 



69 

poses, permit me to declare in a few words what ap. 
pears to me to be the truth on this subject. 

The welfare of the whole system of being must be 
allowed to be in itsdfy the object, c^allothers the most 
worthy of being pursued ; so that, could the mind 
distinctly embriu^e it, and discern at every step what 
action would infallibly promote it, we should be 
furnished with a sure criterion of right and wrong, 
an unerring guide, which would supersede the use 
and necessity of all inferior rulei, laws and prin- 
ciples. 

But this being impdssible, since the good of the 
whole is a motive so loose and indeterminate, and 
embraces such an infinity of relations, that before 
we could be certain what action it prescribed, the 
season of action would b6 past ; to weak« short- 
sighted mortals, providence has assigned a sphere of 
agency less grand and extensive indeed, but better 
suited to their limited powers, by implanting certain 
Hff^etions whibh it is their duty to cultivate, and 
suggesting particular rules to which they are bound 
to conform. By these provisions the boundaries of 
virtue are easily ascertained, at the same time that 
its ultimate object, the good of the whole, is secured 
for, since the happiness of the entire system results 
from the happiness of the several parts, the affec- 
tions, which confine the attention immediately to the 
latter, conspire in the end to the promotion of the 
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former ; as the laboorer^ "whoffe iodallrj. \» Um(ted 
to a eoraer of a large buildings perfc^i^s his partto*- 
wsLvdn rearing the structure mv(tih pmx4eS^eltQ0\\f 
than if he extended his care to the wbo]^ . 

As the interest, however, of any Ifmited ncmbet 
of persons may npt only npt contribute, bnt may pos- 
sibly be dir^Gtlyi opposed t(^ the. general good, (th* 
interest of a family, fw example, to that of a ftm 
yince, or of a nati(>n to that of the world} providence 
has so ordered it, that in a well regulated mind the^o 
springs up, as we have already seen, besides par^ 
tlcular attachments, an ewtenied regard to the ape- 
qie^, whose p£|ee is tfi^o/old ; r^gj^tod^troy and ea?* 
tinguieh the more private affisetions^ whi«h is mental 
parricide ; but first, as £ar as is consistent with the 
eUiqi^ of those^whp aji^e unin^dMite]^ cctxnmitted to 
oiir care, tp ^o^^oA^ tsi aUimn^ $ '#acottdly, 4o exer^^ 
cise a jurisdiction and control qver the private affec 
tion4, so as to prohibit t,he|^? indulg^ncje^ whenever it 
would be attended witii numifest detriment ta the 
whole. Thus every part of pur nature is brought 
into action; all the practical principles pf the human 
h^artfind an element to move. in,, ^aijjl^ ID Itft. differ, 
ent fort and manner conspiring, without mutual col- 
lision, tp majntain the hsi^mony of the world and the 
liappinesa jof the univ^];;se.^ j ; . 

♦ It is somewhat sinjjular, that many of the fashionable inMels have hit 
upon a definition of virtue which perfectly coincides with that of certain 
metaphysical divines in Ame^ca^ first invented anld de^fnded b^ 4li|tt 
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Before | eloae thii discourse^ I eannot omH i^ 
laeatioii three circuinstanees attending the propaga* 
Mon of tofidelity by its present abettors^ equally 
new and alarming. 

jfWMttfute r^atqfiev, Johatkav Zdwakdb, Tb^ both place riittte ^i> 
clusWely in a passion fcur the general good ; or^ as Mf, Bbw^iuis ^« 
presses h, lave ^ hing" in ^eneraii %o ttiat bur Ion i* #l7^ to be pro- 
^ortk>iie4 to fte iB.^^gyiltii4e lif Ut obj^ in tbe scale of being; wbieb is 
liable t6 ^e Ql^|e<^onftI ha^ already stated^ as welt as to many others 
.which the limits of this note will not permit liie to enuiserate. Let it 
suffice to remarir, (1.) thai virtoe ^n tbes^ prineipfes^ is ad utt^ impos* 
tnl^ity 1 ^ m^ iy<tei|i ^ ^«^St cc^prtiheiiifing ,t^ |;reat Supreme^ h 
infinite i and therefore, to maintain the propkcr proportion, the force of 
particular attachment must be infinitely less thyi the passion for the 
general good; bat tiKlifalts of the human mind are not capable of any 
em^ions so inHnitefy diligent m degree. (2.) Since •urmewt of the 
ezteat eTtte iniirerse «eif apiM^ 4if ^oriM^twa ceN^i^^nt, admittkig 
the «um of esistcnce is erer the. si^^ we must if t^m back at each step 
to diminish the strength of particular afiections,. or they will become 
disproportltoate r' and' consequentlyf ont these prmciples^ vicious ; se 
timtthe Wanoeiisist be.ceiiimrtfiy f u;gi^natii^ by ;^ weights be|ag 
taken out of one scale and put ielQ tl^ other. 43.) If virtue consist 
excltaiwibf in love to being in g«Den^ oc i^ttaphment to the general 
goody the particular sfieetions aie,4o every piVT^ose of virtue, useless, 
imd even pernieioas ( fin? their smHediafiCf^ttay, their necessary tendency 
is to attract to tlieir ofaJects*» proporti^i. of attf^z^n which far exceeds 
their comparative vabie in the general scale. To ^allege that the ^enerai 
food is promoted by them, will be of no atiirvitage to the defence of this 
system, but ^e cmkttty^y ceftfesting tl^at a greater sum ofhappinese 
is attained by a deviation froafy than to adherence ta its priaeiplea ;^ 
Unlets its advocates meaft ^ tiie love of being in general, th|e same as the 
private afiecticns, which la to eonfbund aM tbe distinctions of language,, 
as welt as all ^leeperatkms of nuBd. ]>ti^ H remembered we have ne 
dispute respeetiRgwlat- IS' tike ultimate end of virtue, which is allowed 
on both sides to be the |fieetest^siua of. bflppiness in the universe. The 
question is merely what is virtue itoelf? or, in other words, what are the 
means af^ieinted fbt the attainment of that end ? 
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. In Xt 18 the flr4 attempt which haa been ev^'lnt'* 
nessed on an extensive scale to establish ^ prin- 
ciples of atheism; the first effort which history ha* 
recorded to disannul and extinguish ihe belief ei 
all soperior powers; the consequence of whieh, 
/Uniald it^uccee^^ would be to place mankind in a 
•aitnatkiii never before experienced, not even during 
the ages of pi^n darknesa. The s jsjiem of pol^.r 
theism was as remote from modem inidelity M froai 
^e religion. Amidst that rubbish Qf superstition, 
tiie prodnet of fear^ ignoraiiGe^ and vice, which had 
been accumulating fbr ages, som* fMnt emben of 



There is little doubt, from some parts of Mt. Oeownr*! iPork* entitled, 
** PoUHcdt Juitice,** ts well as from the ewffy habits of seadin^» that bt 
' was mdebted to Mr. Bdwabm fbr M^ prioeipal argmnents aj^ast 
the private affecUons ; though, wi^ a daring oonststence, he has pur- 
sued his principles to an extreme from which that most «u:«llent man 
weuld have revolted with horror. The fundamental earor of the whole 
system arose, as 1 cbneeire» -from a^aristaken pursuit of simplicity; 
from a wish to eonstruet a moral ^stem, without leaving, sufficient 
scope for the infinite variety of moral phcsnoAicna and mental combina- 
tion ; in consequence of which ita lulvocatea Wert induced to place vir* 
tue exelutivehf in some wie tt kp ^ iiH t m of mind : anfL* since the passion 
for thi^^eheral good Is todeoiabty the fie^^f and xnost extensive of aU 
otliers^ when it was once fesdviod to place Tirm^ in any oik thin^, there 
remained little room to hesitate which should be preferred. It might 
have been worth wliile to reflect^ that in the natui^l world there are two 
kinds of attraction : one» Wiiich holda the ai^eral partt of individual 
bodies ih contact r another, which mamta^. the union of bodies then>- 
selves with the general system : and that, though the union in the former 
case is much more inHmaU than m the latter^ each is equally essential 
to the order of the worid. Similar to tKla-is the relation which the pub- 
lic and private afTectiona beat t# each othe^ ^ad their use in the mora| 
system. 



i&(»*ed trath reaiaiaed atieiitl0gtii0be4 } <A^ inter « 
position of unseen powers in the a&lrs of men vfw 
believed and revered^ the sanctity of oatbl^ wm 
maintained^ the idea of reveloHon AnHiraiitian^ w 
a souree of religicfus knowledge^ ^was iamtlikr.; a 
useful persuasion of the existence of a future world 
was kept alive^ and the greater ^ gods were lobbed up 
to as the guardians of the public welfare^ the patroM 
of those virtues which promote the prosperity of 
states^ and the avengers of tnjustioe^ perfidy aiid 
fraud.* 



• The testimony of Poxtbius to tlie beneficial effects which ^esulted 
from tlie system, of pa^an superstition, in fortifying the sentiments of 
moral oblig-ation, and supporting the sanctity of oaths, is so weighty and 
decisive, that it would be an injustice to the subject not to insert it; 
more especially as it is impossible to attribute it to the influence of ere* 
dulity on tlie author himself, who was evidently a sceptic. It is scarcely 
.necessary to remark, that all the biwiefits wliich might in any way flow 
from superstition, are secured to ap incomparably greater degree by the 
belief of true religion. 

** But among all the useful institutions (says Poltbius) th^t demonstrate 
the^ superior excellence of the Roman government, the roost considerable^ 
perhaps, is the opinion which people are taught to hold concerning the 
gods: and th^t which other men regard as an object of disgrace, ap- 
pears, in my judgment, to be the very thing by which this republic is 
chiefly sustained. 1 mean superstition, which is imp^ressed with all iti^ 
terrors, and influences the private actions of the citizens and the public 
administration of the state, to a degree that can scarcely be e^eeded. 

** The ancients, therefore, acted not absurdly, nor without good rear 
ion, when they inculcated the nations concerning tlic gods, and the be- 
lief of infernal punishments ; but much rather are those ofthtpreaetu age 
to be charged vfith rashness and absurdity in endeavouring to extirpate 
these opinions ; for, not to mention other effects that flow from such an 
iiistitutioii, if among the Greeks, for example, a single talent only b© 
intrusted to those who have the management qf any of the pHblic money, 
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Of whaleverb^ett soper^titt^ mi^ht formerly be 
preiueth^e^ by tbe si^ttered particles of tru^ whiefa 
it^emktiilfiie^ these ftdvaatages can ndw only be 
liMpcrii froei tHe 4oil of trtie reMgiofii ; Bor is there 
aity oMtet^ alterative left ihaii the belief of christi- 
afiity^ or ddsolnte atheism. Iti the revolations of 
the^ faaiiaii miad^ exploded o](ityail^ are often re^ 
vi^ed; but au ^^ploded superstition never reeoverif 

4h0t^tiie^<giv«tan >ititt^ sni^i^ frith ftftma^ 9^, aisd twice as 
maay witness^^, they are itns^le to discharge the trust reposed in thein 
with integrity. But the Romans, on the other hand, who in the course 
of their mag^istracies and in embassies disburse the greatest sums, are 
prerdOed on by the single obti|^rtion of an oath, to perform their duty 
with inviolable honesty. And, aain other states, a man is rarely to he 
found whose h?jid<s are pure from public robbery, so ampng the Romans 
i^ is no less rare to discover one that ia tainted with this c^ime.'*— ^a;n/>. 
|»nV p9ighiuB] \)oL 3. 6. 6. 

Though the system of paganism if justly condemned by reason an4 
scripture^ yet it assumed as true several principle's of the &r8t import- 
ance to the preservation of public manners ; such as a persuasion of invisi- 
ble power, of the folly of incurring the divine vengeance for the attain- 
inent of any present advantage, and the divine approbation of virtue : so 
that, strictly spea^mg, it wad the mixture of truth in it which gave it all 
i^ utiUty, whidi is weU stated by the gi^eat Qgn4 ju^cicus Hook^ in 
treating en this subject. " Seeing, therefore, it doth thus appear (says 
tliat venerable author) that the safety of all states depended upon reli* 
l^on; that Religion, Unfelgpiedly loved, perfecteth men's abilities unto all 
kinds of virtuous service in the comm^iwealth ; that men's desire is, 
in general, to hold no religion but the true ; anti that whatever good 
effects do grow out of their religion, who embrace, instead of the true, 
^ false, the roou thereof are certain sparks df the light of truth inters 
aain|^ed with the darkness o£ error : because no religion can wholly ami 
only consist of untruths, we have reason to think that all true virtues 
«re to honour true religion as their paient, and all well-ordered coiT>|non- 
fvealfi.to loVe her as tieir chiefest stay.**— JE^irrfe*. Pol h. 5. 



{*■ ^rdKt The pnteiHiQii of dlviM it?ril«ttoii if 
mo ftsgiiflt and eommuk^m^ that wkm Us t^actoo^ 
i» oB^e. diaiMftraed Hia coveted with all .the 1910* 
niayof detected impMtiive) it lalla frqsi ^rai^Ka 
height (to chimge the figure) that ii la : iMvitahjij 
erambled into atoms. Religiona^ whether false or 
trae^ are not ef«Ato£e$ 4>f wbitm^ iotftltation. Af- 
ter disorediting the prin^iplea of picfy^ ahon^d oar 
modern free-thinkers ftnd it i^eeeaaary m order to 
reatrain the ^^xMases^of feio^^^ to seek for a aub- 
atitnte in some popnlar anperatition, it will prove 
a vain apd imfMractieable attempt : they may recal 
the nameai restore the altara, and revive the cere- 
monies; but to rekindle t^ apfarit of heathenism 
will exceed their power ; becanae it ia ini^aaibla 
to enact ignorance by law^ or to repeal by legbla^' 
live authority thj^dielatea of reaaoHi and the right 
of a^iooee^ 

Si The eSbrts q{ infidc^ls to diffuse the principlea 
of iotdelity amon^ th^ <^om9ioii.peop>e^ ia another 
alavmiBg symptom pewliar^ to the present time. 
Hume, Bolingbkqkb^ aiid Gibboni addressed them- 
selves solely to the more, polished classes of the com- 
munity and would have though their refined apec- 
nlattons debased by an attempt to enlist diwiplea 
from among the populace. Infidelity h|if kttely 
grown coi^escending i br^d in t^e speculatiwa.of 
a daring philosophy, ioimured at first in the dois- 
ters of the learned, and afterwards nujraed in the 



Up «f TdhiptooiiMess mnd <^ ccmrts ; hcring ai 
length reael^ ito iMt nttftity^ it boldly vattww 
to chikllenge the suflr&gief of the peopte, HOlieits tke 
iieqalftiiitanee of peasaliti and meehanieey and seeks 
to draw whole nations to Uu stand«M. 

It is not dtffieolt to account ibr thU new etato of 
^ngs. While ioftdelity was?are, it was employed 
as the instrament of literary vanity; its wide dtflte- 
sion having disqualiied it for answering that pnr. 
pose, it Is now adopted ils the organ of political 
convulsion. Literai'y distinction is conferred by 
the approbation of a-fow^bnt the total snbvendon 
and overthrbw of Mckty ^uiands the e^^nciirreMe 
of ffiiUhms; 

8. The tntdtk of iht present da^ are tta ftrst 
sophists who have presnaied to innovate in the very 
guhstance of morals. The disputes on moral ques* 
tions Idflierto a^tated amongst pfailowphers have 
respected the groUniB of dnty^ not the natwre of 
iuty Mselfs or ttiey have beeli merely metaphysical, 
and related to the hiBttny of moral sentiments in the 
ihlnd, the sources and principles flrom which tfaey 
were most easily deduced j they never turned on the 
' Quality of those dispositions and actions which wer« 
to be denominated virtuons. In the firm persuasion 
that the love and fear of tbe Supreme Beiug, the sa- 
cred observation of promises and eaths, reverence 
to ma^strates, obedience to parents, gratitude to 
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Bess, \l^cpe p?im*ry virtues, and the ^hief support of 
e^^ery coitomoiiwealth, they were ttuaiiimoiis. Th4 
«urse denounced upon such as remove anctent lAud- 
marks, upon those who call good evil and evil good^ 
put light for darkness and darkness for light, who 
employ their fecnlties to subvert the eternal destine* 
tions of right and wrong, and thus to poison the 
streams of virtue at their source, falls with accomu- 
lated weight on the advocates of modern infidelity, 
and on them alone. 

Permit me to clbs6 ihid discburse with a few se- 
rious reflections. — ^There is much, it must be con* 
fessed, in the apostacy of multitudes, and the rapid 
progress of infidelity, to awaken our fears for the 
virtue of the rising generation $ but nothing to shake 
our faith ; nothing which scripture itself doeet not 
give us roein to expect, ^ht features which cdiil* 
pose the charactel* of apostates, their profoneuess, 
presumption, lewdness, impatience of subordination, 
restless appetite for change, vnin pretensions t6 free- 
dom and to emancipate the world, while themselves 
are the slaves of lust, the Weapons with wl^ich they 
attacik Christianity, and the snares they spread for 
the unwary, are depicted in the clearest coloursf by 
the pencil of prophecy. Knowing this first (says 
Peter) that there shall come in the last days scoffers^ 
walking after their own lusts. ..% Pet. iii. 3. In the 
same epistle he more fully describes the persons he 
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f4]ift^ t&i 0$ ehi^y them which waUc afttv t%^ 
fie$h^ in thB lu8tqfuncleannes$, (md despise govern* 
"me^i ; pv^^timptuaus are they^ self-^willedy they ara 
^%t^rmii ^ speak evil of dignities / sporting them* 
^ne9 ^n their ov^n. deceivings^ having eyes ftdl of 
adultery^ and that cannot ci^sefrom sin ; beguiling 
unMa^\e ^Qvls : for when/th^y speak great swelling 
Ml^ds, of vanity y they aUure through the lusts of the 
fleshy thraugh much wantonness, those that wer^ 
clean escaped from them who live in error j while- 
they promise them liberty, they themselves are ths^ 
servants of corruption... .2 Pet. ii,^ Of the same 
characters Jade admonishes 119 to. remember that 
^y wj^e foretold as mockers^ who should be in th0 
l^f time^wkoshould walk ffter their own ungodly 
lusi^. Thssp fiia^^e^ (be adds) who separate them^ 
selves,{^y9^p(^t9kCiy) sensual not having the Spirit. 
Ipt^eli^ is An^Qvil of sho^ duration. ^^ It ha$ (as 
a j)i4ic)ous writer observes) no individual subsist- 
eufs^givfin it in the system qf prophecy. Jt is not a 
BEAST ; but a mere putrid excrescence of the papal 
beast : an excrescence which,^ though it may diffuse 
defiijklhrQugh every vein of the bpdy on which it 
greWy. yet shall die along with: it.^^^ Its enormities 
will hast£;n its overthrow* Xt is imp^ossible that a 
sjTK^m whicb^ by villifying every virtue, and em- 
br94^ing thc^ patronage of almost every vice and crime^ 
wages war with %11 the order and civilisation of tha 

• Sec an excellent work, lately published by the Rev. A. Fuller, cntitletj, 
♦ The Gk>9pel its own Witness.** 

9 



6H 

world ; which, equal io the establishment of imthlng, 
is armed only with the energies of destruction, can 
long retain an ascendency. It is in no shape formed 
for perpetuity. Sudden in its rise, and impetuotis 
in its progress, it resembles a mountain -torrent, 
which is loud, filthy, and desolating ; but, being 
fed by no perennial spring, is soon drained off, and 
disappears. By permitting to a certain extent the 
prevalence of infidelity, providence is preparing new 
triumphs for religion. In asserting its authority, 
the preachers of the gospel have hitherto found it 
necessary to weigh the prospects of immortality 
against the interests of time ; to strip the world of 
its charms, to insist on the deceitfulness of pleasure, 
the unsatisfying nature of riches, the emptiness of 
grandeur, and the nothingness of a mere worldly 
life. Topics of this nature will always have their* 
use ; but it is not by such representations alone 
that the importance of religion is evinced. The 
prevalence of impiety has armed us with new wea- 
pons in its defence. 

Religion being primarily intended to make men 
wise unto salvation^ the support it ministers to social 
order, the stability in confers on government and 
laws, is a subordinate species of advantage which 
we should have continued to enjoy without reflect- 
ing on its cause, but for the developement of deis- 
tical principles, and the experiment which has been 
made of their effects in a neighbouring country. It 



liad bMi|. t|ie eoiistaiit boMt of infldelt; tfaat tiieir 
f ystem^ more liberal and generous tban cbristianityi 
seeded but to be teied to produce an immense ae* 
tesflpn to liuman hapjpiness ; and christian nation99 
ftar^ess aad.s^piiiey retaining little of religion but 
Uie tprofesslpn^ and disgusted vitb its restraints^ 
}entii favourstble ear to these pretensions. God 
permitted the trial to be made. In one country^ 
^ud thfit the ceptre of Christendom^ revelation un« 
4erwei)t a total eclipse^^ ,while atheism^ perforni^ 
ing on a darkened theatre its strange and fearful 
iiragedy^ confounded the first elements. of societyi 
blei^ded every age^ rank and sect, in indiscriminatt 
proscription and massacre^ and convulsed all Ku* 
rope to its centre ; that the imperishable memorial 
of these events might teach the last generations of 
mankind, to consider religion as the pillar of society^ 
the safeguard of nations^ the parent of social order^ 
which alone has power to curb the fury of tlie pas* 
sionsii and secure to every one his rights;, to the 
laborious the reward of their industry, to^the rich 
the enjoyment of their wealth, to nobles the preser^^ 
vation of their honours^ and to princes the stability 
of their thrones. 



"* H if worthy of atfentlGto tkat Mercier, a warrn advocate of the French 
levofaitipn, and a professed deis^ in his recent work, entitled '* New 
Paris/* acknowledges and laments the extinctiiwi of religion in France. 
*< JVe have, (says he) in proscribing" auperstition, deitroyed all reUgious^ ten- 
Htnentf but tUt is not tht way to regtnetcttc tbi vorid/* See Appendix 
to tke 30th voL Monthly Review. 
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We might ask the patron* of inildbDty what fiiry 
impels them to attempt the subversion of ehristianii 
ty ? Is it that they have discovered a better systemf ? 
To what virtues are their principles favourable? 
Or is there one which christians have not carried 
to a higher perfection than any of which iiieir party 
can boast? Have they discovered a more excellent 
rale of life, or a better hope in death than that 
which the scriptures suggest? Above all^ what are 
the {distentions on which they rest their claims to be 
Hhe guides of mankind ; &r which emb^ldeoed them 
to expect we should trample on the experience of 
mges, and abandon a religion which has been attest- 
ed by a train of miracles and prophecies, in which 
millions of our forefathers have fontid a reftige in 
every trouble, and consolation in the hour of death; 
a religion which has been adorned with the high- 
est sanctity of character and splendour of talents^ 
which enrols amongst its disciples the names of 
Bacon, Newton, and Locke, the glory of their spe- 
cies, and to which these illustrious men were proud 
to dedicate the last and best fruits of their immortal 
genius? 

< If the question at issne is to be decided by argUr 
inent, nothing can be added to the triumph of chria- 
tianity ; if by an appeal to authority, what have our 
adversaries to oppose to these great names ? Where 
are the infidels of sueh. pure, uncontaminated mo- 
raU^ nnshaken probity^ mvi extended benevolence^ 



til&t we should be in danger of being seduced into 
impiety by their example? Into what obscure reces«- 
•es of misery, into what dungeons have their philan*- 
tbropists penetrated, to lighten the fetters and re- 
lieve the sorroMFs of the helpless captive? What 
barbarous^ Ijfibes have th^ir apostles visited? What 
4iiftant climes have they explored, encompassed 
with cold, nakedness and want, to diffase princi- 
ples of virtue, and the blessings of civiliscation ? Or 
will they rather choose to wave their pretensions 
to this e!xtraordinary, and in their eyes, eccentric 
species of benevolence, (for infidels, we know, are 
sworn enemies to enthusiasm of every sort) and reirt 
Hkeir character on their political exploits ; on their 
efforts to reanimate the virtue of a sinking state, to 
restrain licentiousness, to calm the tumult of popu^ 
lar fhry ; and by inculcating the spirit of justice, 
moderation, and pity for fallen greatness, to miti- 
gate the inevitable horrors of revolution? Our 
adversaries will at least have the discretion, if not 
the modesty, to recede from this test. 

More than all, their infatuated eagerness, their 
parricidal zeal to extinguish a sense of Deity, 
must excite astonishment and horror. Is the idea 
of an almighty and perfect Ruler unfriendly to any 
passion which is consistent with innocence, or an 
obstraction. to any design which it i^ not shameful 
to avow ? Eternal God, on what are thine enemies 
^B^tent! What are those enterprises of guilt and 
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horror, flmt^ for the nafety of their performerw, i^ 
^uire to be eovelofied in a darkness which the ey0 
of heaven must not pierce ! Misc»*able men ! Frmi4 
of being the offspring of chance; in love with uni* 
yersal disorder; whose happiness is involved in the 
belief of their being no witness to their designs^ 
and who are at ease only because they Buppoif^ 
themselves inhabitants of ^ a forsakfn and ,£|iih^rlfp« 
world I 

Having been led by the natnretof the subject to 
consider chiefly the manner in which sceptical im* 
piety affects the weKare of states, it is the more re*- 
qnisite to warn you agiiinst that most fatal mistake 
of regarding religion as an engine of policy ; and to 
recal to your recollection that the concern we^ht^ve 
in it is much more as individtuils t\^n as collective 
hoiieSf and far less temporal than eternal. Th» 
happiness which it conf^s in the present life are 
blessings which it scatters by the way in its march 
toimmortality. That future condition of being which 
it ascertains, and for which its promises and truths 
are meant to prepare us, is the ultimate end of hu- 
man societies, the final scope and object of present 
existence ; in comparisop of which all the revolutions 
of nations, and all the vicissitudes of time, are light 
and transitory. Godliness has^ it is true, the prom- 
ise of the life that now is ; but chiefly of that which 
is to come. Other a^uisitions may be requisite to 
make men great; but be assured the religion of Je- 
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4AIS 18 alone snffieiefif to make (hem good and happy* 
Powerful sources of consolatbii in sorrow, unsha- 
ken ibrtkude amidst the changes and pertuiHbatMins 
of the world, humility remote from meanness, and 
dignity unstrained by pride, contentment in every 
station, passions pure and calm, with habitual se- 
renity, the fall enjoyment of life, undisturbed by the 
dread of ilissolution or the fear of an hereafter, are 
its invaluable gifts. To these enjoyments, however^ 
you will necessarily continue strangers, unless you 
resign yourselves wholly to its power ; for the con- 
tolations of religion are reserved to reward, to 
sweeten, and to stimulate obedience. Many, with^ 
out renooncing the profession of Christianity, with- 
out formally rejecting its distinguishing doctrines, 
live in such an habitual violation of its laws, and 
eontoidiction to its spirit, that conscious fliey have 
more to fear than to hope from its truth, they are 
never able to contemplate it without terror. It haunts 
their imagination, instead of tranqoillizing their 
hearti^, and hangs with depressing weight on all 
their enjoyments and pursuits. Their religion, in- 
stead of comforting them under their trouble^ is it- 
self their greatest trouble, from which they sciek re- 
foge in the dissipation and vanity of the world, until 
the throbs and tumults of conscience force them back 
upon religion. Thtis suspended betwixt opposite 
powers, the sport of contradictory influences, they 
are disqualified for the happiness of both worlds ; 
and neither enjoy the pleasures of sin, nor the peace 



of piety* Is it satprising to find a mia^ thus beivil^ 
dered in ancertainty^ and dissatiefled with itself, 
^ coart deception, and embrace with eagerness every 
pretext to mutilate the claims and enervate the au* 
thority of Christianity ; forgetting that it is of the 
very essence of the religious principle to preside and 
control> and that it is impossible to serve Goi and 
mammon ? It is this class of vprofessors who are 
chiefly in danger of being entangled in the snarea 
ofinMelity, 

The champions of infidelity have much nfore rea^ 
son to be ashamed than to boast of such converts. 
For what can be a stronger presumption of the 
falsehood of a system, than that it is the opiate of a 
restless conscience; that it prevails with minds of a 
certain description, not becanse they find it thic, 
but because they feel it necessary;' and that Id' 
adopting it they consult less with their reason* than 
with their vices and their fears? It requires but lit- 
tle sagacity to foresee that speculaiions which ori- 
ginate in guilt must end in ruin. Infidels are not 
themselves satisfied withthe truth of their syi^^m )« 
for had they any settled assurance of its prineipks, 
in consequence of calm dispassioaate investigation,^ 
they wonld never disturb the quiet of th^ wwld b;^ 
their attempts to proselyte 5 but would lament their 
own infelicity, in not being abk to perceive suffici^ 
ent evidence for the truth of religion, which farnishes 
such incentives to virtue^ and inspires such edited 



bopes, HaTfog nothing to snbstitiite io the plaeo 
of religion, it is absurd to s.opposo that, in opposi- 
ti<m to the eolleetive voice of every country, age 
and time, proclaiming its necessity, solicitude for 
the welfare of mankind impels them to destroy it 

To very different motives must their conduct be 
imputed. More like conspirators^ than philoso* 
pbers, in spite of the darkness with which they en- 
deavour to surround themselves, some rays of 
unwelcome conviction will penetrate, some secret 
apprehensions that all is not right will make them- 
selves felt, which they find nothing so effectual to 
quell as an attempt to enlist fresh disciples, who, 
in exchange for new principles, impart confidence^ 
and diminish fear. For the same reason it is seU 
dom they attack Christianity by argument : their fa- 
vonrite weapons are ridicule, obscenity and blas- 
phemy ; as the most miserable outcasts of society 
are, of all men, found most to delight in vulgar 
merriment and senseless riot. 

Jfisus Christ seems to hKve^iisfamin his kand^ 
and to he iharoughly purging Ms floor ; and nomi- 
nal christians will probably be scattered like cha£F. 
But has real Christianity any thing to fear? Have 
not the degenerate manners and corrupt lives of 
multitades in the visible church been, on the con- 
trary, the principal occasion of scandal and oflSBuce ? 
Infidelity, without intending il^ is gradually remov- 

10 
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ing this reproach : possessing the property ^ si- 
tratsting to itself the morbid humours wMeta perVrtdie 
the chureh^ until the christian profession on the otte 
hand is reduced to a sound and healthy state^ and 
scepticism on the other exhil)it9 nothing bat a mAfi/& 
of putridity and disease. 

In a view of the final issute df the conte^/ it% 
should find little cause te lament th^ astonishio^ 
prevalence of infidelity, but for a solicitude for the 
rising genefation, to whom its principles are reeom- 
mended by two motives, with young nii^s the most 
persuasive; the love of independence, and therldT© 
of pleasure. With respect to the first, we woald 
earnestly entreat the young to remeinber that by 
the unanimous consentof all ages, modesty, doeilily^ 
and reverence to superior years, and to pareiit» 
above all^ have been considered as theliF itppropH- 
ate virtues, a guard assigned by the immiitaMe 
laws of God and nature on the inexperiefiee of 
youth : and, with respect to the sfeeond, that ebrli« 
tianity prohibits no pleagures that are innocent, 
lays no r^traints that are capricious ;* btit ihat the 
sobriety and purity which it enjoins, by siaren|^ttieti« 
ing the intellectual powers, and preserving the fuc- 
nlties of mind and body in undiminished vigour, l^y 
the surest foundation of present peaoe and ftitw^ 
eminence* At such a season as this it bei^iMP^s^ an 
urgent duty on parents, guardians, and tutors^ t^ 
wateh, not cmly over the mofals^ but the ^iiici* 



l^w of tfaoie crauiritted to their care ; to make tt 
Hfipett thai A concern for their eternal welfare it 
Aeit ohMf^qeem; and to embue them early with 
that .knowladge of the evideneea of Christianity^ 
mA ibat p^(^Biuml reverence for the scripturet 
that^ with the Messing of God^ (which with sub- 
nistion they may then expect) may keep them from 
1M$ kow if Umfiation^ that has come upon all the 
warldf to try them that dwell on the earth. 

To an ftttentiTo observer of the signs of the times^ 
U will appear one of the most extraordinary phae- 
BOtteiia of this eventful crisis^ that^ amidst the rav- 
aged dl ^theiftm and infidelity, real religion is evi- 
deafly on the. increase^. The kingdom of God, we 
l0tM>Wf Cometh not miik aiservation ; but still therel 
are .Aot wanting manifest tokens of its approach. 
The persiNlal ^tppearance of the Son of God was 
MuiouBced by tbeehakingof nations : bis spiritual 
kiog^iHtf^ in All probability, will be established in 
the midst of. similar convulsions and disorders. 
The blasj^mous impiety of the enemies of God, as 
well as the zealous efforts of his sincere worsbip- 
perSr ^ill doubtless be overruled to accomplish the 
pui^ses of bis unerring providence : while, in in- 
iicting the chastisements of offended Deity on cor* 
jrupt communities and nations, infidelity marks its 
progr^s by devastation and ruin, by the prostration of 
thrones and concussion of kingdoms ; thus appal- 
ling the inhabitants of th^ world, and compelling 
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them to take refuge in tke cIiqim^ of 6<^d^ the t^wt 
aauctuary ; the stream of divine knqwledgei unob* 
served^ is flowing in new channels, winding iUk 
course among humble vallies^ refre^lnng thimty de^ 
serts, and enriching with far otber and higher blesin 
ings than those of commerce^ihe most distai^elimea 
and nations, until agreeably to the predietkin ojt 
prophecy, the knowledge of the Lori BbAUfiH Mtf 
cover the whole earth. a 

Within the limits of t^is discpurse at will be im- 
practicable to exhibit the evidences of ebrbitiani^ii 
nor is it my design : but there is one consideratiiNi^ 
resulting immediately from my text, wbieh is enti«. 
tied to great weight with all ^ho beliere i^ the one 
living and true God as the sole object of woi^bip^ 
The Ephesians, in common with otber gentiles, afi^ 
described in the text as beings preYions ta their coiu 
version, without God in the wofrU ; that is, wititoni 
any just and solid acquaintance with his chara4ster^ 
destitute of the knowledge of his will, the institatet 
of his worship, and the hop^ of his iavonr ; to the 
truth of which representation whoever poss^ses QMt 
slightest acquaintance with pagan antiquity must asw 
sent. Nor is it a imi less incontestiMe, that, while 
human philosophy was never able to abolish idolatry 
in a single village, the promulgation of the go»pei 
overthrew it in a great part (and that the mqst en- 
lightened) of the world. If the unity aiid perfec- 
tlofia of 6od^ toother with his mornl government 



ini exclusive right to the worship of mankind^ ar» 
tmthsy tbey eantiot reasonably be denied to be truths 
6f the first importance, and infinitely to outweigh the 
greatest discoreriet^ In science^ because they turn ' 
tiie hopes, fears, and interests of man into a totally 
diflTerent channel from that in which they must other- 
wise.fiow. Wherever these principles are first ad- 
liiftted, there a new dominion is erected^ and a new 
system of laws established. : 

But since all events are under divine direction^ 
it i^ te^^onahle to suppose that t}ie great parent^ 
after siiffering his creatures to continue for ages ig- 
norant of Mis true character, should at lengthy in the 
^rse of his providence, fix upon falsehood, and 
tfakt alone^ as the effectual method of making him- 
i^Tf known ; and that what the virtuous exercise of 
r^enson in Ae best and wisest men was never per- 
Boiitted to accomplish, he should confer on fraud 
and delusion the honour of effecting? It ill com- 
fKnrts with the majesty of truth, or the character of 
6t^d^ to believe he has built fhe noblest superstruc 
ture on the weakest foundation ; or reduced man- 
kind to the miserable alternative either of remain- 
ing destitute of the knowledge of himself, or of deriv- 
ing it from the polluted source of impious imposture. 
We therefore feel ourselves justified on this occa- 
sion in adopting the triumphant boast of the great 
apostle : Where is the wisey where is the scribe^ 
where is the iisputsr of this world? Hath not God 
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made fooUsh the miimit of this ^otld f For ufter 
ihat^ in the wisdom of Gady the world by wisdom 
Jenew not Godj it pleased God by the foolishmess qf 
preaobing to save them that beUeve. 



NOTE TO PAQE 2L 

TPhefury of the most sanguinary partiet vfa$ eapecialfy pointeel against the 
eMstutn prietthood, &&— The author :£n^ hs hsls given grcst offence to 
soiqe frie^df whom he highly^ esteems, by applying* the te^m 'Chriiti^n 
priesthood to the popish clergy. He beg« leave to make a remark or two 
by way of apology. 

1. It is admitted by all candid protestants th»t salvation i« attMnabfe 
in the Roman Catholic church : but he should be glad to be informed 
what part of the christian covenant entitles us to expect the salvation of 
those (where the gospel is promulgated) tjrho are not even a branch of 
the visible church of Christ. The pi^iistieal tenets are either /»ftdafii#s- 
talk/ erroneous, on which supposition it is certain no papist can be saved ; 
or their errors must be consistent with christian faith, and consequently 
cannot be a valid reason for excluding those who maintain them from 
being a part (a most corrupt part^ if you please ; but still a port) of the 
christian church. 

% The popish clergy were persecuted under the character of chriiti- 
ans, not under the notion of heretics or scismatics. They who were the 
subjects of persecution were certainly the best judges of its aim and 
direction : and when the archbishop of Paris and others endeavoured to 
screen themselves from its effects by a recantation, what did they re- 
cant ? Was it popery ?. No : but the profession of Christianity. Thes« 
apostates, doubtless, meant to remove the ground of offence, which, in 
their opinion, was the christian profession. If llie soundest ecclesiastical 
historians have not refused the honours of martyrdom to such as suffered 
in the cause of truth amongst the gnostics, .it ill becomes the- liberalt^ 
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•f the present j^ to contcmplatej with sullen indifference, or malicious 
joy, the sufferings of conscientious catholics. 

3. At the period to which the author refers, christian worship of every 
kind was prohibited ; while, in solemn mockery of relig-ion, adoration 
was paid to a strumpet under the title of the goddess of reason. Is it 
necessary to prove that men who were thus abandoned, must be hostile 
to true religion under every fi>rm ? Or, if there be any gradations in 
their abhorrence, to that most which is the most pure and perfect ? 
Are atheism and obscenity more congenial to the protestant than to the 
popish profession ? To have incurred the hatred of the nxling party of 
France at the season alluded to, is an honour which the author would be 
lorry to resign, as the exclusive boast of the church of Rome. To have 
been the object of the partiality of such bloody and inhuman mon- 
sters, would have been a stain upon protestants which the virtue of ages 
could not obliterate. 
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PREFACE. 



The \yriter is not awc^re that the sentiments ^ntaine4 
m this Discourse r^uire apology, tbou^ he is convince^ 
he needs the candour of the public with respect to the im- 
perfect mami^er in which thej are e^diiluted* If it b^ 
deemed an impro|^ietj to kitroduee politieal reflections 
in a discourse from the pulpit, he wishes it to be repem- 
bered that these are of a general nature, and such as, 
rising out of the subject and the occasion, he cannot sup- 
pose it improper for a christian minister to impress. With 
party politics he is determined to have as little to do as 
possible, and, in the exercise of his professional duties, 
nothing at all. — Conscious that what is here advanced was 
meant neither to flatter nor ofiend any party, he is not 
very solicitous about those misconstructions or misrepre- 
sentations to which the purest intentions are exposed. It 
will probably be objected, that he has dwelt too much on 
the horrors of war for a Thanksgiving Sermon ; in answer 
to which he begs it may be remembered, that as the plea- 
sure of rest is relative to fatigue, and that of ease to pain, 
so the blessing of peace, considered merely as pmce, is ex- 
actly proportioned to the calamity of war. As this, when- 
ever it is justiflable, arises out of o. necessity, not a desire 
of acquisition, its natural and proper efiectis merely tore- 
place a nation in the state it was in before that necessity was 
incurred, or, in other words, to recover what was lost, and 
secure what was endangered. The writer intended to add 
something more on the moral efi'^ictft of war, (a subjeat 
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vrhieh he should be glad to see imdertaken by seme supe- 
rier hand) but found it would not be eompatible with the 
limits he determined to assign himjelf. The Sermon haying 
been preaehed for the benefit of a Beneyolent Society insti- 
tuted at Cambridge^ will sufficiently aceount for the obser* 
Tations on charity to the poor, introduced towards the dose. 
The good which has already arisen from the exertions 
of that Soeiety is more than equal to its most sanguine 
expectations; and should this publication contribute in 
the smallest degree to the formation of similar ones in 
other parts, the Author will think himself abundantly 
compensated for the little trouble it has cost him« 
Cambbioge, June 19> ±%Q%. 



SERMON. 



PSALM 46, VERSES 8, 9. 

Cam$f behold the works of the Lord^ what desolations He hath 
made in the earth. He maketh wars to cease unto the end 
of the earth ; he hreaketh the how, and cutteth the spear 
in sunder ; he btameth the chariot in the fire. 

1 the merciful interfiosition of Providence we 
owe it that our native laud has been exempted for 
ftearly sixty years from being the seat of war ; our 
insular situation having preserved us^ under God^ 
from foreign invasion ; the admirable balance of our 
constitution from internal discord. We have heaird 
indeed^ of the ravages of armies^ and the depopula- 
tion of countries^ but they have merely supplied a 
topic of discourse^ and have occasioned no serious 
alarm. The military system^ as far as it has ap- 
peared in England^ has been seen only on the side 
of its gaiety and pomp, a pleasing show, without 
imparting any idea of its horrors ; and the rumour of 
battles and slaughter, conveyed from af^r, has rather 
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amuied our leisure^ than disturbed our reposed 
While we cannot be too thankful for our security, 
it has placed us under a disadvantage in one re- 
spect ; which is, that we have learned to contemn 
plate war with too much indifference, and to fecA 
for the unhappy countries immediately involved in 
it too little conrpassion. 'Had we ever experienced 
its calamities, we should celebrate the rettet ation c^ 
peace on this occasion wUh warmer emotions than 
there is room to apprehend are at present felt* To 
awaken those sentiments of gratitude which we are 
this day assembled to expresd> it will be proper brief* , 
)y to recal to your attention some of tlie dreadful ef- 
fects of hostility. . Real war, my brethren, is « very 
different thing from that painted kaage:of it, which 
you see on a parade, or at a review : it is the most 
awful scourge that Providen^ce employs for the chas- 
tisement of man. It is the garmtnt of vengeance 
with which the Deity anmys Mmself, when he wmtm 
forth to punish the inhabitatits of the^artb. It is 
the iuy of the Lord^ cruel k&th ^mik n^atk and fsf^e^ 
anger. It is thos deseribed by the sublimest of 
prophets : Howl ye^ fw the day of the Lord i« at 
hand; it ehall come as a destruction from the M- 
mighty : ihenfore shall ali hands be faint, and every 
man^s heart ^laU melt; pangs and sorrows sfialt 
take hold on them ; they shall be in pain as a wo- 
man that tratmileth ; they shM be amazed one at 
another ; their faces ffhailbe as flames. Behold the 
day of the Lord comets, cruel Mft witii wrath and 
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fkto^angeVf toUy ih^ land desolate} q.nd he jshgU 
de^itri^tke «^^^« oniqf it. . For the stars of heaven 
oM iJbs canstelhtions thereof , shall not give their 
light; the sun shall he darkened in hi^ going forthp 
ani the moon shall not give her lights. 

War may be ernisidfired in two vie ws^ as it aflfeetfl 
tbe happiaess^ asd as it affects the virtue of man- 
Miid ; as a eoaiee of teisery^ and as a souree of 
Climes. 

i. Though we must M die^ as the woman of Te- 
koa skidy and are ^as trater sfilt upon the ground^ 
whiAcann0t be gathered up } yet it is impossible 
for a humai^ mind to eon template the rapid extine- 
ti«n of innumerable lives without concern. To 
perish in a moment^ to be harried instantaneously, 
withont preparation and without warning, into the 
presence of theSciprsme Judge, has something in it 
inexpressibly awful and affecting. Since the com- 
mencement of those hostitities which are now so 
happily closed, it may be reasonably conjectured 
that not less than half a million of oiir fellow-crea* 
tnres have fallen a sacrifice* Half a million of be- 
ings, sharers of the same nature, warmed with the 
same hopes, and as fondly attached to life as our- 
selvei^ have been prematurely swept into the grave ; 
each of whose deaths has pierced the heart of a wife, 
a parent, a brother, or a sister. How many of these 
scenes of eomplieated distress have occurred since 
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Omiiisdence : that they are innumerable cannot ad- 
init of a doubt. In some parts of Europe^ perhaps^ 
there is scarcely a family exempt ! 

* Though the whole race of man is doomed to dis- 
solution, and we are all hastening to our long 
home ; yet at each successive moment, life and 
death seem to divide betwixt them the domiiMon of 
mankind, and life to have the larger share. It is 
otherwise in war: death reigns there without a 
rival, and without control* War is the work, the . 
element, or rather the sport and triumph of deaths 
who glories not only in the extent of bis eoiiquest| 
but in the richness of his. spoil. In the 4>ther me- 
thods of attack, in the other forma which death as- 
sumes, the feeble and the ^ed, who at tlie best 
can live but a short time, are usually the victims; 
here it is the vigorous and the strong. It is re^oarked 
by the most ancient of poets, tiiat in peace children 
bury their parents, in war parents bury their chil- 
dren : nor is the difference small. Children lament 
their parents, sincerely, indeed, but with that mode- 
rate and tranquil sorrow, which it is natural for 
those to feel who. are conscious of retaining many 
tender ties, many animating prospects* Parents 
mourn for their children with the bitterness of des- 
pair ; the aged parent, the widowed mother^ loses^ 
when she is deprived of her cliildren, every thing hut 
. the cajtacity of suffering ; her heart, withered and 
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luipe. It is Retekel weeping for her children^ ani 
rtfimng to he comforted, because they are not. 

But, to confine our attention to the number of tht 
tlaih, wo^ld give ns a very inadequate idea of tha 
ravage*-6f the 8W^*d. The lot of those who perish 
instantaneousflir ma^ be considered, apart from reli* 
j^oos prospects, as comparatively bappy, since they 
are exempt from those lingering diseases and slow 
torments to which others are liable. We cannot see 
an individttal expire, though a stranger or an ene- 
my, without being sensibly moved, and prompted 
by compassion to lend him every assistanci^ in one 
poWer; Eivevy trace of resentment vanishes in a 
moment: every other emotion give* way to pity anA 
terror. In these >lasi extremities we remember no«^ 
thing bat the respei^t and tenderness due to our com- 
mon nature. What a scene then must a field df 
battle present^ where thousands are left without as- 
sistance, and without piiy, with their wounds ex- 
posed to the piercing air, while the bloody freezing 
as it tows, binds them to the earth, amidst the 
trampling of horses, and the insults of an enraged 
foe ! H they are spared by the humanity of the 
enemy, and carried from the field, it is but a pro- 
longation of torment. Conveyed in uneasy vehi- 
cles, often to a remote distance, through roads 
almost impassible, they are lodged in ill-prepared 
receptacles for the wounded and the sick, where the 

IS 
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Variety of distress baffles all the efforts of hnmaii' 
ity and nkiWy and renders it impossible to give to 
eacb the attention he demands. Far from their na- 
tive home^ no tender assiduities of friendship^ no 
well-kpown voiee, no wife^ or mother^ or sister^ 
is near to sooth their sorrows, relieve their thirst, 
or close their eyes in death ! Unhappy man ! and 
must you be swept into the grave unnoticed and 
unnutnber^, and no friendly tear be shed for your 
sufferings, or mingled with your dust ? 

We must remember, however, that as i^ very small 
proportiion of a military life is ^pent in actual com- 
bat, so it is a very small part of its miseries which 
must be ascribed to this source. More are^ ponsum* 
ed by the rust cff inactivity than by the edge of the 
swwd ; confined to a scan^ or imwholesome diet^ 
exposed in sickly climates^ harrassed with tire- 
some marches and perpetual alarms ; their life is a 
eontinual seen^e of hardships and dangers^ They 
grow familiar with hunger, cold and watchfulness* 
Crowded into hospitals and prisons, contagioa 
spreads amongst their ranks^ till the ravages of dis* 
\ exceed those of the enemy. 



• We have hitherto only adverted to the sufferings 
of Ikose who are engaged in the profession of arms 
witho^it liking into our account the situation of the 
eountrks which are the scene of hostilities. How 
dreadful to hold every thing at the mercy of an en- 
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emy^ and to receive life itself as a boon dependent 
en the sword. How boundless the fears wbieh sneh 
a situation mast inspire, where the issues of life and 
death are determined by no known laws, principles^ 
or customs, and no conjecture can be formed of our 
destiny, except as far as it is dimly decyphered in 
characters of blood, in the dictates of revenge, and 
the caprices of power. Conceive but for a moment 
the consternation which the approach of an invading 
army would impress on the peaceful villages in this 
neighbourhood. When you have placed yourselves 
for an instant in that situation, you will learn to 
sympathize with those unhappy countries which 
have sustained the ravages of arms. But bow is it 
possible to give you an idea of these horrors ? Here 
you beh6ld rich harvests, the bounty of heaven, and 
the reward of industry, consumed in a moment, or 
trampled under ^foot, while famine and pestilenca 
follow the steps of desolation. There the cottages 
of peasants given up to the flames, mothers expiring 
through fear, not for themselves, but their infants ; 
the inhabitants flying with their helpless babes in 
all directions, miserable fugitives on their native 
soil ! In another part you witness opulentcities tak- 
en by storm; the streets, where no sounds were 
beard but those of peaceful industry^ filled on a sud- 
den with slaughter and blood, refunding with the 
cries of the pursuing and the pursued ; the palaces 
of nobles demolished, the houses of the rich pillaged^ 
the chastity of virgins and of matrons violated^ and 
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maataere and ruin. 

If wt consider the maximfl of war whieh pre- 
Tailed in the ancient worlds and which stIU prevail 
in many barbarous nations, we perceive that those 
who survive the fury of battle and the insolenee ofj 
victory, were only reserved for more durable calam- 
ities; swept into hopeless captivity, ei^posed in 
markets, or plunged in mines, with the melancbply 
distinction bestowed oa prinees and warriors, after 
appearing in the triumphal procession of' the con- 
queror, of being conducted to instant death. The^ 
contemplation of such scenes as these^ forces on us 
this awful reflection : that neither the fury of wild 
beasts, the concussions of the earth, nor the violence 
' of tempests, are to be compared to the ravages of arms; 
and that nature in her utmost extent, or, more pro- 
perly, divine justice in its utmost severity, baa sup- 
plied no enemy to man so terrible as man. 

Still however, it would be happy for mankind if 
the effects of national hostility terminated here^ 
but the fact is, that they who are farthest removed 
from its immediate desolations, share largely in^tbe 
calamity. They are drained of the most precious 
part of their population, their youth, to repair the 
waste made by the sword. They are drained of 
their wealth, by the prodigious expense incurred in. 
the equipment of fleets^ and the subsistence of a^ 
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ftHd taxes dimiDishes the public strength, and de« 
presses private iodustry. An augmentation in the 
price of the necessaries of life^ inconvettient to all 
classes, fall with peculiar weight on the labouring 
poor, who must carry their industry to market ev- 
ery day, and therefore cannot wait for that advance 
of price which gradually attaches to every other 
article. Of all people the poor are on this account 
the greatest sufferers by war, and have tlie most 
reason to rejoice in the restoration of peace. As it 
is the farthest from my purpose to awalii^n unpieas^ 
ing reflections, or to taint the pure satii^factlon of 
this day, by the smallest infusion of p^^litical actN 
mony, it will not be expected I should ap|ily these 
remarks to the peculiar circumstances of this, coun* 
try, though it would be unpardonable in us to forget 
(for to forget our danger is to forget our mercies) 
how nearly we have been reduced to famine, prin- 
cipally it is true, through a failure in the crops, 
but greatly aggravated, no doubt, in its pressure, 
by our being engaged in a war of unexampled ex- 
penditure and extent. 

In commercial states (of which Europe princi- 
pally consists) whatever interrupts their intercourse 
is ^ fatal blow to national prosperity. Such states 
Hving a mutual dependence on each other, the ef- 
fects of their hostility extend far beyond the parties 
engaged in the contest. If there be a country 
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highly commercial^ which has a decided superiority 
in wealth aud industry^ together with a fleet which 
enables it to protect its trade, the commerce of sach 
a country may survive the shock, but it is at the ex- 
pense of the commerce of all other nations ; a pain- 
ful reflection to a generous mind. Even there the 
usual channels of trade being closed, it is some time 
before it can force a new passage for itself; previous 
to which, an almost total stagnation takes place, by 
which multitudes are impoverished, and thousands 
of the industrious poor, being thrown out of employ- 
ment, are plunged into wretchedness and beggary. 
Who can calculate the number of industrious fami- 
lies in different parts of the world, to say nothing 
of our own country, who have been reduced to pov- 
erty, from this cause, since the peace of Europe 
was interrupted? 

The plague of a widely extended war, possesses^ 
in fact, a sort of omnipresence, by which it makes 
itself every where felt ; for while it gives up myri- 
ads to slaughter in one part of the globe, it is busily 
employed in scattering over countries, exempt from 
its immediate desolations, the seeds of famine, pes- 
tilence and death. 

If statesmen, if christian statesmen at least, had 
a proper feeling on this subject, and vvould open 
their hearts to the reflections which such scenes 
must inspire, instead of rushing eagerly to arms 
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from the ttiitst of conqnest^ or the thirst of gftiti^ 
would they not hesitate long, would they not try 
every expedient^ every lenient art consistent with 
national honour^ before they ventured on this despe- 
rate remedy, or rather^ before they plunged into 
this gulph of horror ? 

It is time to proceed to another view of the sub- 
ject, which is, the influence of national warfare on 
the morals of mankind : a topic on which I must be 
very brief, but which it would be wrong to omit, as 
it'supplies an additional reason to every good man 
for the love of peace. 

The contests of na^ns are both the offspring and 
the parent of injustice. The word of God ascribes 
the existence of war to the disorderly passions of 
men. Whence comes wars and fightings among 
you ? saiih the apostle James, come they not from 
your lusts that war in your members ? It is certain 
two nations cannot engage in hostilities, but one party 
must be guilty of injustice ; and if the magnitude of 
crimes is to be estimated by a regard to their conse- 
quences, it is difBcult to conceive an action of equiil 
guilt with the wanton violation of peace. Though 
something must generally be allowed for the com- 
plexness and intricacy of national claims, and the 
consequent liability to deception, yet where the guilt 
of an unjust war is clear and manifest, it sinks every 
other crim« into insigriiflcance. If the existence^ of 
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war always implieii iiijoiitiee^ in one at leatt of ttie 
parties cotictrned^ it is also the fruitfal parent of 
crimes. It reverses, with respect t6 its objects, all 
the rules of morality. It is nothing less than a tetn« 
porary repeal of the principles of virtue. It is a 
system out of which almost all the virtues are exelo- 
ded, and in which nearly all the vices are incorpora: 
ted. Whatever renders human nature atniable or 
respectable, whatever engages love or confidence, if 
sacrificed at its shnne. In instructing us to consider 
a portion of our fellow creatures as the proper ob- 
jects of enmity, it removes, as far as they are con* 
cerned, the basis of all society, of all civilization and 
virtue; for the basis of these is the good-will due to 
every individual of the specfes, as being a part of 
ourselves. From this principle all the rules of 
social virtue emanate. Justice and humanity in 
their utmost extent are nothing more than the prac- 
tical application of this great law. The sword, and 
that alone, cuts asunder the bond of consanguinity, 
which unites man to man. As it immediately aims 
at the extinction of life, it is next to impossible, up- 
on the principle that every thing may be lawfully 
done to him whom we have a right to kill, to set 
limits to military licence ; for when men pass from 
the dominion of reason to that of force, whatever 
restraints are attempted to be laid on the passions 
will be feeble aud fluctuating. Though we must 
applaud, therefore, the attempts of the humane Gro- 
tius, to blend maxims of humanity with military op- 
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<lrftfiott8, it* is to be feared they ^ill never eoalesce, 
since the former imply the subsistence of those ties 
which the latter suppose to be^ dissolved. Hence 
the morality of peaceful times is directly opposite 
io the maxims of war. The fundamental rule of 
the first is to do good ; of the latter, to inflict inju- 
- ries. The former commands us to succour the op- 
pressed ; the latter to overwhelm the defenceless. 
The former teaches men to love their enemies ; the 
latter to make themselves terrible even to strangers. 
The rules of morality will not suffer us to promote 
the dearest interest by falsehood ; the maxims of war 
applaud it when employed in the destruction of others. 
That a familiarity with such maxims must tend 
to harden the hearty as well as to pervert the moral 
sentiments, is too obvious to need illustration. The 
natural consequence of their prevalence is an un- 
feeling and unprincipled ambition, with an idolatry 
of tfdents, and a contempt of virtue ; whence the es- 
teem of mankind is turned from the humble, the 
beneficent, and the good, to men who are qualified 
by a genilis fertile in expedients, a courage that is 
never appalled, and a heart that never pities, to be- 
come the destroyers of the earth. While the phi- 
lanthropist is devising means to mitigate the evils 
and augment the happiness of the world, a fellow- 
worker together with God, in exploring and giving 
effect to the benevolent tendencies of nature, the 
warrior is revolving in the gtoomy recesses of his 
capacious mind, plans of future devastation and ruin, 

13 
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PrisoM crowded with captives, cities emptied of 
ilieir inhabitants, fields desolate and wasle^ are 
among his proudest trophies. The ftibric of his 
fame is cemented with tears and blood ; and if his 
name is wafted to the ends of the earth, it is in the 
shrill cry of suffering humanity ; in the curses an(T 
ijoiprecations of those whom his sword has reduced 
to despair. 

Let me not he understood to involve in this guilt 
every man who engages in war, or to assert that war 
itself is in all cases unlawful. The injustice of man- 
kind, hitherto incurable, renders it in some instan- 
ces necessary, and therefore lawful; but unques- 
tionably, these instances are much more rare than 
the practice of the world and its loose casuistry 
would lead us to suppose. 

Detesting war, considered as a trade or profes- 
sion, and conceiving conquerors to be the enemies of 
their species, it appears* to me that nothing is more 
suitable to the office of a Christian minister, than aa 
attempt, however feeble, to take off the colours from 
false greatness, and to show the deformity which its 
delusive splendour too often conceals. This is per- 
haps one of the best services religion can do to soci- 

• Non est inter artificla bellum, imo res est tarn hoirenda, ut eam nisi 
ffbinina necessity, aut vera caritas, honestam efficere queat.' AugustiniO 
judice, militare non est delietimi, ted prc^terprjcdiun militare peccatum 
GfL Grot, d§ Jure Bell I % c. 25. 
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«ty. Nor is there a,iiy more necessary. For domin- 
ion affording a pUin and palpable distinction, and 
every man feeling the effects of power, however in- 
competent he may be to judge of wisdom and good- 
ness, the character of a hero, there is reason to fear^ 
will always.be too dazzling. The sense of his in- 
jui^iee will be too often lost in the ^.djmiration of bm 
wiccess« 

In contemplating the influence of war on pablii!^ 
morals, it .would be unpardonable not to remark thg 
effects it never fails to produce in those parts of the 
world which are its immediate seat. The injury 
which the morals of a people sustain from an invad- 
ing army is prodigious. The agitation and sus- 
pense universally, prevalent, are incompatible with 
every thing which requires calm thought or seriomai 
reflection. In such a situation is it any wonder tbe 
duties of piety fall into neglect, the sanctuary of God 
is forsaken, and the gates of Zion mourn and are 
desolate ? Familiarizeil to the sight of rapine and 
slaughter, the people must acquire a hard and un- 
feeling character. The precarious tenure by which 
every thing is held during the absence of laws^ 
must impair confidence ; the sudden revolutions of 
fortune must be infinitely favourable to fraud anfl 
injustice. He who reflects on these consequences, 
will not think it too much to affirm, that the injury 
the virtue of a people sustains from invasion, is 
greater than that which affects their property or 
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their lives. He will perceive that by saci a ca- 
lamity the seedsi of order^ virtue, and piety, which 
it is the first care of education to implant and ma« 
ture, are swept away as by a hurricane. 

Though the sketch which I have attempted to 
give erf the miseries which ensue when nation lifts 
up arms against nation, is faint and imperfect, it is 
yet sufficient to imprint on our minds a salutary 
horror of such scenes, and a gratitude, warm, I 
trust, and sincere, to that gracious Providence 
which has brought them to a close. 

To acknowledge the hand of God is a duty in* 
deed at all times ; but there are seasons when it is 
made so bare, that it is next to impossible, and 
therefore signally criminal, to overlook it. It i» aU 
most unnecessary to add that the present iS' one 0f 
those seasons. If ever we are expected to be stilly 
and know that he is God^ it is on the present occa- 
sion, after a crisis so unexampled in the annals of 
the world ; during which, scenes have been dis- 
closed, and events have arisen, so much more as* 
tonishing than any that history had recorded or ro- 
mance had feigned, that we are compelled to lose 
sight of human agency, and to behold the Deity 
aeting as it were apart and alone. 

The contest in which we have been lately en- 
gaged^ is distinguished from all others in modem 
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fimes by the noqiber of nations it embraced^ and the 
animosity with which it was conducted. Making 
its first appearance ia the centre of the civilized 
worlds like a fire kindled in the thickest part of a 
forest^ it spread during ten years on every side, it 
burnt in all directions, gathering fresh fury in its 
progress, till it enwrapped the whole of Europe in 
its fiames, an awful spectacle not only to the inhab- 
itants of the earth, but in the eyes of superior be- 
ings ! What place can we point out to which its 
effects have not extended? Where is the nation, 
the family, the individual, I might almost say, who 
has not felt its influence ? It is not, my brethren, the 
termination of an ordinary contest which we are as- 
sembled this day to commemorate j it is an event 
which includes for the present (may it long perpetu- 
ate) the tranquillity of Europe and the pacification of 
the world. We are met to express our devout gra- 
titude to God, for putting a period to a war, the most 
eventful perhaps that has been witnessed for a 
thousand years, a war which has transformed the 
face of Europe, removed the land-marks of nations 
and limits of empire. 

The spirit of animosity with which it has been 
conducted is another circumstance which has end* 
nently distinguished the recent contest. As it would 
be highly improper to enter on this occasion (were 
my abilities equal to the task) into a discussion of 
those pi^inciples which have divided, and probably 
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will 1on§ divide the sentimeDts of men^ it may bt 
sufBcient to oliserve in general, that what princi- 
pally contributed to make the contest so peculiarly 
violent, was a discordancy betwixt the opinions and 
the institutions of society. A daring spirit of spec-^ 
ulation, un tempered, alas! by humility and devo- 
tion, has been the distinguishing feature of the pre^ 
sent times. While it confined itself to the expo- 
sure of the corruptions of religion and the abuses of 
power, it met with some degree of countenance from 
the wise and good in all countries, who were ready 
to hope it was the instrument destined by Provi* 
dence to meliorate the condition of mankind. How 
great was their disappointment when they perceived 
that pretensions to philanthropy were, with many, 
only a mask, assumed for the more successful pro^ 
pagation of impiety and anarchy ! 

From the prevalence of this spirit, however, a 
schism i;»'as gradually formed between the adher- 
ents of those, who styling themselves philosophers, 
were intent on some great change, which they were 
little careful to explain, and the patrons of the an- 
cient order of things. The pretensions of each were 
plausible. The accumulation of abuses and the 
corruptions of religion furnished weapons io the 
philosophers ; the dangerous tendency of the spec- 
.ulations of these latter, together with their impiety, 
which became every day more manifest, gave an 
advantage not less considerable to their opponents, 



IP? 

wbieh they did not fail to improve. In this situa- 
tion the breach grew wider and wider; nothing 
temperate or coaciliating was admitted. Every at'- 
tempt at purifying religion without impairing its 
authority, and at improving the condition of society, 
without shaking its foundation, was cninhed 
and annihilated in the encounter of two hostile 
forces. By this means the way was prepared, fir^t 
for internal dissension, and then for wars the most 
bloody and extensive. 

The war in which so great a pari of the world 
was lately engaged, has been frequently styled a 
war of principle. This was indeed its exact char- 
acter ; and it was this which rendered it so violent 
and obstinate. Disputes which ar^ founded merely 
on passion or on interest, are comparatively of bhort 
duration. They are, at least, not calculated to 
spread. However they paay inflame the principals, 
they are but little adapted to gain partizans. 

To render them durable, there must be an infu- 
Mon of speculative opinions. For corrupt as men 
are, they are yet so mych the creatures of reflection, 
and so strongly addicted to sentiments of right and 
wrong, that their attachn^ent to a public cause can 
rarely be secured, nor their animosity be kept alive, 
unless their understandings are engaged by some 
appearances of truth and rectitude. Hence specu- 
lative differences in religion and politics become ral- 
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lying poiats to tbe passions. Wb6ever reflects on 
the civil wars between tbe Guelpbs and tbe Ghfb- 
belines, or tbe adherents of tbe pope and tbe empe- 
ror, wbicb distracted Italy and Germany in the 
middle ages ; or those betwixt tbe houses of Tork 
and Lancaster, in the fifteenth century, will find 
abundant confirmation of thi^ remark. This 
is well understood by the leaders of parties in 
all nations; who, though they frequently aim 
at nothing more than tbe attainment of power, 
yet always contrive to cement the attachment of 
their followers, by mixing some speculative opinion 
with their contests, well knowing that what de- 
pends for support merely on the irascible passions 
soon subsides. Then docs party animosity reach 
its height, when to an interference of interests suffi- 
cient to kindle resentment, is superadded a persua. 
sion of rectitude, a conviction of truth, an apprehen- 
sion in each party that they are contending for prin- 
ciples of the last importance, on the success of which 
the happiness of millions depends. Under these im- 
pressions men are apt to indulge the most selfish and 
vindictive passions without suspicion or control.. 
The understanding indeed, in that state, instead of 
controlling the passions often serves only to give 
steadiness to their impulse, to ratify and consecrate, 
so to speak, all their movements. 

When we apply these remarks to the late contest, 
we can be at no loss to discover the source of the 
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UPpaifalleled atnmoaity which inflamed it. Never 
JbefQre were so many opposing interests, passions^ 
and prinoiples committed to such a decision. On 
^ne side ana^ttaeliment to the ancient order of things^ 
m the other a passionate desire of change ; a wish 
ill soifte to pcrpetuatcj, in others to destroy every 
thing ; every abuse sabred in the eyes of the formeri 
every foundation attempted to be demolished by. the 
latter ; a jealQxisy of power shrinking from the slight* 
est innovation^ pretensions to freedom pushed to 
madness and anarchy ; superstition in all its dotage^ 
impiety in all its fury ; whatever, in short, could be 
found most discordant in the principles, or violent 
in the passions of men, were the fearful ingredients 
^hich the hand of Diviue Justice selected to mingle 
in this furaace of wrath. Can we any longer won- 
der at the desolations it made in the ear*? Great 
as they are, they are no more than might be expect- 
ed from the peculiar nature of the warfare. When 
we take this into our consideration, we are no Ion- 
ger surprised to find the variety of its battles bur- 
desfftlue memory, that the imagination is perfectly 
fatigued in travelling over its scenes of slaughter; 
and that falling, like the mystic star in the Apoca- 
lypse^ tipon the streams and the riverSj it turned the 
third part of their toaters into blood. ^ 

t The author has inserted some reflections hei-e, which were not inclu^ 
4ed in the discourse as delivered from the pulpit. He wished to explain 
himself somewhat more fully on certain points, on which his sentiments 
iti ft former publication lia^e been much misunderstood or misrepresented. 
,But this is a. circumstance with which, as it has not troubUd himself, he 
wishes not ofiy farther to trouble the reader. 

14 
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Whether the foundations of lasting trMiqoillltj, 
are laid, or a respite only afforded to the nationjSii 
of the earthy in the present auspicipas event, is a 
%uestion^the discussion of which would only da^mp^ 
the satisfaction of this day. Whatever may be the 
fntore determinations of Providence^ let no gUx^py 
foreboding depress our gratitude for its graciouft^ 
interposition in our favour. While we feel senti- 
ments of respectful acknowledgiqent to the htimaii 
instruments employed, let us remember they are 
but instruments, and that it is our duty to look 
through them to him who is the Author of ever/ 
good and perfect gift. 

Let us now turn to the pleasing part of our sub* 
ject, which invites us to contemplate the reasons for 
gratjtud^ and joy suggested by the restoration of 
peaCQ. 

Permit me to express my hope, that along with 
peace the spirit of peace will return. How can we 
better imitate our heavenly Father, than when be 
is pissed to compose the animosities of nations, tp 
open our hearts to every milder influence. Itfet us 
hope, more mutual forbearance, a more candid coa* 
striiction of each other's views and sentiments will 
prevail. No end can now be answered by the re- 
tival of party disputes. The speculations. which 
gave occasion to them have been yielded to the ar.. 
bitration of the sword, and neither the. fortune of 
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war not tlie present eondition of Europe^ id sui^h as 
affi>rd8 to any party rodm for bigh exultation. Our 
public and private affections are no longer at vaii* 
ance. Tlrtit tietievolence which embraces the world 
i^ now iti perfect harmony with the tenderness that 
endears oiir country, Biirying in oblivion, there* 
fore, all ifational antipathies, together with thos^ 
cruel * jealousies and suspicions which have too 
'mueti marred the pleasures of mutual intercourse^ 
let our hearts correspond to the blessing we cele* 
brate, and keep pace as far as possible with the 
B&ovements of divine beneficence. 

A most important benefit has already followed 
the return of peace, a reduction of the price of 
bt^ead, and though other necessaries of life have 
not fallen in proportion, this is a circumstance 
which can hardly fail to follow. We trust the cir. 
eumstances of the poor and the labouring classes 
will be much improved, and that there will shortly 
be iib complaining in our streets. Every cottager, 
Wfc hope, will feel that there is peace, commerce re- 
turn to its ancient channels, the public burdens be 
lightened, the national debt diminished, and bar- 
4n^ony and plenty again gladden the land. 

In enumerating the motives to national gratitude, 
which the retro^ect of the past supplies, it would 
be unpardonable not to reckon among the most co- 
gent, the preservation of our excellent constitution ; 
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nor ean I doubt ot the coDcurrenee of all w)io faeaf 
toe^ when I add/ it is a pleasing refleetibB^ that 
at a period when the i§ipirit of giddiness and revoH 
has been so prevalent, we have preferred the bless^ 
ings of order to a phantom of liberty, and have not 
been &o mad as to wade through the horrors of a 
Involution to make way for a military despot. It 
tlie constitution has sustained serious injury, either 
during the war, or at any preceding period, as there 
is great room to apprehend, we shall have leiturli 
(may we but have virtue!) to apply temperate and 
e£fectual reforms. In the mean time let ns love it 
sincerely, cherish it tenderly, and secure it as far 
as possible on all sides, watching with impartial 
solicitude against every thing that may impair its 
spirit, or endanger its form. 

But, above all, let us cherish the spirit of reli-i 
gion. When we wish to open our hearts on this 
subject, and to represent to you the vanity, the no* 
thingness of every thing else in comparison, we feel 
ourselves checked by an apprehension you will 
Consider it merely as professional language, and 
consequently entitled to little regard. If, however, 
you will only turn your eyes to the awftil scenes 
before you, our voice may be spared. They will 
speak loud enough of themselves. On this subject 
they will furnish the most awful and momentous in- 
struction. From them you will learn, that the safety 
of nations is not to be sought in arts or in arms; 
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idmi seiasoe iMtj tourish amidfit tHe dee&y of hu^ 
manity } that the utmost barbarity may be blended 
with tha utmost retnement; that a paHsionfor spec* 
ulation^ unrBstraiued by the fear of God and a deept 
sense of human imperfeetinn, merely hardens the 
heart ; and that as religion, in shorty is the great 
tamer of the breast, the source of tranquillity and 
order, so the crimes of voluptuousness and impiety 
ineYttably conduct a people, before they are aware, 
to the brink of desolation and anarcby« 

: If you had wished to figiire to yourselves a conn* 
try which had reached the utmost pinnacle of pros- 
perity, you wonld undoubtedly have turned your 
(yes to France, as she appeared' a few years before 
the revolution ; illustrious in learning and genius ; 
the favourite sbodt of the arts, and the mirror of 
fashion, whither the flower of the nobility from all 
eoiuitries resorted, to acquire the last polish of which 
the human character is susceptible. Lulled in vo- 
luptuous, repose, and dreaming of a philosophical 
millennium, without dependeqce upon Ood, like 
the generation before the flood, they ate^ they drank^ 
they marriedp they were given in marriage. In 
that exuberant soil every thing seemed to flourish, 
but religion and virtue. The season however was 
at length arri]|||d, when God was resolved to punish 
their impiety, as well as to avenge the blood of his 
servants, whose souls had for a century been inces- 
jBantly crying to him from under the altar. And 
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he to whom vengeance belongs, when hn whone ways 
are unsearchable, and whose wisdom is inexhaust* 
ible, proceeded to the execution of this striuige work, 
he drew from his treasures a weapon he had never 
employed before. Resolving to make their puiush^ 
ment as signal as their erimes, he neither let looee 
an inundation of barbarous nations, nor the desola- * 
ting powers of the universe : he neither overwhelm* 
ed tbem with earthquakes, nor visited them wiUi 
pestilence. He summoned from among themselves 
a ferocity more terrible than either, aferoeity which 
mingling in the struggle for liberty, and borrowing 
aid from that very refinement to which it seemed to 
be opposed, turned every man's hand against hii»^ 
neighbour, and sparing no age, nor sex, nor rank, 
till satiated with the ruin of greatness, thedisitresses 
of innocence, and the tears of beauty, it terminated 
its career in the most unrelenting despotism. Hiou 
art righteous,, O Lord, which art, and which was 
and which shall be, because thou hast judged thus, 
for they have shed the blood of saints and pro* 
phets, and thou hast given them blood to drink^ 
for they are worthy. 

If the weakness of humanity will not permit us 
to keep pace with the movements of divine justice; 
if, from the deep commiseration exciled by the view 
of so much wo, our tongue falters in expressing 
those sublime sentiments of triumph which revela- 
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iion suggests on this occasion^ we shall be pardon* 
ed by (he Beisg who kiiows our frame ; while Both- 
ing ean preveiit us^ at least, from adoring this illiis- 
trious vindication of his own religioo, whose divin- 
iiy we see is not less apparent in the blessings it 
bestows, than in the calamities which mark its de^ 
parture. 

Our only security against similar calamities is a 
steady adherence to this religion; not the religion of 
Dftere form and profession, but that which has its seat 
in the heart; nor is it mutilated and debased by the 
refinements of a false philosophy,but as it exists in all 
itssimplieity and extent in the sacred scriptures ; con- 
sbting in sorrow for sin, in the love of God, and in 
faith in a crucified Redeemer. If this religion re* 
vives and flourishes amongst us, we may still sur- 
mount all our difficulties, and no weapon formed 
against us will prosper ; if we despise or neglect it, 
no human power can afford us protection. Instead 
of shewing our love to our country, therefore, by 
engaging eagerly in the strife of parties, let us 
chnse to signalize it rather by beneficence, by piety, 
by an exemplary discharge of the duties of private 
life, under a persuasion that that man, in the final 
issue of things, will be seen to have been the best 
patriot, who is the be»t christian. He who diffuses 
the most happiness, and mitigates the most distress 
within his own circle, is undoubtedly the best fAend 
to his country and the world, since nothing more is 
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to make the greatest part of the misery of tlie world 
cease in a moment. While the [mssion, then, of 
some is to shine, of some to govern, and of others to 
accumulate, let one great passion alone inflame our 
breasts, the passion which reason ratifies, which 
conscience approves, which heaven inspires, that of. 
being and of doing good. 

Thejre is no vanity, I trust, in supposing that the 
reflections which this Discourse has presented to 
your view, have awakened those sentiments of gra- 
titude to the Father pf Mercies for his gracious in- 
terposition in the restoration of peace, which you 
are impatient to express by stronger evidence than 
words. Should this be tlie case, a plain path is 
before you. While the eminence of the divine per- 
fections renders it impossible for us to contribute to 
the happiness, or augment the glory of the Creator, 
he has left amongst us, for the exercise of our virtue, 
the indigent and the afflicted, whom he has in an 
especial manner committed to our tare, and appoint- 
ed to represent himself. The objects of the insti- 
tution, for which I have this day the honour to 
plead, are those of whom the very mention is suffi- 
cient to excite compassioji in every feeling mind, 
the sick and the aged poor.* To be scantily pro- 

* it may be proper to remind the reader, that this Discourse was 
preached for the benefit of a benevolent society, recently instituted at 
Cambritlge, for the relief of the sick and ag^d poor; and that oneprin- 
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vided with the necessaries of life^ to endure cold^ 
hunger, and nakedness, is a great calamity at all 
seasons ; it is almost unnecessary to observe how 
much these evils^ are aggravated by the pressure of 
disease, when exhausted nature demands whatever 
the most tender assiduity can supply to cheer itsi 
languor and support its sufferings. It is the peeu- 
liar misfortune of the afflicted poor, that the very 
circumstance which increases their wants, cuts off, 
by disqualifying them for labour, the means of their 
supply. Bodily affliction, therefore, falls upon them 
with an accumulated weight. Poor at best, when 
seized with sickness they become utterly destitute. 
Incapable even of presenting themselves to the eye 
of pity, nothing remains for them, but silently to 
yield themselves up to sorrow and despair. The 
second class of objects, which it is the design of this 
society to relieve, are the aged poor. Here it is 
quite unnecessary for me to attempt to paint to you 
the sorrows of old age; a period indeed which, by 
a strange inconsistency, we all wish to reach, 
while Ve shi*ink with a sort of horror from the in- 
firmities and sufferings inseparable from that mel- 
ancholy season. What can be a more pitiable ob- 
ject than decrepitude, sinking under the accuma- 
lated load of years and of penury? Arrived at 

cipal motive with the author for complying with the request of the 
Society in publishing it, was a desire ;to excite ^e attention of the 
benevolent to the formation of similar societies in other parts. A further 
account of the Institution will be found at the end of the Sermon. 

is 
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that period when the most fortunate confess they 
have no pleasure^ how foi^lorn is bis situation, who 
destitute of the means of subsistence, has survived 
his last child, or his last friend ! Solitary and neg- 
lected, without comfort and without hope, depend- 
ing for every thing on a kindness he has no means 
of conciliating, he ftnds himself left alone in a world 
to which he has ceased to belong, and is oiily felt 
in society as a burden it is impatient to shake off. 
Such are the objects to which this Institution soli- 
cits your regard. 

It is, in my humble opinion, a most excellent part 
of the plan of the Society, in whose behalf I ad- 
dress you, that no relief is administered without 
first personally visiting the objects in their own 
abode. By this means the precise circumstances 
of each case are clearly ascertained, and imposture 
is sure to be detected. Where charity is adminis- 
tered without this precaution, as it is impossible to 
discriminate real from pretended distress, the most 
disinterested benevolence often fails of its purpose, 
and that is yielded to clamorous importunity which 
is withheld from lonely want. The mischief ex- 
tends much farther. From the frequency of such 
imposition, the best minds are in danger of becom- 
ing disgusted with the exercise of pecuniary chari- 
ty, till from a mistaken persuasion, that it is impos- 
sible to guard against deception, they treat the most 
abandoned and the most deserving with the same 
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negUot. Thus the heart contracts into selfishness, 
and those delicious emotions which the benevolent 
i&uthor of nature implanted to prompt us to relieve 
distress, become extinct ; a loss greater to ourselves 
than to the objects to whom we deny our compas- 
sion. To prevent a degradation of character so 
fatal, allow me to urge on all whom Providence 
has blessed with the means of doing good^ on thofle 
especially who are indulged with affluence and 
leisure, the importance of devoting some portion of 
their time in inspectivgj as well as of their proper- 
ty in relieving^ the distresses of the poor. 

By this means an babitual tenderness will be 
cherished, which lyill heighten inexpressibly the 
happiness of life, at the same time that it will 
most effectually counteract that selfishness which a 
continual addictedness tp the pursuits of avarice 
and ambition never fails to produce. As selfish- 
ness is a principle of continual operation, it needs 
to be opposed by some other principle, whose ope- 
ration is equally uniform and steady ; but the casual 
impulse of compassion, excited by occasional appli- 
tatiofns for relief, is by no means equal to this pur- 
pose. Then only will benevolence become a pre- 
vailing habit of mind, when its exertion enters into 
the system of life, and occupies some stated portion 
ef the time and attention. In addition to this, it is 
worth while to reflect how much consolation the 
poor must derive from finding they are the objects 
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et perdontil aitenHon to thmr niore^ofnilent nfeigW 
bours^ that they are acknowledged* as brethren of 
the same family, and that should they be overtaken 
with affliction or calamity, they are in no danger of 
perishing nnpitied and unnoticed. With all th» 
pride that wealth is apt to inspire, how seldom are 
the opulent truly aware of their high destination* 
Placed by the Lord of all on an eminence, and en^ 
trusted with a superior portion of his goods, to them 
it belongs to be dispensers of his bounty, to succour 
distress^ to draw merit from obscurity, to behold 
oppression and want vanish before tUem, and ac^ 
companied wherever they move with perpetual ben* 
edictions, to present an imag^ of him^; who at the 
close of time, in the kingdom of the redeemed, will 
itipe air ay tear^from aU faces. It is surely unne- 
cessary to remark how insipid are the pleasiires of 
voluptuousness and ambition compared to what such 
a life must afford, whether we compare them with 
respect to the present, the review of the past^ or the 
prospect of the future. ^ 

It is probable some may object, that such exer-- 
tions, however amiable in themselves, are rendered 
unnecessary by the system of parochial relief, es^ 
tablished in this country. To which it is obvious 
to reply, that however useful this institution may be^ 
there must always be a great deal of distress, which 
it can never relieve. Like all national institutions, 
it is incapable of bending from the rigour of-gene-! 
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ratrales^ so asto^ttdapt kself toilie precifli^ einmmi^ 
stances of eacl^ respective case. Besides that it 
Would be vain to expect mach tenderness In the ex* 
epution of a legal office, the machine itself, though 
it may be well suited to the general purpose it is 
intended to answer, is too large and unwieldy to. 
touch those minute points of difference, those dis* 
tinct kinds and gradations of distress, to thieh the 
operation of personal benevolence will ea^ly adapt 
itself. In addition to which, it will occur to those 
Who reflect, that, on account of the increksing de- 
mands of the poor, the parochial system, which 
presses hard liponmany ill able to bear it^ is alrea** 
dy strained to the utmost. 

Although the society in whose behalf I address 
you, is but recently established, it has been ena- 
bled painfully to ascertain the vast proportion of 
its objects of th6 female sex, a melancholy circum- 
stance, deserving the seHdus attention of the public 
on more accounts than one. Of the cases whic^i have 
occurred to their notice, since the commencetnent of 
their labours, more than three-fourths have been of 
tWt description. The situation of females l^ithout 
fortune in this country is indeed deeply afrecting. 
Excluded from all the active employments. In which 
they might engage with the utmost propriety, by 
fcen, who to the injury of one sex, add' the dis- 
grace of making the other effeminate and rWiculous, 
att indegent female, the object probably oi love and 
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teiHiavttMa i^beir y(m% at a more adyaaee^ age^ a 
wUlbered flawer ! has nothing to do^but to retire and 
diCv ^ Thud it comes to pass, that the most amiable 
part of oar species, by a detestable combination in 
those wh# ought tq be their protectors^ are pushed 
off the fSti^ge, as though they were no longer wor- 
thy to life, when they ceased to be the objects of 
passion. How strongly on this account, this soci- 
tty is entitled to your attention (as words would 
fail,) I leave to ibp pensiv^e reflection of your own 
bosoms. 

To descant on the evils of poverty might seem en- 
tirely unnecessary (for what with most is the great 
business of life, but to remove it to the greatest pos- 
fiible djptance ?) were it not that, besides its being 
the most common of all evils, there are circumstan- 
ces peculiar to itself, which expose it to neglect 
The seat of its sufferings are the appetites^ not the 
passions ; appetites which are common to all, and 
which, being capable of no peculiar combinations, 
epnfer no distinction. There are kinds of distress 
founded on the passions, which, if not applauded, 
are at ^east admired in their excess, as implying a 
peeuliai^ refinement of sensibility in the mind of the 
sufferer. Embellished by taste, and wrought by the 
magic of genius into innumerable forms, they turn 
grief into a luxury, and draw from the eyes of mil- 
lions delicious tears. But no muse ever ventured to 
adoTtt the distresses of poverty or the sorrows of hun« 
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ger. Disgusting taste and delicaey, and preMnfitig 
nothing pleasing- to the imagination^ they are mere 
misery in all its nakedness and deformity. Henee 
shame in the sufferer, contempt in the beholder, andi 
an obscurity of station, which frequently removes 
them from the view, are their inseparable portion^. 
Nor can I reckon it, on this account, amongst tb^ 
improvements of the present age, that by the multi^ 
plication of works of fiction, the attention is diverted 
, from scenes of real to those of imaginary distress ; 
from the distress which demands relief, to that which 
admits of embellishment : in consequence of wt^ich ' 
the understanding is enervated, the heart is eormpt- 
ed, and those feelings which were designed to stim- 
ulate to active benevolence are employed in nourish- 
ing a sickly sensibility. To a most impure and 
whimsical writer,* whose very humanity is unnat- 
ural, we are considerably indebted for this inoora- 
tion. Though it cannot be denied, that by diffusing 
a warmer colouring over the visions of fancy, sen- 
sib||ty is often a source of exquisite pleasures to 
others, if not to the possessor, yet it should never le 
confounded with benevolence ; since it constitutes 
at best rather the ornament of a fine, than the virtue 
of a good mind, A good man may have nothing ^f 
it, a bad man may have it in abundance. 

* The author alludes to Sterne, the whole tendency of whose writhifs 
is to degrade human nature, hy resolving all our passions into a mere an- 
mal instinct, and that of the grossest sort^ It was perfectly natiu-al ftr 
such a writer to employ his powers m panegrrising an ass. 
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Lenving therefore these amusements of the ima- 
giDatloQ to the vain and indolent^ let as awake to 
nator^ and troth, and in a world from which we 
must 60 shortly be summoned, !i world abounding 
with ko many real scenes of heart rending distress 
as well as of vice and Impiety, employ all our pow- 
ttn fn reKeting the one and in correcting the other, 
thai when we have arrived at the borders of eternity, 
we may not be tormented with the awful reflection 
ijf laving lived in vain. 

■ If ever there was a period When poverty made a 
more forcible appeal than usual to the heart, it is 
unquestionably that which we have lately witness- 
ed, the calamities of which, though gireatly dimin- 
ished by' the auspicious event which we now cele- 
brite, are far from being entirely renioved. Poverty 
used in happier times to be discerned in a superior 
meanness of apparel and the total absence of orna- 
ment. We have seen its ravages reach the mauj 
proclaiming themselves in the trembling step, i(|^the 
dejected countenance, and the faded form. We 
iave seen emaciated infants, no ruddinesi^ in their 
greeks, no sprightliness in their motions, while 
fie eager and imploring looks of their mothers, 
leduced below the loud expressions of grief, have 
announced unutterable anguish and silent despair. 

From the reflections Which have been made on 
the peculiar nature of poverty, you will easily ac- 



eouBt for the proitiglouB stress which is h^id oa 
the doty of pecuniary benevolence in t)ie Old and 
New Testament. In the former^ God delighted 
in assuming the character of the patron of the 
poor and needy ; in the latter^ the short deinitioa 
of the religion which he approves^ is to visit the 
Jfdtherhss and the wiimCy and to keep Mmse^ un-t 
spotted from the world. He who knew what waft 
in man, well knew that, since the entrance of sin^ 
selfishness was become the epidemic disease of huk 
man nature ; a malady which almost every thing 
tends to inflame, and the conquest of which is ab» 
solutely necessary, before we can be prepared for 
the felicity of heaven ; that whatever leads us put 
of ourselves, whatever unites iis to him and his 
creatures in pure love, is an important step towards 
the recovery of his image ; and finally, that his 
church would consist for the most part of the pdor 
of this icorld^ rich in faith^ and heirs qf the king>- 
dovny whom he was resolved to shield from the 
contempt of all those who do not respect his air- 
thority, by selecting them from the innumerdxle 
millions of mankind to be the peculiar representa- 
tives of himself. 

Happy are they whose lives correspond to these 
benevolent intentions ; who, looking beyond the 
transitory distinctions which prevail here, and will 
vanish at the first approach of eternity, honour God 
in his children, and Christ in his image. How 
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mitdb^ en tke emitmry, are thds^ to be pitie^^ m 
whatever «pbere tbey move^ who live to themselvesi 
uamrndfiil of the coming of their Lord. When h$ 
$hall €oma 0MI $hiUl nof keep silence^ when a fir$- 
9haU ievow before hiniy and it shftU be very tern' 
fe9twu$ round about hin^ every things It is true, 
will ci^tl^ to/fili tfaeni with; confirmation $ yet^ 
Biethinksy neither the voice of the Archangel, nor 
the tramp of Bod, nor the dissolution of the ele* 
ments^ nor 4lie §mb of the Joijge i^^lCj^ from which 
the heavens will flee away, will be so dismaj^in^ 
. and terrible to these men as the sight of the pdor 
members. of Christ; whom, having spurned and 
neglected in the days of their huxriiliation^ they^ will 
then behold with amazement united to their Lord^ 
covered with his glory, and seated on his throne. 
>How will they be n^onkhed t^ ^e them smrroupd* 
ed with so UMieh HMJeiity. How will they cast 
down their eye^ in their presence. How will they 
4sarseihat gold, which will then eat tfieir flesh. u 
with flre^ and that, avarice,, that indolence, that vo- 
Inptamiiness^ which will entitle them to so muph 
misery! You will then learn that the iqiitatioii of 
Christ is the only wisdom : you will thcjp be coa* 
vinced U is better to be endeared to the cotta^e^ 
than admired iE the palace, i/v hen to have wijied 
the tears of the afflicted,, apd inherited the pr^y* 
«rs of the widow, and the fatherless^ shall b« fonnd 
a rieher pAtriwQjiy tfi^n the favour c^f princes. 



. i. 






ACCOUNT 

THE BlBNBfVOLBNt SOCIETY, 

FOR TttE Rl^LIEF QF TH1& SICK AND ^GED POOR. 



31^l8ed is he th%t eonsid^th the ^oor. Psalm xli. 1. 
Inasmuch a^ ye have done it untd one of the least^f thes^ il^ bttttotQ} 
ye have done it ttiita mte. Jtattc «i^* 40; • i 



X HAT betiBVolence i^ an fanbitari duty^ amiilg 
entof out coDstitufion as rational and soeial crea^ 
tures, and enforced upon us hj tfae most powetfol 

"^ motives as Christians^ m one will deny, Tbe va- 
rious exertions of the humane and (bo pious^ in pri- 

^ vat^ circles and in publie institutions^ a^e so many 
{iroofs of the fruih df this sentinient ; 6ut notwith* 
standing tiiose ejcertiom^^ there is stiil ampto room 

' for enlargeinerit* Thos6 persons i^bo are in ^& 

' liabit of visiting the cottages^ or tbe ehambenai nf 
the poor, are too fr^qmintly^^he mekmekoly irit» 
nesses of'that e?tti^eme porerty, pining Hiekness^ 
and poi^gtim^ dt«itt*e»s, iMiieh eu«rgeti for 

telief. 



"^ With t^e d^flign of adttioi^t^ii^; in some'degree, 
such relief, a Bumber of persons, have formed 
themselves into a Society, the nature and objecte 
of which are such, that it may with the greatest 
truth be said, to deserve^ and it can scarcely be 
doubted but it will meet with such encouragement 
as may render it a blessiog to the pbcMr of the town 
of Camlnidge. It is likewise ardently hoped, that 
the Society will meet with such farther encourage* 
meut^ that its benevolettt exertions may not be con- 
fined to the town, but extended to the neighbouring 
villages. *- 

The/r«* object of the Society is to afford pecuni- 
ary assistance to the sick and the aged poor. To 
seleet proper objects, and guard against the abuses 
attending indiscriminate relief, visitors will be ap- 
pointed to examine, and judge of the nature of every 
case, and to report the same to a Committee of the 
Society. 

The second object of the Society is— rThe moral 
and religious improvement of the objects relieved. 
A word spoken in due season (says the Wise Man) 
how good is it / The hour of affliction, the bed of 
sickness, afford the most seasonable opportunities 
for usefulness ; and it is hoped, that the heart may 
in a more peculiar manner be open to the best of im- 
pressions at such a. season, an<!^w hen underase^use 
of obligation for relief already administered. 



, ill a Soeiety race ft© prcwnt, all di«tiiielioii8 of 
»ete4iiid pailie» are lost ia th« one geaeral design 
fd davnggaod^f and the siiec^i^ which has attended 
Societies^ nearly similar^ in different parts of this 
kingdmn^ and more partiealarly in the metropolis^ 
m relievingibe distress and ameliorating the condi* 
tion of tfa(Bisand$ and tens of thousands of onr fel- 
low creatnres^ affords reason to hope^ that under the 
diYJkie blessing, similar success will attend the So- 
ciety established in this town. 



RULES OF TH£ SOCIETY. 

I. Any person, of whatever denomination, age, or 
sex, disposed to assist this benevolent undi^takUig, 
may be admitted a subscriber; each subscril^er, on 
Admission, to pay not less than one shilUog, and 
from two^ pence per week to any sum such subscri- 
ber may think proper. 

II. That the business of this Society be managed 
by a Committee of fourteen persons, including the 
Treasurer and Secretary ; five of whom shall be com- 
petent to transact business : — ^thattbe Committee be 
open to any member of the Society, who may think 
proper to attend. In case of any vacancy in the 
Committee, by death, or resignation, the remaining 
inembers of the Committee be empowered to fill up 
such vacancy. 



m. TiMt ihe ConmhtM Bieet'iBOBthiy, «|^ea«h 
orther^ booses, to receive reports, eonsiderif eawer, 
i^point visitors, and audit their aceoonts. , ' * 

J ■ ■ ♦ -. * . 

TV. That tbere be an annnal general in<5etii^^ of 
whieb due notice will be given> wben the sUto (^ 
the Society shall be reported^ and the Treasarer^ 
Secretary^ and Committee appointed^ to manage the 
Mncerns thereof. 

y. That the 9ick and the aged be est<^;ne4 the 
only objects of the compassion of this Society^ and 
wk^ the fluid |9 ee^bWi^. to jtlie mmpf 4ve gpu^ds^ 
tibe cams ol.tjb^ ftKJk aJbse^fha^ l^e ^atteqided to. 

TI. That no member be allowed to recommend a 
ease^ until thiree mraHis after bis or Uer siibieripiion 
hath Mmmencedy nor l^lbar ttitatiis in «rrears^ uit- 
til SQch arrears be iKsefaaarged, preiridedthey have 
received notice (^ the same/ 

VII. That no case be received but from a sub- 
scriber, who is expected to be well acquainted with 
the case recommended, and to report the particulars 
to one of the visitors. 

Yin. That the viskors be appointed to adminis* 
ter relief, and not the person who recommends the 
ease. 



I2C ThUii 110 (MibfcribePi, while they .eootiBQe 
9ach^ ftbajl receive jmj relief from this Society, nor 
jthall any of those who cooduet the business thereof 
receive any gratuity for their services. 

^*^ The Committee consists of an eqnal num- 
ber of Ladies and Gentlemen ; and persons of both 
sexes are appointed as visitors, in rotation. 

Itl Subscriptions and Donations are received 
, by the' Treasurer; Secretary, or any member of tht 
Cotiimittee. 

At ft Gene¥atMe^%ng of lAe Soei^yy held a^e- 
ably to pubHe no(i6e^ arMr. AMermaii ind's, on 
Monday, May 3d, 1802 — It was 

Besolvtei, That when the nM^al i^d^teriptioBs of 
the Society amoimiia mmty pQuniSf hni the fund 
io thirty fwmisy th^ dnarnktee be empowered to 
extend relief to other distreased^ecte besides the 
^icTe and the aged. 
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PRBSENt CRISIS. 

A 
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FRBAOHKD AT 

BRIDGBSTREBT, BRIStOL, ENGLAND, 

eoTOBBR, 19, 1808; 
BEING THB DAY APPOINTED 

A GENERAL FAST. 
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KIVERSITY: 



SERMON. 



JI^REMIAH, CHAP. 8, VER^ 6. 

I heavkmei and heardi but they spake not aright : no man 
repented him of his wiekednesSf sayingf What have I 
done9 erenj one turned to his course, as the horse rush- 
ethinto the battle. 

1 HOUGH we are well assured the Divine Being 
is attentive to the conduct of men at all times^ yet it 
is but reasonable to believe he is peculiarly so whilst 
they are under his correcting hand. As he does not 
tcillrngly affiict the children ofmen^ he is wont to do 
it slowly^ and at intervals^ waiting, if we may so 
speak^ to see whether the preceding chastisement 
will produce those sentiments which shall appease 
his anger, or confirm his resolution to punish. When 
sincere humiliation and sorrow fdr past ofieneet 
take place, his displeasure subsides, he relents and 
repents himself of the evil. Thus he speall^s by the 
mouth of Jeremiah : M what instant I shall speak 
concerning a nation and concerning a kingdom^ to 



fluck upf and to puU down^ and to destroy U^ if that 
nation against whmi I have pronounced^ turn frpm 
their evil^ I mil repent of the evil that I thought to 
do unto them. 

We are tkis day assembled at tlie ^1 of onr Sot- 
ereign^ to hamble ourselves in the presence of AU 
BUghty God, under a sense of oor sins, and to ini- 
ploroiliis interposition, that we may net be delivered 
into the hands of our enemies, nor fall a prey to the 
malice of those who hate us. It is surely^ then, of 
theutim)st consequence to see to it^ that our humili- 
«tton be deep, our repentance sincere^ and the dis- 
positions we cherish, as well as tbe reflK^ims we 
form^ suitable to the nature of the crisis, and the so- 
femidty of tbe aiseasion ; ^^mcb^ in m wovA, as Qmnis- 
ciemee^ will approve* 

Is the wonds of the text^ tbe Lord reproaches tbe^ 
people of Ismel with not speaking aright^ and eom^ 
plains thait, while he was waiting to hear the Un*t 
^age of peniten^al sorrow and Immiliatton, he wit-^ 
i^sMd nothing bat an insensibility to his reproofs,^ 
an obitipate' perseverance in. guilt, with a fatal ea-^ 
gefniess to rush to tbeir former course. He hmrle^ 
emed aiu{ heard^ hut they apake not aright: no man 
repented himself ^f hie iniquity ^ nor eaidf What have 
I done f but every one rushed to his iUfurse^ « the 
harse tusheth into the batde. 
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* As the principles of the* divine administriEticm aro 
hivariable^ and the 5¥itnati<m of Great Britaifa irt this 
inontent, noi aUogetfber utilike that of Israel at the 
time this portion of prophecy was penned^ p^bapt 
we cannot better improve the present solemnity, than 
by taking occasion from the words before us ta point 
out some of those Sentiments and views which ap«^ 
pear in the present crisis ncrt td he^ rights and after 
exploding these, to endeavourr io substitute mere 
correct ones in their stead. 

1. T%ey who e'ontent themselvi^s with an attempt 
to trace national judgments to their natural csanses^ 
without looking any higher, entertain a view of the 
subject very inadeqna^te to the demands of the pre- 
sent season. When you have traced i4 the effects 
of an unparalleled convulsion on the continent, to 
the relative situation of foreign powers, to the tur- 
bulent passions and insatmble ambition of an indi- 
vidual, the evils which threaten us, what have you 
done to mitigate those evils? What alleviation^ 
have yon aflbrded to perplexity and distress ^ They 
still exist in all their force. Far be it from me to 
attempt to discourage polilical enquiry^ An enqui- 
ry into the soerces of ^eat events, an- attempt to 
develope the more hidtlen causes which influence, 
under God, the destiny of nations, is an exercise vi* 
the mental powers more noble than almost any 
other, inasmuch as it embraces the widest field, and 
grasps a chain whose links are the most numerous, 
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complicated, and subtile. The most profoond 
political speculations, however, the most refined 
theories of government, though they establish. the 
fame of their authors, will be found, perhaps, to 
have had very little influence on the happiness of 
nations. As the art of criticism never made an 
orator or a poet, though it enables us to judge of 
. their merits, so the comprehensive speculation of 
modern times, which has reviewed and compared 
the manners and institutions of every age and coun- 
try, has never formed a wise government or a happ^ 
people. It arrives too late for that purpose, sinc6 
it owes its existence to an extensive survey of man- 
kind, under a vast variety of forms, through all those 
periods of national improvement and decay, in 
which the happiest efforts of wisdom and policy^ 
have been already made. The welfare of a nation^ 
depends much less on the refined wisdom of the 
few, than on the manners and character of the many ; 
and as moral and religious principles have the chief 
influence in forming that character, so an acknowl- 
edgment of the hand of Gtid, a deep sense of his 
dominion, is amongst the first of those principles. 
While we attend to the operation of second causes, 
let us never forget that there is a Being who is 
placed above them, who can move and arrange 
them at pleasure, and in whose hands they never 
fail to accomplish the purposes of his unerring 
counsel. The honour of the Supreme Ruler re- 
quires that his supremacy should be acknowledged^^ 
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Ids a^ney confessed ; nor is there any thing \^hich 
Jie more intends by his chastisements than to ex- 
tort this confession^ or any thing he more highly 
resents^ than an attempt to exclude him from the con* 
cerns of his own world. Woe unto them (saitb 
Isaiah) that rise up early in the morning that they 
majf follow strong drink ^ that cantinue till nighty 
until wine inflame them : and the harpy and the 
inoly and the tabret^ and the pipe are in their feasts ; 
hat they regard not the work of the Lord^ neither 
consider the operation of his hands — Isaiah v. 11. 
The same prophet complains, that while the hand 
•f Jehovah was lifted up they would not see ; 
but he adds^ they shall see. If lighter chastise, 
ments will not suffice, he has heavier in reserve ; 
if they despise his reproofs, he will render his an- 
ger with fury, his rebukes with flames of flre : he 
is resolved to overcome ; and what must be the 
issue of a contest with Omnipotence, it is as easy 
to foresee as it is painful to contemplate. 

8. They speak not aright, who, instead of plac- 
ing their reliance on God for safety, repose only on 
an arm of flesh. The perfect unanimity which pre- 
Tails, the ardour to defend every thing dear to us, 
which is expressed by all classes, the sacrifices 
cheerfully made, the labours sustained, and the 
mighty preparations by sea and land, which the 
vigilance of government has set on foot to repel the 
enemy from our coasts, or insure his discomfiture 
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flfaoald he arrive, must be highly satisfactory to 
every well disposed mind. They afford, as far as 
human means can afford, a well founded prospect 
of success. Though there is, on this account, no 
room to despond^ but much on the contrary to lead 
us to anticipate a- favourable issue to the contest ; 
yet, nothing, surety can justify that language of 
extravagant boast, that proud confidence in our 
national force, without any acknowledged depend- 
ence upon God, which, however fashionable it may 
be, is as remote from the dictates of true courage 
as of true piety. True courage is firm and unas- 
suming: true piety serious and humble. In the . 
midst of all our preparations, we shall, if we are 
wise, repose our chief confidence in him who has 
every element at his disposal ; who can easily dis- 
concert the wisest councils, confound the mightiest 
projects, and save when he pleases, by many or by 
few. While the vanity of such a pretended reli^ 
ance on Providence as supersedes the use of means, 
is readily confessed, it Js to be feared we are not 
sufficiently careful to guard against a contrary ex- 
treme, in its ultimate effects not less dangerous. If 
to depend on the interposition of Providence with- 
out human exertion, be to tempt God, and to confide 
in an arm of fiesh, without seeking his aid, is to 
deny him ; the former is to be pitied for its weak- 
ness, the latter to be censured for its impiety : nor 
is it easy to say which affords the worst omen 
of success. Let us avoid both these extremes;- 
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availing oatselves of all the resources which wis- 
dom can suggest^ or energy produce ; let us still 
reel and acknowledge our absolute dependence 
upon God. With humble and contrite hearts^ witk 
filial confidence and affection, let us flee to his arm^, 
that thus we may enjoy the united supports of rea- 
son and religion, and every principle, human and 
divine, may concur to assure us of our safety. Thus 
shall we effectually shun the denunciations so fre- 
quent and so terrible, contained in his holy word^ 
against the vanity of human confidences. Curbed 
is the man that truateth in man, and maJeeth flesh 
his arm. 

3. Their conduct is not to be approved, who, in 
the present crisis, indulge in wanton and indiscrim* 
inate censure of the measures of our rulers. I say 
wanton and indiscriminate ^ because the privelegt 
of censuring, with moderation and decency, tht 
measures of government, is essential to a free con- 
stitution ; a privilege which can never lose its value 
in the eyes of the public, till it is licentiously abus- 
ed. The temperate exercise of this privelege, is a 
most useful restraint on those errors and excesses, 
to which the possession of power supplies a temp, 
tation. The free expression of the public voice is 
capable of overawing those who have nothing be- 
side .to apprehend ; and the tribunal of public opin- 
ion is one, whose decisions it is not easy for men, 
in the most elevated stations, to despise. Te this 
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we may add^ that the unrestrained disenftsiofi of 
national affairs, not only gives weight to the senti- 
ments, but is eminently adapted to enlighten the 
minis of a people, and, consequently, to inereaae 
that general fund of talent and information, from 
which the accomplishments even of statesmen them- 
•elves must be ultimately derived. While, there- 
fore^ we maintain this privilege with jealous care, 
kt us be equally careful not to abuse it. There k 
a deference and respect, in my apprehension,' du^ 
to civil governors on account of their office^ wkieb 
w^ a,re not permitted to violate, even when we are 
under the necessity of blaming thpir tneasubres. 
When the apostle Paul was betrayed into an in- 
temperate expression of anger against the Jewish 
High Priest, from an ignorance of' the station he 
occupied, he was no sooner informed of thi», than 
he apologized, and quoted a precept of the Mo«aic 
Law, which says. Thou shalt not revile the godSp 
nor curse the ruler of thy people ; in agreement 
with which, the New Testament subjoins to the 
doty of fearing God, that of honouring the king ; 
and frequently and emphatically inculcates submis- 
sion to civil rulers, not so much from a fear of their 
power, as from a respect for their office. 

The ancient prophets, it is true, in the immedi- 
ate discharge of their functions, appear to have 
treated kings and princes with no sort of ceremony* 
But before we establish their style into a precedent^ 



139 

let us recollect they were privileged persons^ speak* 
iBg expressly in the aame of the Most- High, who 
^ve them his words, and invested them for the 
moment with a portion of his majesty. 

Apart froiQ the personal characters of rulers, 
which are ftactuating and variable, you will find 
the apostles continually enjoin respect to govem- 
fident as gavernmentf as a permanent ordinance of 
.Ood, susceptible of various modifications from hu- 
man wisdom, but. essential, under some form or 
otl^r, to the existence of society ; and affording a 
representation, faint a^d inadequate, it is true, but 
still a representation of the dominion of God over 
the earths The wisdom of resting the duty of sub- 
^ mission on this ground is obvious. The possession 
of office forms a plain and palpable distinction, lia- 
Ue to no ambiguity or dispute. Personal merits, 
on the contrary, are easily contested, so that if the 
obligation of obedience were founded on these, it 
would have no kind of force, nor retain any sort of 
hold on the conscience ; the bonds of social order 
might be dissolved by .an epigram or a song. The 
more liberiil sentiments of respect for institutions 
being destroyed, nothing would remain to insure 
teanquillity but a servile fear of men. In the total 
absence of those sentiments, the mildest exertion of 
authority would be felt as an injury : authority: 
would soon cease to be mild ; and princes would 
have no alternative^ but that of governing their sub^ 
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jeeti with the ipvere jealonsy of a master o?fir 
slaves impatient of revolt t so narrow i^ the bound* 
ary which separates a licentious freedom ffroip: a 
ferocious tyranny. How incomparably more nofalfs^ 
salutary^ and just^ are the maxims the apostles lay 
dpWD 00 this subject. . Let every soul he su^eet 
Unto the higher poteera : for there is vo power ku$ 
of Crod: the powers that he are ordained of- Go4^ 
whosoever resisteth therefore the poweVy re^igt^tik 
the ordinance of God^ and they that resytt shaUre^ 
eeive to themselvesdamnation. For rulers are n^t 
a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thak 
then not be afraid of the power ? Da that which u 
goody and thou shalt have praise of the sa^fm. For 
he is the minister of God tb thee for good^ , Whew^ 
fore ye must needs be subject^ not only for wroik^ 
hut also for conscience sake, We shall do well to 
guard against any system which would withdravr 
the duties we owe to our rulers and to society from 
the jurisdiction of conscience ; that principle of 
the mind, whose prerogative it is to prescribe to 
every other, and to pronounce that deflnitlvo sea« 
tence from which there is np appeal. A good 
man is accustomed to acquiesce in the idea of \m 
duties as an ultimate object, without inquiring at 
every step why he should perform them, or aqiusing 
himself with imaginipg cases and sitMatpns in which 
they would be liable to limitations and exceptions. 
Instead of being curious after these (for I do not 
^eny that such exceptions exist) let the great ^ne* 
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nl diity bf tnbmission to civil authority be engra* 
Ten on our hearts, wrought into the very habit of 
the miiid^ and made a part of our elementary mo- 
rality. 

At ttiis season especially, vrhen unanimity is so 
reqoisit^^ every endeavour to excite discontent, by 
reviling the character or depreciating the talents of 
thosiB who are entrusted with the administration, is 
highly criminal. Without suspicion of flattery, we 
may^be permitted io add, that the ardor of their zeal 
in the service of their country cannot be questioned ; 
that the vast preparations they have made for our 
defence claim our gratitude ; and that if, in a situ« 
aticH^ so arduous, and in the management of affairs 
so complicated and difficult, they have committed 
mistidces, they ar^ amply entitled to a candid con- 
stmctiofi of their measures. 

Having been detained by these reflections some- 
what longer than was intended, it is high time to re- 
turn to those religious considerations which are more 
imme^ately appropriate to the present season. I 
therefore proceed to add^ 

4. That they appear to entertain mistaken senti- 
ments, who rely with too much confldence for suc- 
cess on our supposed superiority in virtue to our en- 
emies. Such a confldence betrays inattention to the 
actual conduct ofProvidence. Wherever there is 
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eonscious gnilt, there is room to apprehend {miiish- 
iment ; nor is it for the criminal to decide where iim 
merited punishment shall first fall. The cap of di- 
vine displeasure is presented su<!cessively to gnill^ 
nations, but it by no means invariably begins with 
those who have run the greatest cateer in guilt. Oja 
the contrary, yii%mew< often begh^ attke hou^ of 
God ; and he frequently chastises his servants witib 
severity, before he proceeds to the destruction of his 
enemies. He assured Abraham, his seed should 
be afflicted in Egypt for four hundred years, and 
that after their expiration, the nation that afflicted 
them he would judge. The Assyrian Monarchs^ 
blind and impious idolaters, were permitted for a 
long period to enslave and oppress the chosen 'peo- 
ple ; after wliich, to use his own words, he punished 
the fruit of the proud heart of the king of BabyUm^ 
and having accomplished his design in their correc- 
tion, cast the rod into the fire. His conduct, on such 
occasions, resembles that of a parent, who full of 
solicitude for the welfare of his children, animad- 
verts upon faults in them^ which he suffers to pass 
without notice in persons for whom he is less inter* 
ested. Let us adore both the goodness and sever- 
ity of God. The punishments, which are designed 
to amend, are inflicted with comparative vigilance 
and speed ; those, which are meant to destroy, are 
usually long suspended, while the devoted victims 
pass on with seeming impunity. 
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l&a^ indepeiideiit c^ this consideration, that supe- 
riority in virtue which is claimed, may be neither so 
great nor so eertaia as we are ready at first to sup- 
pose. To deckle on the comparative guilt of two 
individuals, moch more of two nations, demands a 
mere comprehensive knowledge of circumstances 
than we are usually able to obtain. To decide a 
question, of this sort, it is not enough barely to in- 
spect the manners 'Of each ; for the quality ofac. 
tions, considered in themselves is one thing, and the 
eomparativeguilt of the persons to whom they belong 
is another. Before we can determine such a ques- 
tion, it 19 necessary to weigh and estimate the com- 
plieaied influences to which they are exposed, the 
tendency of all their institutions, their respective 
d^rees of inrformation, and the comparative advan- 
tagasi and disadvantages under, which they are 
placed. And who is equal to such a survey, but 
the Supreme Judge, to whom it belongs to decide 
on the character both of nations and individuals ? 

Our enemies it is true, in the moments of anarchy 
and madness, treated the religion of Jesus with an 
ostentation of insult, but it was not till that religion 
had been disguised, and almost concealed from their 
view under a veil of falsehoods and impostures. 
The religion they rejected, debased by foreign in- 
fusions, mingled with absurd tenets, trifling super- 
stitions, and cruel maxims, retained scarce any tra- 
ces of the truth a$ it is in Jesus. The best of men 



were compelled to flee their coantry to avoid iti per- 
•ecuting fury, while the sotUs under the o/tor wer^ 
employed day and night in acensing it before God. 
Religions inquiry was rappressed, the perusal of 
the word of God discountenaneed, or rather prohib* 
ited, and that book^ to loose whose seals the Lamb 
condescended to be slain, impiously closed by those 
who styled themselves its ministers. In this situa- 
tion it is less surprising if the body of the people,^ 
misled by pretended philosophers, lost sight of the 
feeble glimmerings of light which shone in the midst 
of so much obscurity. How far these considerations 
may extenuate, before the Searcher of hearts^ the 
guilt of our enemies, it remains with him to deter- 
mine. It is certain, our guilt is accompanied with 
no such extenuation. With ns the darkness has 
long been past, and the true light has arisen npoji 
ns. We have long possessed the clearest display of 
divine truth, together with the fullest liberty of con* 
science. The mysteries of the gospel have been un- 
veiled, and its sanctifying truths pressed on the con- 
science by those who having received such a minis- 
try, knew it to be their duty to use great plainness 
of speech. 

The language of invective, it is acknowledged, 
should be as carefully avoided in dispensing the 

* The author begs this remark may be imderstood to apply to the 
French people only, and not by any means to their infidel leaders. Of 
the infidelity of the latter, there needs no other solution to be given than 



word of God ad that of adulation ; but may we not^ 
without apprehension, ask whether it is not a mel* 
ancholy truth, that many of us have continued in the 
midst of all this light unchanged and impenitent ; 
that if our enemies, with frantic impiety, renouneed 
the forms of religion, we remain destitute of the pow- 
er ; and that if they abandoned the christian name, 
the name is nearly the whole of Christianity to which 
we can pretend ? Still we are ready, perhaps, to ex- 
claim with the people of Israel in the context, We are 
v^ise, and the law of the Lord is with us. Let us hear 
the prophet's reply : Surely in vain hath he made it f 
the pen of the scribes is in vain. That law is most 
emphatically in vain, which is the subject of boast 
without being obeyed. That dispensation of reli- 
gion, however perfect is in vain, which cherishes 
the pride, without forming the manners of a people* 
Were we, indeed, a religious people, were the tra- 
ces of Christianity as visible in our lives as they are 
in our creeds and confessions, we might derive solid 
support from the comparison .of ourselves with 
others ; but if the contrary be the fact, and there are 
with us^ even with us, sins against the Lord our QoAp 
it will be our wisdom to relinquish this plea, and 
instead of boasting our superior virtue, to lie low in 
humiliation and repentance. 

the Scripture one : They loved darkness rather than Ughtf, $e9auu tkeif 
deeds were evil 
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5. General lamentations and acknowledgment! 
^f the corruptions of the age, be they ever so well- 
fonnded, fall very short of the real duties of this 
■^ason. It is not difBcult^ however painful to a good 
mind, to descant on the luxury, the venality, the 
impiety of the age, the irreligion of the rich, the 
immorality of the poor, and the general forgetfuV 
Bess of God which pervades all classes. Sueb 
topics it would Be utterly improper to exclude. 
But to dwell on these alone, answers very little 
purpose. The sentiments they excite are too vag^e 
and indistinct to make a lasting impression. T0 
invest ourselves with an imaginary character, tt 
represent the nation to which we belong, and com- 
bining into one group the vices of the times,, to ttt» 
ter loud lamentations, or violent invectives is nn 
easy task. 

But this, whatever it be, is not repentance* Af- 
ter bewailing in this manner the sins of others, it i( 
possible to continue quite unconcerned about, ou^ 
own. He who has been thus employed, may have v 
been merely acting a part ; uttering confessions i^ 
which he never meant to take a personal share. 
He would be mortally offended, perhaps, to have it 
fuspected that he himself had been guilty of any one 
Qf the sins he has been deploring, or that he had 
aontriblited, in the smallest degree, to draw dowa 
the judgments he so solemnly deprecates. All has 
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ieen transacted under a feigned character. InateA4 
©f repenting himself of his iniquity^ or soffingf 
What have I done ? lie secretly prides himself on 
bis exemption from the general stain ; and all thg 
advantage he derives from his humiliations and 
confessions^ is to become more deeply enamoured 
of the perfections of what he supposes his r^al char» 
acter. To such I would say, your are under a dan* 
gerous delusion, and the manner in which you per- 
form the duties of this season completes that deln- 
sion. Your repentance, your feigned, your theatrical 
repentance, tends to fix you in impenitence, and your 
humiliation to make you proud. Whatever opinion 
you may entertain of the character of others, your 
chief concern is at home. When you have broken 
off your own sins by righteousness, you may, with 
a more perfect propriety, deplore the sins of the 
nation ; you may intercede for it in your prayers^ 
and, within the limits of your sphere, edify it by 
your example ; but till you have taken this first, 
this necessary step, you have done nothing ; and 
should the whole nation follow your example, and 
copy the spirit of your devotion, we should after 
all, remain an impenitent, and finally^ a ruined 
people. 

Allow me here, though it may seem a digression, 
to endeavour the correction of a mistake, which 
appears to me to have greatly perplexed, as well 
as abridged^ the duties of similar seasons to the 
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present. The mistiike to which I allude, respeeti 
the true idea of national sins. Many seem to tate 
it for granted, that nothing can justly be deemed ar 
national sin, but what has the sanction of the legis* 
lature, or is committed under public authority. 
When they hear, therefore, of national sii»s, they in- 
stantly revolve in their minds something which they 
apprehend to be criminal in the conduct of public af- 
fairs. That iniquity, when established by law, is 
more conspicuous, that it tends to a more general 
corruption, and by poisoning the streams of justice, 
at their source, produces more extensive mischief, 
than under any other circumstances, it is impossi- 
ble to deny. In a country, moreover, where the 
people have a voice in the government, the corrup- 
tion of their laws must first have inhered, and be- 
come inveterate in their manners. Such corruption 
is therefore not so much an instance as a monument 
of national degeneracy ; but it by no means follows 
that this is the only just idea of national sins. Na- 
tional sins are the sins of the nation. The system 
which teaches us to consider a people as speaking 
and f»cting oierely through the medium of its prince 
or legislature^ however useful or necessary to adjust 
the intercourse of nations with each other, is too 
technical, too artificial, too much of a compromise 
with the imperfection essential to human affairs, to 
enter into the views, or regulate the conduct of the 
Supreme Being. He sees things as they are ; and 
as the greater part of the crimes committed in every 
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Mtmtiy are perpetrated by its inhabitants in their 
individual character^ it is these, though not to the 
exclusion ofothers^^hich chiefly provoke the divine 
judgments. 

To consider national sins as merely comprehend- 
ing the vices of rulers, or the iniquities tolerated by 
law, is to place the duties of such a season as this 
in a very invidious and a very inadequate light. It 
is to render them invidious : for upon this principle 
our 'chief business on such occasions is, to single 
out for attack those whom we are commanded to 
obey, to desdant on public abuses, and to hold up to 
detestation and abhorrence the supposed delinquen- 
cies of-the government under which we are placed. 
How far such a conduct tends to promote that bro- 
ken and contrite heart which is heaven's best sacri- 
fice, it requires no great sagacity to discover. 

It is moreover, to exhibit a most inadequate view 
of the duties of this season. It confines humiliation 
and confession to a mere scantling of the sins which 
pollute a nation. Under the worst governments (to 
say nothing of our own) the chief perversions of 
right are not found in courts of justice, nor the chief 
outrages on virtue in the laws, nor the greatest num- 
her of atrocities in the public administration. Civil 
government, the great antidote which the wisdom 
of man has applied to the crimes and disorders 
that spring up in society, can scarcely ever become, 



in no free country at leant, is it poeaible for it to 
become, itaeJf the chief crime and disorder. It 
may, on occasion, prescribe f articular things that 
are wrong, and sometimes reward where it ou^t 
to punish ; but unless it bent its force, for the most 
part, to the encouragement of virtue and the sup- 
pression of vice ; unless the general spirit of its laws 
were in unison with the dictates of conscience, it 
would soon fall to pieces from intestine weakness 
and disorder. 

A last appeal, in all moral questions, lies to the 
Scriptures, were you will invariably find the pro- 
phets, in their boldest paintings of national vice, 
in their severest denunciations of divine anger, are 
80 far from confining their representation to the 
conduct of rulers, that they are seldom mentioned 
in comparison of the people. Their attention is 
chiefly occupied in depicting the corruptions which 
prevailed in the several classes of the community, 
among which the crimes of princes and judges are 
most severely reprehended, not as representatives, 
but a^ parts of the whole. They know nothing of 
that refinement, by which a people are at liberty to 
transfer their vices to their rulers. To confirm 
this remark, by adducing, all the instances the pro* 
phecies afford, would be to quote a great part of 
the Old Testament : it is snfficient to refer you tp 
the twenty, second chapter of Ezekiel, where, after 
pourtraying the manners of the age with the pecu* 
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holy prophet, he closes his description with these 
remarkable words : Jind' I sought for a man amovg 
them that should make up the hedge, and stand in 
the gaf before me for the land, that I should not 
destroy it: but I found none. 

Let as not deceive ourselves with vain words. The 
just displeasure of God, as it will by no means 
spare the great when they are criminal and fmpeni*. 
tent, so neither is it excited by their wickedness 
alone« It is afire supplied from innumerable sources, 
to which every crime contributes its quota, and 
which every portion of guilt, wherever it is found, 
causes to burn with augmented violence. 

Having thus endeavoured to expose those grounds 
of confidence which appear replete with danger, it 
will not be necessary to dwell long on the remain- 
ing part of the subject. To be aware of the several 
wrong paths into which we are liable to be misled, 
is the principal reqnisite to the finding out that 
which is alone the true and right one. 

The first duty to which our situation summons ns, 
is a devout acknowledgment of the hand of God. 
To this, whatever be the instruments employed, re- 
ligion instructs us ultimately to refer national calam- 
ities as weU as national blessings. That the Lord 
reigns J is o«ie of those truths which lie at the very 
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basis of piety ; nor Is tbere any more eonsoling. It 
fills the heart, under a right impression of it, with a 
cheerful hope, and nnraffled tranquillity amidst thfe 
changes and trials of life^ which we shall look for 
in vain from any other quarter. It is this chiefly 
which formed and distingoished tfaB character of 
those who are emphatically said to hare walked 
with God. Important as this disposition is under 
all circumstances, it is what more especially suits the 
present crisis, and which the events we have wit- 
nessed are so eminently calculated to impress. The 
Psalmist accounts for the wicked^s refusing to seek 
after God, from their having no changes; and cer- 
tainly an uninti3rrupted series of prosperity, is not 
favourable to piety. But if we forget God, we can- 
not plead even this slight extenuation ; for the times 
that sLve passing over uSj in the solemn phrase of 
Scripture, are eventful beyond all former example 
or conception. The fearful catastrophies, the strange 
vicissitudes, the sudden revolutions of fortune^ 
which, thinly scattered heretofore over a long tract 
of ages, poets and historians have collected, and ex- 
hibited to the terror and the commiseration of man- 
kind, have crowded upon us with so strange rapid- 
ity, and thickened so fast, that they have become 
perfectly familiar, and are almost numbered among 
ordinary events. Astonishment has exhausted it- 
self; and whatever occurs, we cease to be surpris- 
ed. In short, every thing around us, in the course 
of a few years, is so changed, that did not the per* 
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jBMiftiee and stftbiliiy of the material, farai a con* 
trast ta the fluctui^ions of the moral and political 
^ world, we might be tempted to suppose we. had been 
removed to another state, or that all those things 
that hare happened, were but the illusions of fancy 
afid the Tisions of the night. How consoling, at 
such a season, to look up to that Being, who is a 
irery preaent help in trouble, the dwelling place of 
ail generatitms ; who changes all things, and is him- 
self unchanged ! And independent of its impiety, 
how cruel is that philosophy which, under pre* 
tenee of sup^or illumination, by depriving us of 
this resource, wou|d leave us exposed to the tossiogs 
4>f a tempestuous ocean^ without compass, without 
aolaecy and without hope ! 

But besidea this acknowledgment of the general 
administraticm of the Beity, it behoves us to feel 
and confess, in national calamities, the tokens of 
his displeasure. The evils which overtake nations 
are the just judgments of the Almighty. I am per- 
fectly aware of the disadvantages under which we 
labour, when we insist on this topic, from its being 
00 trite and familiar. Instead of troubling you 
with a general, and I fear, unavailing descant on 
the manners of the age, I shall therefore content 
myself with calling your attention to a very few of 
what appear to me the most alarming symptoms of 
national degeneracy. Here we shall not insist so 
much on the progress of infidelity (though much to 

SO 
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don the metapbor) bred in tbe stagnant marshes af 
Christianity, 

A lax theology is the natural parent ef a lax mo« 
rality. Tbe peculiar motives, accordingly, by 
which the inspired writers enforce their moral les- 
sons, the love of God and thie Redeemer, concern 
for the honour of religion, and gratitude for the in-^ 
estimable benefits of the christian redemption, hata 
no place in the fashionable systems of inoral in* 
struction.^ JThe motives almost excltisively urged 
are such as take their rise from the present stat6| 
founded on reputation, on honour, on health, or oil 
the tendency of the things recommended to pro- 
mote, under some form or other, the acquisition of 
worldly advantages* Thus even morality Itself^ 
by dissociating it from religion, is made to cherish 
the love of the world, and to bar the heart more 
effectually against the approaches of piety. 

Here I cannot forbear remarking a great change 
which has taken place in the whole manner of reason- 
ing on the topics of morality and religion, from what 
prevailed in the last century, and as far as my infor- 
mation extends, in any preceding age. This whichis 
an age of revolutions, has also produced astrang^ire^ 

• If the reader wishes for a further statement and ^lu8tration of these 
melancholy facts, he may find it in Mr. Wilberforce's "celebrated bootb on 
fcUgion, a work which has, perhaps done more than^tny Dtber ^ roasM 
the insensibiltty aad ftUgmeot the pieiy of the «ge- 



voliitioa m the B^thod of viewing theie wlijeets^ the 
most important by far, that can engage the attentioii 
of man. The simplicity of our ancestors, nourished 
by the sincere milk of the v^OvA^ rather than by the 
tenets of a disputatious philosophy, were content to 
let morality remain on the firm basis of the dictates 
of conscience luid the will of God. They consider- 
ed virtue as an vltimate thing, and as bounding the 
mental prospect They never supposed for a mo-- 
«[ient there was any thing, to which it stood merely 
in the relation of a mean$^ or that within the harrow 
conflow of this momentary state, any ^hing great 
enough could be found to be its end or object. It 
never occurred to their imagination, that that reli- 
gion which professes to render us superior to the 
world, is in reality nothing more than an instru- 
ment to procure the temporal, the physical good of 
individuals or of society. In their view, it had a 
nobler scope and destination : it looked forward to 
eternity ; and if ever they appear to have assigned it 
any end or object beyond itself, it was a union with its 
author, in the immortal fruition of God. They arrang- 
ed these things in the following order : Religion com- 
prehending tiie love, fear, and service of the Author 
of our beipg, they placed first: social morality, 
lonnded on its dictates, confirmed by its sanctions, 
next; and the''^t€»>e-physicial good of society they 
contemplated as subordinate to both. Every thing 
is^aow reversed. The pyramid is inverted : the first 
is last, and the last first. Religion is degraded 
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firMi i40 pre-emkreiice^ iaid the mere handmaid of 
0od»l morality ; social morality iato an in^tromeni 
^advancing the welfare of society ; and the world is 
all in all. Nor have we deviated less from the ex- 
ample of atttiqoity than from that of our pious fore- 
fathers. The pbildsophers of antiquity in the ab- 
sence of superior light^ consultefd with reverenee 
the permanent principles of nature, the dictatiss of 
conscience, antl the best feelings of the heart, 
which they employed all the powers of reason and. 
eloquence to unfold, to adorn, to enforce;' and there- 
by formed alaminoas commentary on: fAe law writ* 
ten on the heart. The virtue which they inculcat- 
ed^ grew out of the stock of human nature : it was 
s warm and living virtue. It was the moral man^ 
possessing rn every limb and feature, in alt its 
figure and motements, the harmony, dignity, and 
variety, which belong to the human form: it was 
an efbrt of unassisted nature to restore that ima^a 
of God, which sin had mutilated and defaced^ Im^ 
perfect, as might be expected, their morality was 
often erroneous, but in its great outlines it had all 
the stability of the human constitution, and its fun- 
damental principles were coeVaT and coexistent with 
human nature. There could be nothing fluctuating 
and arbitrary in its more weighty decisions, since 
it appealed every mbment to the man mthin th& 
breast : it pretends to nothing more, than to give 
Voice and articulation to the inWard sentiments of 
&e heart, and conscience echoed to its oracles. 



Tbis^ wtbugVt info idifoi^nt «3rfttemS| A»d under 
various modes of Uliuitratiou, was the geueral fom 
wkieh mor&Utjr exhibited^ from the oreation of the 
world till oar time. In this state r^velatioii fouod 
i4 ; and, correcting wfa^t was erroDeous^ supplying 
what was defectire, and confirming what was right 
by its peeialiar saActioAs, superaddied a number &i 
4iuperi)atural truths and holy mysteries. How is it, 
4hat on a subject on which men have thought deepr 
)y, from the moment they began to tbink^ . and 
where^ consequently, whatever is entirely and fun* 
dameni^Uy new^ must be fundamentally false ; how 
is it, that in coniempt of the experience of past ages^ 
$iid of a}l .precedents human and divine, we hav^ 
ventured ioto a path which »Q eye. had explored^ 
no f«M)t had trod^ and h%vQ under^ken, after th^ 
^se of six tfaouwnd yearis, to manvfacture a mo- 
3rality of our ow»^ to decide by a «old calculation of 
interest, by a ledger-book of prpfit i^nd of loss, the 
preference of truth to falsehood, of piety to blas^ 
pfaemy, and of humanity and justice to treachery 
and blood ? 

In the science of morals, we are tfiught by thi^ 
system to consider nothing as yet done; we are in- 
vited to erect a fresh fabric on a fresh foundation. 
All the elimenis and sentimeqts which entered into 
the essence of virtue be|bre^ are melted down, and 
cast into a new mould. Instead of appealing to 
any int^nal principle, every thing is left to ealca* 



UHon^ and determised by expedieney. In exectii 
ing this plan, the jurisdietioii of conscience is abol- 
iebed, her decisions are classed with those of a.su- 
perannuated judge, and the determination of moral 
causes is adjonrned from the interior tribunal to 
the noisy forum of speculative debate* Every 
things without exception, is made an affair of caU 
culation ; under which are comprehended, not 
merely the diities we owe to our fellow-creatiires, 
but even the love and adoration which the Supreme 
being claims at our hands. His claims are s^ 
aside, or suffered to lie in abeyance, until it can be 
determined how far they can be admitted^ on the 
principles of expedience, and in what respect they 
may interfere with the acquisition of temporal ad« 
vantages. Even here, nothing is yielded to the 
suggestions of conscience, nothing to the move* 
ments of the heart. All is dealt out with a sparing 
bapd, under the stint and measure of calculatioB. 
Instead of being allowed to love God with all our 
heart, and all our strength, the first and great com- 
mand ment, the portion of love assigned him is 
weighed out with the utmost scrupulosity, and the 
supposed excess more severely censured than the 
real deficiency. 

Thus, by a strange inversion, the indirect injln* 
ence of Christianity, in promoting the temporal 
good of mankind, is mistaken for its principal end ; 
the skirts of her robe are confounded with her 
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body, and the power of the world to eomej instead 
of raising our thonglits and eontemplations from 
earth to heaven, from the creature to the Creator, 
are made solely subservient to the advancement 
of secular interests and passions. How these sen- 
timents accord with the dictates of inspiration, the 
most unlettered chri««ti^n may easily decide. Love 
not the world, said the disciple who leaned on the 
breast of his Lord, neither the things that are in the 
world ; for if any man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. Jlnd the world passeth away^ 
and the lusts thereof; but he that doeth the will of 
God abidethfor ever. Such was the idea entertained 
by an inspired apostle of christian virtue. Let us 
now turn to the modern philosopher. Virtue, he 
will inform us, (includiug the whole sum of our du- 
ties) is merely an expedient for promoting the in- 
terests and advantages of the present world, of that 
very world,' that is, which, in the eyes of John, was 
passing away, and whose value he so solemnly de- 
preciates. What admirable consistency ! what ele- 
vated theology ! If we can suppose this holy apos- 
tle acquainted with what passes on earth, what sat- 
isfaction it must afford his glorified spirit, to find 
his sentiments so well understood, and so faithfully 
interpreted. 

In former times it was supposed, one of the most 
effectual means of improvement in virtue was, the 
moral culture of the heart : to keep it with all dili. 

SI 
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gence. because out of it are the issues of life, was 
thought an advice deserving the most serious atten- 
tion. To examine frequently the state of the con- 
science^ and to check the first risings of disorder 
there^ was judged to be of the last importance. 

It is easy to see how this moral discipline must 
fare under the doctrine of expediency, a doctrine 
which teaches man to be looking continually abroad ; 
a doctrine which not only justifies, but enjoins, a dis- 
trust of the suggestions of the inward monitor ; 
which will not permit the best feelings of the heart, 
its clearest dictates,^ its finest emotions, to have the 
smallest influence over the conduct ; and instead of 
yielding any thing to their direction, cites them at 
its bar. 

As this fashion of reducing every moral question 
to a calculation of expedience is a most important 
innovation, it would be strange if it had not produ* 
eed a change in the manners of society. In fact, it 
has produced an entirely new cast of character, 
equally remote from the licentious gaiety of high 
life, and the low profligacy which falls under the 
lash of the law : a race of men distinguished by a 
calm and terrible ferocity, resembling Ca&sar in this 
only, that as it was said of him, they have come 
with sobriety to the ruin of their country. The 
greatest crimes no longer issue from the strongest 
passions, but from the coolest head. Vice and im- 
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piety have made a oew conquest^ and have added 
the regions of speculation to their dominion. The 
patrons of impurity and licentiousness have put on 
the cloak of the philosopher : maxims the most li« 
centious have found their way into hooks of pretend- 
ed morality, and have been inculcated with the airs 
of a moral sage.* The new doctrine having with- 
drawn the attention from all internal sentiments, las 
well as destroyed their authority, distinction between 
right and wrong was easily lost sight of; the boun- 
daries of vice and virtue confounded, and the whole 
substance of morals fell a prey to contending dispu- 
tants* Nor is this the only or the worst conse- 
(|ueuce which has followed. A callous indifference 
to all moral distinctions is an almost inseparable ef- 
feet of the familiar application of this theory. Vir-. 
tue is no longer contemplated as the object of any 
particular sentiment or feeling, but solely with re- 
gard to its effects on society : it is what it produces^ 
not what it is, that is alone considered, just as an 
accountant is indifferent to the shape and appear- 
ance of the figures, and attends simply to their 
amount. Crimes and virtues are equally candidates 
for approbation, nor must the heart betray the least 
preference, which would be to prejudge the cause ; 
but myust maintain a sacred neutrality, till expedi- 
ence, whose hand never trembles in the midst of 
the greatest horrors, has weighed in her impartial 
balance their conse<]uences and effects. In the 

* The unholy speculations of Godwin were founded entirely on this basis. 



164 

mean time, tbey are equally candidates^ we repeat 
it again, for our approbation, and equally entitled 
to it, providing the passions can be deceived into an 
opinion, and this is not difficult, that they will come 
to the same thing at the foot of the account. Hence 
that intrepidity in guilty which has cased the hearts 
of the greatest adepts in this system, as with triple 
brass. Its seeds were sown by some of these with 
an unsparing hand, in France, a congenial soil^ 
where 'they produced a quick vegetation. The con- 
sequences were soon felt. The fabric of society 
tottered to its base ; the earth shook under their 
feet, the heavens were involved in darkness, and a 
voice more audible than thunder called upon them 
to desist. But, unmoved amidst the uproar of 
elements, undismayed by that voice which astonish- 
es nature and appals the guilty, these men continued 
absorbed in their calculation. Instead of revering 
the judgments, or confessing the finger of God, they 
only made more haste (still on the principle of ex- 
pediency,) to desolate his works, and destroy his 
image, as if they were apprehensive the shades of a 
premature night might fall and cover their victims. 

But it is time to conclude this discussion, which 
has, perhaps, already fatigued by its length, i can^ 
not help expressing my apprehension, that this de- 
secration of virtue, this incessant domination of phy- 
sical over moral ideas, of ideas of expedience over 
those of right, having already dethroned religion, and 
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displaced virtue from her ancient basis, will, if it is 
suffered to proceed, ere long shake the foundation 
of states, and endanger the existence of the civilized 
world. Should it ever become popular ; should it 
ever descend from speculation into common life, and 
become the practical morality of the age, we may 
apply to such a period the awful words of Balaam ; 
Who shall live when God doth this f No imagina- 
ticfn can pourtray, no mind can grasp its horrors ; 
nor when the angel in the Apocalypse, to whom the 
keys are entrusted, shall be commissioned to open 
tlie bottomless pit, will it send forth a thicker cloud 
of pestilential vapour. If the apparent simplicity 
of this system be alleged in its favour, I would say, 
it is the simplicity of meanness ; it is a simplicity 
which is its shame; a day-light which reveals its 
beggary. If an air of obscurity, on the contrary, is 
^objected against that of better times, let it be remem- 
bered that every science has its ultimate questiovs, 
boundaries which cannot be passed, and that if these 
occur earlier in morals than in other inquiries, it is 
the natural result of the immensity of the subject, 
which, touching human nature in every point, sur- 
rounding it on all sides, renders it difficult, or rath- 
er impossible, to trace it in all its relations, and 
view it in all its extent. Meanwhile, the shades 
which envelope, and will, perhaps, always envelope 
it in some measure, are not without their use, since 
they teach the two most important lessons we can 
learn — the vanity of our reason, and the grandeur 
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of our destiny. It is not improbable some may be 
offended at the warmth and freedom which accom- 
pany these remarks : my apology, however, rests on 
the infinite importance of the subject^ my extreme 
solicitude to impress what appear to me right sen- 
timents respecting it, together with the considera- 
tion, that the confidence which ill becomes the in* 
novators of yesterday, however able, may be par- 
doned in the defenders, however weak, of a system 
which has stood the test and sustained the virtue of 
two thousand years.^ Let us return, then, to the 

• The system which founds morality on utility, an utility, let it be 
ahoay^ jpemembered, confined to the purposes of the present world, 
issued with ill omen from the school of infidelity. It was first broached, 
I believe, certainly first brought into general notice, by Mr. Hume, in 
his Treatise on Morals, which he himself pronounced ineatnparably the 
best he ever wrote. It was incomparably the best for his purpose ; nor 
is it easy to imagine a mind so acute as his did not see the effect it would 
have in setting morality and religion afloat : and substituting for the^ 
stability of principle the looseness of speculation and opinion. It has 
since been rendered popular by a succession of eminent writers ; by one 
especially (1 doubt not with intentions very foJ^ign from those of Mr* 
Hume) whose great services t* religion in other re^>ect8, together with 
my high reverence for his talents, prevent me from naming, lliis vene- 
rable author, it is probable, little suspepted to what lengths the principle 
would be carried, or to what purposes it would be applied in other hands. 
Had he foreseen this, I cannot but imagine he would have' spared this 
part of his acute speculations. 

We have happily, preserved to us two complete Ti-eatises on Morals, 
in which the authors professed to give us a complete view of our duties ; 
the one composed by the greatest master of reason, the other of elo- 
quence, the world ever saw. The first of these has distinguished, clas- 
sified and arranged the elements of social morality, which is all he could 
reach in the absence of revelation, with that acuteness, subtilty, and pie- 
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safe and sober paths of our ancestors ; adhering, in 
all moral questions, to the dictates of conscience^ 
regulated and informed by the divine word ; happy 
to enjoy, instead of sparks of our own kindling, the 
benefit of those luminaries which, placed in the mor- 

cision, for which he was so eminently distinguished. Whoever atten- 
tively peruses his Treatise^ on the Nicomachian Morals I mean^, will find 
a perpetual reference to the inward sentiments of the breast. He builds 
every thing* on the human constitution. He all along takes it for granted, 
that there is a proud impress on the mind, to which, without looking 
abroad, we may safely appeal. In a word, Aristotle never lost the moral- 
ist in the accountant. He has been styled the Interpreter of Nature, and 
has certainly shown himself a most able commentator on the la-w toritien 
on the heart. For Cicero, in ail his philosophical works, as well as in 
his offices, wh^re he treats more directly on these subjects, he shows the 
most extreme solicitude, as though he had a prophetic glance of what 
was to happen, to keep the moral and natural world apart, to assert the 
supremacy of virtue, and to recognize those sentiments and vestiges 
from which he educes, with the utmost elevation, the contempt of human 
things. How humiliating the c<msideration! that with such superior advan- 
tages, oui* moral systems should be infinitely surpassed in warmth and 
grandeur by those of Pagan times, and that the most jejune and comfort- 
less that ever entered the mind of man, and tte most abhorrent from the 
spirh of religion, should have ever become popular in a christian coun- 
try. This departure from the precedents of antiquity, will not, by those 
^at are capable of forining a judgment, be easily imputed to the supe- 
riority of our talents i it is rather the result of that tendency to degra- 
dation which has long marked oiu: progress. Along with the simplicity 
of faith and a reverence for the Scriptures, oui* respect for tlie dignity 
(rightly understood) of human nature, and tenderness for its best inter- 
ests, have been gradually impaired. A fearlessness of consequences, a 
hardihood of mind, a disposition to sacrifice every thing to originality, 
or to a pretended philosoj^ical precision, have succeeded in their 
place. This, in my huifhble opinion, has been the great bane of modem 
speculation, and has rendered so much of it wild, ferocious, and de- 
structive. 
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a1 firmament by a parent band, have guided the 
church from the beginning, in her mysterious so- 
journ to eternity. Stand in the tray, and see^ and 
ask for the old path^ which is the good tvay, and 
walk therein f and ye shall find rest for your souls. 

Instead of demolishing the temple of christian vir- 
tue, from a presumptuous curiosity to inspect its 
foundations, let us rejoice they are laid too deep for 
our scrutiny. Let us worship in it ; and along with 
the nations of them that are saved^ walk in its light. 

Having endeavoured to point out the source of 
our degeneracy, in a departure from the doctrines 
and spirit of Christianity, I hasten to dispatch the 
remainder of this discourse ; nor will it detain you 
long. 

Whoever has paid attention to the manners of the 
day, must have perceived a remarkable innovation 
in the use of moral terms, in which we have receded 
moriB and more from the spirit of Christianity. Of 
this, the term employed to denote a lofty sentiment 
of personal superiority supplies an obvious instance. 
In the current language of the times, pride is scarce- 
ly ever used but in a favourable sense. It will^ 
perhaps, be thought the mere change of a term is of 
little consequence ; but be it remembered, that any 
remarkable innovation in the use of moral terms, be- 
trays a proportionable change in the ideas and feel- 



iogg they are iateujled to 4^»iot#* As pride htt 
been transferred from the liiit of yice^i to Uiat of ¥ir- 
tnWf 80 ttuHtilUy, aa a natural consequence^ baa 
been excluded^ and is rarely miffered to enter iuto 
tbe praise of a character we wish to ii>mmend^ al; 
though it was the leading feature in that of the 
Saviour of the world, and is still the leading charac 
teristic of his religion. There is no vice, on the 
f;ontrary, against which the divine denunciations 
are so frequent as pride. Our conduct^ in this in* 
stanse^ is certainly rather extraordinanr, both in 
what we have embraced, and in what we have re« 
jected; and it will surely be confessed, we art 
somewhat unfortunate, in having selected that 
vice as the particular object of approbation, which 
God had already selected »s the especial mark a| 
which he aims the thunderbolts of his vengeance. 

Another symptom of degeneracy appears in the 
growing disregard to the external duties of religion f 
the duties more especially of the Lord's day and of 
public worship. It is supposed by such as have thf 
best means of information, that throughout the king- 
dom, the number who regularly assemble for wor- 
ship is far inferior to those who neglect it ; that in 
our great towns and cities they are not one-fonrth 
of the people, and in the metropolis a much smaller 
proportion. It is easy to fore-see how tbe leisnra 
afforded by the christian Sabbath wiU be employed 
by those who utterly forget tbe design of its instita* 

»3 
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H6n. It i« sonewhat remarkable, tliat here the ex* 
tremes meet^ and that the poblic duties of religioa 
are BHist slighted by the highest and the Iqwest elas* 
ses of society ; by the former^ I fear, from indolence^ 
and pride; % the Utter^ from ignoraiice aod proti- 
gacy. 

Too many of the first description, when they Aq^ 
attend, it is in such a manner as makes it evident 
they esteem it merely an act of condescension, to 
which they submit as an example to their inferiors^ 
who, penetrating the design, and imitating their 
indifference rather than their devotion, are disgusi^^ 
ed with a religion which they perceive has no hold 
on their superiors, and is only imposed upon them^ 
ielves as a badge of inferiority and a muzzle of re* 
•traint. Could the rich and noble be prevailed 
upon for a moment to attend to the instructions of 
tiieir Lord, instead of making their elevated rank a 
reason for Beglecting these duties, they WQuld learn 
that there are none to whom they are so necessary, 
since there are none whose situation is to perilous^ 
whose responsibility is so great, and whose saiva^ 
tion is so arduous* 

Here fidelity compels me to advert to a cireum- 
sfance, which I mention with sincere reluctance^ 
because it implies something like a censure on the 
conduct of those whom it is our duty to respect. 
You are; probably^ aware I mean the assigning 



pftrtofthe Sunday to mHiiuy exercises. When 
% e consider how important aa institatlon the ehrit* 
titin Babbatfa is, how essential to the maintenance 
of public worship, wliich is itself essential to reli* 
gion^ and ^ what a barrier it opposes to the itnpiety 
and immorality of the age, is it not to be lamented 
that it shoiild ever have been, in the smallest de«' 
gree, infringed by legislative authority ? The rest 
ef the Sabbath had been already too much violated^ 
its duties too moch neglected ; but this is the first 
iorstanee of the violation of it being publicly recom« 
mended and enjdined ;^ at a time too, when we ar^ 
engaged with an enemy, whose very name conveyn 
a warning against impiety. Our places of worship 
have been thinned by the absense bf those who 
have been employed in military evolutions, and of 
a still greater number of gazers, whom such spec- 
tacles iattract. Nor is the time lost from religions 
duties «o much to lie ccmsidered, as that tumult and 
hnrry of mind, utterly incompatible with devotion, 
irhieb: are inseparable frnm military ideas and pre* 
parations. It could surely nevf^* be the intention 
^f ' the le^slature, though such hi^s been the effect, 
to detach the defenders of their conntty from the 
worshippers of God : nor is it to be supposed they 
ad^rerted to tlie intuence whieh a. precedent of such 
high Aulhol^ity must have, in dkesting the Sabbath 
of its sanctity in ihe eyes of the people, and of es« 

* The -book <?£ Sports inCbaries thd Seeimd'a w^g»» i^ ^ot an except 
tlon, 03 this, thou|^b suiHci^tl; ccn.sur^blt^, waf not CQn»iider^4 ai a tu^ 
lailon of the rett of the Sabbath. 
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iftVKsl^Dg the fatal epoteb/ vbenc^ it was a6 lengt^^ 
to be revered as the ordiBance of heaven. Tkey 
faad^ we wit) believe^ do soeti iateiitioB ; b«i the hi*^ 
nroeence of the intention abates nothing of the flfis^ 
chief of the precedent. 

As it is foreign from my purpose to make a com^. 
plete enumeration of national sins, which woisM 
not only ' be a most paitiful task in itself, but quite- 
incompatible with the limits of this 'dis^oursiaf^'I 
shall content 'myself with the mention of one* moi% 
proof of the degeneracy of our mahners. Tbi# 
proof is found In that almost universal profanenes* 
which taints our daily intercourse^ and'Wh^vb'tHit 
risen to such a height ksto hare become! a melrf^- 
chuly characteristic of our coonli*y. 'In no i^atfoo 
under heaven, probably, has the profanatioti dif sa* 
cred terms been so prevalent as iii this chrl#t!aii 4aMI* 
The name even of the Supreme Being "himself tlrtd 
the words he has employed to denounce the puliish^ 
ment of the impenitent, are rarelj^ mentioned bttf in 
anger or in sporty so that were a strangefr to out 
history to witness the style of bur conver^adoti^ h« 
would naturally infer we considered religion M a 
detected imposture, and that nothing more remained 
than, in return for the fears it bad inspired, to tl^at 
it with the insult and derision duo to a' Ikthufi tjnrtot 
To view this practice in the most favOurabte light, 
it indicates, as has been observed by a groat writer,^ 



17» 

^^a iiijii4 ov^r vbieb retigioos tmisiderations have 
IHUe 4nflaeftee«^ li also sufficiently accounts for 
that pcope&siiy to ridiciile piety, wbicb is. one of our 
national pecnViarjities* Itwonld be unfair to sup. 
^se, that at tibe best times tbere was ever more piety 
041 the eontinent tban here : i>e this as it may, it 
never appeavs to have exposed its possessors to 
eonlempt; nor was tbe sublime devotion of Feoe- 
inn an4l^ of Paseal ever considered as forming a 
shade to-tbeir genius^-^the reverence for religion 
had nat^been W4>rn away t^ ^be familiar abase of its 
^p^euliaT'teiuas. 
- • ' '* ...,.■■.. 

It will be expected something should be said on 
the slavo'^trade^ Ita enormity no words fsan ex* 
press* But bete we must feel a mixture of satls^ 
iiau and refpsiet ; of aatiafiietion) at finding it has 
"exeited sneb general indignation among the people f 
of regret^ that notwitbf tanding this^it should stilL be 
eoutinu^^ . By the most earoiest and unanimous 
nmonafaranee^^ adbirossed to those who alone could 
abolish i^ the people have purged themselves from 
rthia^iintaminatifm* ^ Their application waf unsue- 
eessffll. Tbe gntUand turpiUide of this traffic now 
nsin 4>n.the. heads of .thes^ who sanction^ and of 
th^M who conduct it !ISf om sonie recent events in 
Ibe westem jealonif^^ it teems not unlikely the 
Deity is aMit to tske this affair, ipto his own 
handSy and ^^oe^mpjishby his interpositii^n what 
has been denied to the prayer of tbe nation. 
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It is far firom being a pleating empldy { it ft paio* 
ful, it is distressing to dwell on snch topies ; bui it 
is neeesfluiry. Our disease has gone too lar to adw 
mit of palliatives ; oar wonnds are too dee^ to be 
healed^ till tliey are searehed and ffrobed to tbe 
bottom. Thfe only safe expedient which remains 
to be adopted^ i^ an immediate retnrn to Grod; ta 
fwsake every one his evil way, cmd the violence tk$i 
is in his hanisy and cry mightily to him : and who 
can telly if God wiU turn and repent, and twm 
a/ioay his fierce anger from us. At the same time 
let it be remembered^ that repentance is a personal 
concern. Instead of losing odrselves in a crowds 
and resting in general confessions^ we ought ea<^h 
one to examine his own ways and turn from his own 
iniquity. We shall not failj if we have a spark of 
piety, to lament the" prevalence of sin around ns^ 
but we can repent only of our own: and however 
in the present mixed and imperfeet state> we may" 
share in the judgments anfd calamities which iriher 
men's sins draw down, it is those we commit our- 
selves which alone can do us ultimate injury. Our 
continuance here is but for a short time, aSer 
which, as many as are purified and made whitey 
will remove into lUiother world, be placed under 
a higher economy, and be put in poissession of a JHn^* 
dom that cannot be moved. We need be under no 
apprehension, lest the cherishing the sentiments we 
have recommended should lead ta despondency^ 
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We bare an Mi^ Priesl^ who through the JEt^mol 
Spirit qfferei hiv^elf without spot to God. Id ikt 
midst of the deepest humi^iatiofi^ we are inviteii to 
look up to him^ witb a boinble reliaaee on tbe effiea^^ 
ey of bis Uood^ :wbieh deafises from all sin^ and to 
entrust our prayers fmd our duties^ disordered and 
imperfect at best^ into bis bands^ that be may mio- 
^e them with tbe incense of his intercession^ and 
present them with aeoaj^nce before Qod. 

As a peopk^Hie most certain means of ensuring 
lasting prosperity, and of enabling us to transmit, 
nnunpaired to those who shall suoeeed us, the rieh 
i^beritanee devolved from our anoestors, will.be a 
speedy return to the spirit and. praetice oi tbe Gos- 
pel. We shall ill consult the true interests qf rev* 
elation by disguising its^ peeuliarities, in hope of 
eoBciliating the approbation of inidels, and i^ 
i^apting it more to their taste — a mistaken and dan^ 
gerous policy, by which we ron imminent risque of 
catebihg their contsfgion, without imparting the 
benefit of its truths. Lft us not for a moment 
blench from its mysteries : they are mysteries of 
godiiness; and however much they may surpass 
human reason, bear the distinct impress of a divine 
band. We rejoice that tliey are mysterious, so far 
from being ashamed of them on that account; siuif^ 
the principal reason why they are, and must ever 
continue snch, is derived from their elevation, from 
their unsearehaile riches, and undefinable gran* 
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dMr«! In flM| let M draw our reUpoii and )nora,l% 
eaUrely firon tbe word of God^ withqat aeekii^ aj^ 
deeper fouudatioD for our duties than the wiU of tbe 
Sapreme Beiug^ an implicit aud perfeet acyujea. 
eeoee ia which is the hi^eat virtue a creature can 
attain. 

Amidst many unfavourable ajrmptops of th^e stat^ 
of morala aiaongst ua, there are otbera of a contrary 
nature. We may hope, infidelity has nearly run 
its length. In truths ita sofifabtry, ia the eyes of 
men of sense^ has been mnchitbcredited by the ab. 
surdity of its tenets ; and if any have been in daa- 
ger of being seduced by the talents of its advocates, 
they have commonly found a sufictent sintidote iu 
their lives. — We have learned to prise revelation 
more than ever, since we have seen the ludicrous 
mistakes, as well as seriooa disasters, of those nas- 
ties of impiety, who choose rather to walk by an m- 
ternal light, than enjoy the benefit of its illuniaa. 
tion. Tliey have edified uir much, without intend- 
ing it : they have had the eflfect which critics aspgn 
as the purpose of the tragic niuse,^ that of purify- 
ing the heart by pity and tejrror. Their zeal has 
excited an equal; degree of ardour in a better cause, 
and their efforts to extirpate religion have been ap- 
posed by contrary dfoi:tf,to diffuse its influence,^ at 

• THe uHiMion to the T»A»rc musk, thould have been marked «« « quota- 
tion^ though the author knoxM not -with certainty to -whom to aocrihe it. He 
heUeveB it fell from the elegant pen of an illustriou* female, Met* Moore. 
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liome and abmad, to a degree tmexampled iano* 
dern times. A growmg unanimity bu previuled 
among tbe good in different parUes, who flndinga 
ceAt^e of union in the great trutti« pf remelation^ and 
in a solicitude for its intetests> are willing to merge 
their smaller differences in a common cause. The 
number of the sincerely pious, we trusty is increase 
ing among us^ wh^se ^^al, so far from su&ring 
abatement from the confidence of infidelity, bas 
glowed with a purer and more steady flame than 
ever. Tbee^ are plei^ing indications that the pre- 
sence of the.Hcdy On6 e^, Israel is still in the midst 

C^US; 

How it may pl^se ihe Kuler of the universe to 
dis|Kise the dei^nios of the two most powerful na* 
tions of the earthy wbiob are^ at this IE^)ment lai4 
in the Glance, iii» impi^ble for us with certainty ! 
to sayi-r-But when we consider how many of his 
' sineare worshippers^ how large A portion of bis 
ehufcb^ togeMier with, how rich a fund of wisdom^ 
of takiits, and of all those elements of social order 
which he must approve^ are inclosed within the 
limits oC this highly -favoured land, we cannot be- 
lieve be intends to give it up a prey to its enemies. 
.Our insular ^situation is favourable, ^ur resources 
prodigious^ and tbe preparations which have Iqng 
been making, apparently every way equal to tbe 
danger of the crisis ; but still we would place our 
ultimate reliance on Him who abases the proud^ 



178 

^Qcl tK9Xt$ ibelawly. It would be p^^esmii^ifiii to 
imAgine it in mj power to add any thing to tl^M^ 
considerations, which lutve already produced »uch 
a general movement in de£enfie of our liberties; 
The canse speaks for itself: it exeitea feelings 
which words are ill able to exfiresa ; involytng 
every object and motive which can engage the so* 
iidtude, affect the intereafa^ or inflnenee the heart 
of man. After a series of provocations and injories^ 
reciprocally sustained and retaliated, the dispute 
betwixt us and our enemies is brought to a short is^ 
sue : it is no longer which of the iwo nations sball 
have the ascendant, but which shall continue a na- 
tion : it is a struggle for existence, not for empire. It 
must surely be regarded as a happy «ircumstanee> 
that the cont^tdid not take this shape at an earlier pe« 
riod, while many were deceived by certain specious 
pretences of liberty into a favourable opinion of onr 
enemies' designs. The popular delufiion is past ; the . 
most unexampled prodigies of guilt have dispelled it ; 
and, after a series of rapine and cruelty, have torir 
from every heart the last fibres of mif tak^ partial- 
ity. The crimes of those with whom we have to 
contend, are legible in every part of fiurope. 
There is scarcely a man to be jfound who is not most 
perfectly acquainted with the ^neanin^ of that free- 
dom they profess to bestow ; that it is a freedom 
from the dominion of laws to pass under the yoke 
of slavery, and from the fear of God to plunge into 
crimes and impiety ; an impious barter of all that is 
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^odibr &U that h ill, ihtdugh Ite utmost range aod 
lifiMts of moral de^tiiiy. Nor U it less easy to de^ 
veiope the charlEiet^r of our principal enemy. A 
man bred in the (school of ferocity, amidst the diti of 
arms and the tumnlt of 6a}nps ; his element, war 
and cofiftii^imi ; who has changed his religion with 
hm uniformi and has not spared the assasdnatiOii 
of his own troops : itis easy to foiresee what treats 
ment soch a tnfan will give to his enemies, should 
they fall into his power ; to those enemies especiaU 
ly who, saved from the shipwreck of nations, are 
ptederving, as in an ark, the precioirs remains 
of civilization and order, and whom, after de- 
stroying the liberties of evei^ other country, ht 
enviee the melancholy distinction of being the only 
people he has HOt enslaved. Engaged with such 
an enemy, no weak hopes of moderation or clemen-^ 
cy can tempt i|f for a moment to relax in our resist* 
anee to l^ppt>ower, and the only alternative which 
remains is, to eotiquer or to die. 

Hence that unexampled unanittiity \^hich distin- 
guisbes the present season. In other wars we have 
been a divided people : the effect of our external 
operattonsf has been, in some measure, weakened 
by intestine disseOsion. When peace has return- 
ed, the breach has widened; while parties have 
been formed on the merits of particular men, or of 
particular measures. These have all disappeared ; 
we have buried our mutual animosities in a regard 
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to tbe eattmon safety. The sentimeniof self^pte* 
servation^ the first law which nature has imprees- 
ed, has absorl^ed every other feeling ; and the fire 
of liberty has melted down the discordant senti- 
ments and mind^ of the British Empire into one 
mass, and propelled them in the same direction. 
Partial interests and feelings are suspended^ tEe 
spirits of the body are collected at the heart, and 
we are awaiting with anxiety, but without dismay> 
the discharge of that mighty tempest which hangs 
upon tbe skirts of the horizon, and to which the 
eyes of Europe, and of the world, are turned in 
silent and awful expectation. While we feel so-- 
Hcitude, let us not betray dejection ; nor let us be 
alarmed at the past successes of our enemy, whi<^ 
are more dangerous to himself than to us,^ since 
they have raised him from obscurity to an elevation 
which has made him giddy, and tempted him to 
suppose every thing within his power. 4lhe intc^- 
icationof his success is the omen of his fall. What, 
though he has carried the flames qf war throughout 
Europe, and gathered as a nest the riches of the na- 
tions, while none peeped^ nor nrnttered^ nor moved 
the wing; be has yet to try his fortune in another 
field : he has yet to contend on a soil filled with 
the monuments of freedom, enriched with the blood^ 
of its d^enders ; with a people who, animated with 
one soul, and inflamed with one zeal, for their lawa 
and for their prince, are armed in defence of all tbey 
bpld dear or venerable ; their wives^ their parents, 
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ehre of theirfathers. We will not suppose there is one 
who will be deterred from exerting himself in sach 
a cause, by a pusillanimous regard to his safety, 
when he reflects that he has already lived too long 
who has survived the ruin of his country; and that 
be who can enjoy life after such an event, deserves 
not to have lived at all. It will suffice us, if our 
mortal existence, which is at most but a span, be 
CO* extended with that of the nation which gave us 
Urth. We will gladly quit the scene, with all 
that is noble and august, innocent and holy; and 
instead of wishing to survive the oppression of weak- 
ness, the violation of beauty, and the extinctibiir of 
every thingon which the heart can repose, welcome 
the shades which will hide from our view such 
horrors. 

From the most fixed principles of human nature, 
as well as from the examples of all history, we may 
be certain, the conquest of this country, should it be 
permitted to take place, will not terminate in any 
ordinary catastrophe, in any mucfr less calamitous 
than utter extermination. Our present elevation 
will be the exact measure of our future depression, 
as it will measure the fears and jealousies of those 
wJbo subdue as. While the smallest vestige remains 
of our former greatness, while any trace or memorial 
exists of onr having been once a flourishing and io- 
4epende|it anpice^ while the nt^ion breathes^ they 
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will be afraid of its recpveriog its streiigth^ and never 
thipk themselves secure of their conquest till our 
navy is consumed, our wealth dissipated, oui' com- 
merce extinguished, every liberal institution ahoU 
ished, our nobles extirpated ; whatever in ranl^ 
character, and talents, gives distinction in society, 
called out and destroyed, and the refute which re- 
mains, swept together into a putrii^ing heap by the 
besom of destruction. The enemy will not need to 
proclaim his triumph ; it will be felt in the more ex- 
pressive silence of extended desolation. 

Recollect for a moment his invasion of £gypt^ a 
country which had never given him the slightest 
provocation ; a country so remote from the theatre 
of his crimes, that it probably did not know there 
was such a man in existence ; (happy ignorance, 
could it have lasted!) but while he was looking 
around bim, like a vulture, perched on aii eminence, 
for objects on which he mijgbt gratify his insatiable 
thirst for rapine, he no sooner beheld the defencp- 
less condition of that unhappy country, than he dart- 
ed upon it in a moment. In vain did it struggle^ 
flap its wings, and rend the air with its shrieks : the 
cruel enemy, deaf to its cries^ had infixed his talous^ 
and was busy in sucking its blood, when the inter- 
fei^ence of a superior power forced him to reliuquish 
his prey, and betake himself to flight. Will thit 
vulture, think you, ever forget his disappointment 
OB that occasion, or the numerous wounds, blows^ 
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and coDcnssions^ he received in a ten years struggle ? 
It is impossible. It were folly to expect it. He 
meditates^ no doubt, tbe deepest revenge. He who 
saw nothing in the simple manners and bland lib- 
erties of the Swiss to engage his forbeaVance : noth- 
ing in proclaiming himself a Mahometan to revolt 
his conscience ; nothing in the <^ondition of defence- 
lest prisoners to excite his pity^ nor in that of the 
eompai^ions of his warfare^ sick and wounded in a 
foreign land> to prevent him from dispatching them ' 
by poison, will treat in a manner worthy of the im- 
piety and inhumanity of his character, a natiou 
which he nKturally dislikes as being free, dreads at 
the rivals of bis power, and abhors as the authors of 
bis disgrace. 

Though these are undoubted truths, and ought to 
be seriously considered, yet I would rather choose 
to appeal to sentiments more elevated than such 
topics can inspire. To forni an adequate idea of the 
duties of this crisis, it will be necessary to raise your 
minds to a level with our station, to extend your 
views to a distant futurity, and to consequences the 
most certain, though most remote. By a series of 
erittritial enterprises, by the success of guilty ambi- 
tion, the liberties of £urope have been gradually 
exfinguished : the subjugation of Holland, Switzer- 
land, and the free towns of Germany, has com- 
pleted that catrastrophe ; and we are the only peo- 
ple in the eastern hemisphere, who are in posses* 
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•ion of equal laws and a free constitntioii. Free- 
dom, driven from every spot on the continent, hat 
sought an asylum in a country which she always 
chose for her favourite abode : but she is pursued 
even here, and threatened with destruction. The 
inundation of lawless power, after coTering the 
whole earth, threatens to follow us here ; and we 
are most exactly, most critically placed in the only 
aperture where it can be successfully repelled ; in 
the Thermopylae of the universe. As far as the in- 
terests of freedom are concerned, the most impor- 
tant by far of sublunary interests, you my country, 
men, stand in the capacity of the fcederal representa* 
tives of the human race ; for in you it is to deter- 
mine (under Ood) in what condition the latest 
posterity shall be born ; their fortunes are entrusted 
to your hand, and on your conduct, at this moment, 
depends the colour and complexion of their destiny. 
If liberty, after being extinguished- on the continent, 
is suffered to expire here, whence is it ever io 
emerge in the midst of that thick night that will 
invest it? It remains with you, the% to decide, 
whether that freedom, at whose voice the 
kingdoms of Europe awoke from the sleep 
of ages, to run a eareer of virtuous emulation in 
every thing great and good : the freedom whieh 
dispelled the mists of superstition, and invited the 
nations to behold their God ; whose magic touch 
kindled the rays of genius, the enthusiasm of po- 
etry, and the flame of eloquence ; the freedom which 
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poured into our lap opulence and arts^^^tem^^ 
lished life with innumerable institutions dc^ im- 
provements^ till it became a theatre of wonders ; it 
is for you to decide whether this freedom shall yet 
aurvive, or be covered with a funeral pall and wrapt 
io eternal gloom. It is not necessary to await your 
determination. In the solicitudeyou feel to approve 
yourselves worthy of such a trust, every thought of 
what is afflicting in warfare, every apprehension 
of danger must vanish, and you are impatient 
to. mingle in the battle of the civilized world. 
Go, then, ye defenders of your country, accompani- 
ed with every auspicious omen ; advance with alac- 
rity.into the field, where God himself musters the 
hosts to war. Religion is too much interested in 
your success not to lend you her aid. She will 
shed over this enterprise her selectest influence. 
While you are engaged in the field, many will re- 
pair to the closet, many to the sanctuary ; the faith- 
ful of every name will employ that prayer which 
has power with God ; the feeble hands which are 
unequal to any other weapon, will grasp the sword 
of the spirit ; and from myriads of humble and con- 
trite hearts, the voice of intercession, supplication, 
and weeping, will mingle in its ascent to heaven 
with the shouts-of battle and the shock of arms. 

While you have every thing to fear from the suc- 
cess of the enemy, you have every means of pre- 
venting that success ; 60 that it is next to impossi. 

g4t 
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ble for victory not to crown your exertions. The 
extent of your resources, under God, are equal to 
the justice of your cause. But should Providence 
determine otherwise, should you fall in the strug- 
gle, should the nation fall, you will have the satis- 
faction (the purest allotted to man) of having per- 
formed your part; virtue will atone for the out- 
rages of fortune, by conducting you to immortality : 
your names will be enrolled with the most illustri- 
ous dead ; while posterity to the end of time, as of- 
ten as they revolve the events of this period, and 
they will incessantly revolve them, will turn to 
you a reverential eye, while they mourn over the 
freedom which is entombed in your sepulchre. I 
cannot but imagine the virtuous heroes, legisla- 
tors, and patriots of every age and country, are 
bending from their elevated seats to witness this 
contest, as if they were incapable, till it be brought 
to a favourable issue, of enjoying their eternal re- 
pose. Enjoy that repose, illustrious immortals! 
^•our mantle fell when you ascended; and thous- 
ands, inflamed with your spirit, and impatient to 
tpead in your steps, are ready to swear by Him that 
sitteth upon the throne^ and livethfor ever and ever^ 
they will protect freedom in her last asylum, and 
never desert that cause which you sustained by 
your labours, and cemented with your blood. And 
thou, sole Ruler among the children of men^ to 
wliom the shields of the earth belong, gird on thy 
sword^ thou Most Mighty: go forth with our hosts in 
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the day of battle. Impart^ in addition to their he- 
reditary valour^ that confidence of success which 
springs from thy presence : pour into their hearts 
the spirit of departed heroes : inspire them with 
thine own ; and^ while led by thine hand^ and fight- 
ing under thy banners^ open thou their eyes td be- 
hold in every valley, and in every plain, what the 
prophet beheld by the same illumination, chariots 
of fire and horses of fire. Then shall the strong man 
he as towy and the maker of it as a spark , and they 
shall both hum together^ and none shall quench 
them. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



TO attempt to disarm the severity of eritieism by hu- 
miliation or entreaty, would be a hopeless task. Waying 
every apology, the Author, therefore, has only to remark, 
that the motives of a writer must ever remain a secret, 
but the tendency of what he writes, is capable of being as- 
certained; and is in reality the only consideration in 
which the publie are interested. The Authw is concerned 
at an unexpected coincidence in the text, betwixt this and 
a very excellent discourse, delivered on a similar occasion, 
and published by his much esteemed friend, the Rev. Fran- 
cis Coxe. The coincidence was entirely accidental, and 
the text in each instance being employed very much in the 
manner of a motto, it is hoped the train of thought will 
be found sufficiently distinct. He cannot conclude with- 
out recommending to the public, and to the young espe- 
cially, the serious perusal of the above mentioned animated 
and impressive discourse. 
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The Advantages of Knowledge to the Lower 
Classes. 



SERMON, 

&c. &c. 

PROVERBS, XIX. 2. 

THAT THE HEART BE WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE, IT IS NOT 

GOOD. 



1 HROUGHouT cvery part of this book, the author 
is copious and eveu profuse in the praises of know- 
ledge. To stimulate to the acquisition of it, and 
to assist in the pursuit, is the professed design with 
which it was penned. To know wisdom and in- 
struction ; to perceive the tcords of understanding ; 
to receive the instruction of wisdom^ justice^ and 
judgment, and equity ; to give subtlety to the sim- 
jle, to the young man knowledge and discretion. 

Though it is erident from many passages, that 
in the encomiums to which we have referred, the 
author had principally in view divine knowledge^ 
yet from other parts it is equally certain he by no 
means intended to exclude from these commenda- 
tions, knowledge in general ; and as we propose 
this afternoon to recommend to your attention the 
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Sabbath-day School established in this place, a few 
reflections on the utility of knowledge at large, and 
of religious knowledge in particular, will not b« 
deemed unseasonable. 

1. Let me request your attention to a few re- 
marks on the utility of knowledge in general. It 
must strike us, in the first place, that the extent to 
which we have the faculty of acquiring it, forms the 
most obvious distinction of our species. In inferior 
animals, it subsists in so small a degree, that we 
are wont to deny it to them altogether, the range of 
their knowledge, if it deserve the name, is so ex- 
tremely limited, and their ideas so few and simple. 
Whatever is most exquisite in their operations, ig 
referred to an instinct, which working within a nar- 
row compass, though with undeviating uniformity, 
supplies the place, and supersedes the necessity of 
reason. In inferior animals, the knowledge of the 
whole species i^ possessed by each individual of 
the species, while man iis distinguished by number- 
less diversities in the scale of mental improvement. 
Now to be destitute in a remarkable degree of an 
acquisition which forms the appropriate possession 
of human nature, is degrading to that nature, and 
must proportionably disqualify it for reaching the 
end of its creation. 

As the power of acquiring knowledge is to be 
ascribed to reason, so the attainment of it mightily 
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strengtheus and improves it^ and thereby enables 
it to enrich itself with further acquisitions. Know- 
ledge in general expands the mind, exalts the 
faculties^ refines the taste of pleasure^ and opens 
innumerable sources ofantellectual enjoyment. By 
means of it^ we become less dependent for satisfac- 
tion upon the sensative appetites, the gross plea- 
sures of sense are more easily despised, and we 
are made to feel the superiority of the spiritual to 
the material part of our nature. Instead of being 
continually solicited by the influence and irritation 
of sensible objects, the mind can retire within her- 
self, and expatiate in the cool and quiet walks of 
contemplation. The author of nature has wisely 
annexed a pleasure to the exercise of our active 
powers, and particularly to the pursuit of truth, 
which if it be in some instances less intense, is far 
more durable than the gratifications of sense, and is 
on that account incomparably more valuable. Its 
duration, to say noUiing of its other properties, ren- 
ders it more valuable. It may be repeated without 
iatiety, and pleases afresh on every reflection upon 
it. These are self- created satisfactions, always 
within our reach, not dependent upon events, not 
requiring a peculiar combination of circumstances 
to produce or maintain them, they rise from the 
mind itself, and inhere, so to speak, in its very sub- 
stance. Let the mind but retain its proper func- 
tions, and they spring up spontaneously, unsoli. 
cited, unborrowed, and unbought. Eveu the diffi-^ 
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eultiei and impe^inients wfaich obstrutt the pnrsait 
(Strath, serve^ according to the economy undet 
which we are placed, to render it more ipterestiog. 
The labour of intelleetual search^ resembles and 
exceeds the tumuUuops pleasures of the chase, and 
the consciousness of overcoming a formidable obsta^ 
cle, or of lighting on some happy discovery, gives 
all the enjoyment of a conquest, without those ew- 
roding reflections by which the latter must be im^ 
paired. Can we doubt that Archimedes, who was 
so absorbed in his contemplations as not to be di- 
verted by the sacking of his native city, and was 
Mlled in the very act of meditating a mathematical 
theorem, did not when he exclaimed ft^«»«! tv^wxl^ 
feel a transport as genuine as was ever experienced 
after the most brilliant victory ? 

But to return to the moral good which results 
from the acquisition of knowledge ; it is chiefly this^ 
that by multiplying the mental resources, it lias a 
tendency to exalt the character, and, in some 
measure, to correct and subdue the taste for grosa 
sensuality. It enables the possessor to beguile his 
leisure moments (and every man hajs such) in an 
innocent at least, if not in a useful manner. The 
poor man who can read, and who possesses a taste 
for reading, can flnd entertainment at home, without 
being tempted to repair to the public- house for that 

* I h$yt found it ! I have found \tV 
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j^rpose. His mind can find him employment when 
his body is at rest; he does not lie prostrate and 
afloat on .the current of incidents^ liable to 
be carried whithersoever the impulse of appetite 
may direct. There is in the mind of such a man 
an intellectual spring urging him to the pursuit of 
mental good ; and if the minds of his family also are 
a Iktle cultivated^ conversation becomes the more in- 
teresting^ and the sphere of domestic enjoyment 
enlarged. The calm satisfaction which btioks 
afford, puts him into a disposition to relish more 
exquisitely, the tranquil delight inseparable from 
the indulgence of conjugal and parental affection ; 
and as he will be more respectable in the eyes of 
his family than he who can teach them nothing, 
he will be naturally induced to cultivate what 
ever may preserve, and shun whatever would 
t impair that respect. He who is inured to re- 
flection will carry his views beyond the present 
hour ; he will extend his prospect a little into futu- 
rity, and be disposed to make some provision for 
his approaching wants ; whence will result kn in- 
creased motive to industry, together with a care to 
husband his earnings, and to avoid unnecessary 
expense. The poor man who has gained a taste 
for good books, will in all likelihood become 
thoughtful, and when you have given the poor a 
habit of thinking, you have conferred on them a 
much greater favour than by the gift of a large sum 
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of monej, since you have put them in possesion of 
tlie principle of all legitimate prosperity. 

I am persuaded that the extreme profligacy^ im- 
providence^ and misery; which are so prevalent 
among the labouring classes in many countries, are 
chiefly to be ascribed to the want of education. . In 
proof of this we need only cast our eyes on the cour 
dition of the Irish, compared with that of the peas- 
antry in vScptland. Among the former you behold 
nothing but beggary, wretchedness, and sloth : in 
Scotland, on the contrary under the disadvantages 
of a worse climate and more unproductive soil, a 
degree of decency and comfort, the fruit of sobriety 
and industry, are conspicuous among the lower 
classes. And to what is this disparity in their situa- 
tion to be ascribed, except to the influence of educa- 
tion? In Ireland, the education of the poor is 
miserably neglected, very few of tliem can read, 
and they grow up in a total ignorance of what it 
most befits a rational creature to understand; 
while in Scotland the establishment of free-schools 
in every parish, an essential branch of the ecclesi- 
astical constitution of the counti*y, brings the means 
of instruction within the reach of the poorest, who 
are there inured to decency, industry, and order. 

Some have objected to the instruction of the lower 
classes, from an apprehension that it would 4ift them 
above their sphere, make them dissatisfied with their 
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station in life, and by impairing the habit of subordi- 
nation, endanger the tranquillity of the state; an ob- 
je^tion devoid surely of all force and validity. It 
is not easy to conceive in what manner instructing 
men in their duties can prompt them to neglect 
those duties, or how that enlargement of reason 
wWch enables them to comprehend the true grounds 
of authority and the obligation to obedience, should 
indispose them to obey. The admirable mecha- 
nism of society, together with that subordination of 
ranks which is essential to its subsistence, is surely 
not an elaborate imposture, which the exercise of 
reason will detect and expose. The objection wc 
have stated, implies a reflection on the social order, 
equally impolitic, invidious, and unjust. Nothing 
in reality renders legitimate government so insecure 
as extreme ignorance in the people. It is this which 
yields them an easy prey to seduction, makes them 
the victims of prejudice atid false alarms, and so fe- 
rocious withal, that their interference in atime of pub- 
lic commotion, is more to be dreaded than the erup- 
tion of a volcano. 

The true prop of good government is opinion, the 
perception on the part of the subject of benefits re- 
sulting from it, a settled conviction, in other words, 
of its being a public good. Now nothing can pro- 
duce or maintain that opinion but knowledge, since 
opinion is a fi5rm of knowledge. Of tyrannical and 
unlawful governments, indeed, the suppovt is fear. 
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to wliich is;noranee is as congenial as it is abhor- 
reiil from the genius of a free people. Look at the 
popular insurrections and massacres in France : of 
what description of persons were those ruffians com- 
posed who, breaking forth like a torrent, overwhelm* 
ed the mounds of lawful authority? Who were 
the cannibals that sported with the mangled carca- 
ses and palpitating limbs of their murdered victims, 
and dragged them about with their teeth in the 
gardens of the Thuillerics ? Were they refined and 
elaborated into these barbarities by the efforts of a 
too polished education ? No : they were the very 
scum of the populace, destitute of all moral culture, 
whose atrocity was only equalled by their ignorance 
as might well be expected, when the one was the 
legitimate parent of the other. Who are the per- 
sons who, in every country, are most disposed to 
outrage and violence, but the most ignorant and un- 
educated of the poor ; to which class also chiefly 
belong those unhappy beings who are doomed to ex- 
piate their crimes at the fatal tree ; few of whom, it 
has recently been ascertained, on accurate enquiry 
are able to read, and the greater part utterly desti- 
tute of all moral or religious principle. 

Ignorance gives a sort of eternity to prejudice, 
and perpetuity to error. When a baleful super- 
stition, like that of the church of Rome, has once 
got footing among a people in this situation, it be- 
comes next to impossible to eradicate it : for it can 
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reason and argument, and to these weapons it is im- 
passive. The sword of ethereal temper loses its 
edge, when tried on the scaly hide of this leviathan. 
Xo wonder the church of Rome is such a friend to 
ignorance ; it is but paying the arrears of gratitude 
in which she is deeply indebted. How is it possible 
for her not to hate that light which would unveil 
lier impostures^ and detect her enormities ? 

If we survey the genius of Christianity, we shall 
find it to be just the reverse. It was ushered into 
the world with the injunction, go and teach all na. 
tiansj and every step of its progress is to be ascrib- 
ed to instruction. With a condescension worthy of 
its author, it offers information to the meanest and 
most illiterate ; but extreme ignorance is not a state 
of mind favourable to it. The first churches were 
planted in cities, (and those tfie most celebrated and 
enlightened) drawn neither from the very highest 
nor the very lowest classes ; the former too often 
the victims of luxury and pride, the latter sunk in 
extreme stupidity ; but from the middle orders^ 
were the largest portion of virtue apd good sensa 
has usually resided. In remote villages, its pro- 
gress was extremely slow, owing unquestionably to 
that want of mental cultivation, which rendered 
them the last retreats of superstition ; inso- 
much that in the fifth century, the abettors of the 
ancient idolatry began to be denominated Pdgani^ 

S6 
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which properly denotes the inhabitants of the coun^ 
try, in 4li«tiuction from those who reside in towns. 
At the Reformation, the progress of the reformed 
faith went hand in hand with the advancement of 
letters ; it had every where the same friends and 
the same enemies, and next to its agreement with 
the Holy Scriptures, its success is chiefly to be 
ascribed, und^r God, to the art of printing, the re- 
vival of classical learning, and the illustrious pa- 
trons of science attached to its cause. In the re- 
presentation of that glorious period, usually styled 
the Millennium, when religion shall universally 
prevail^ it is mentioned as a conspicuous feature, 
thai men shall run to and fro ^ and knowledge shall 
be increased. That period will not be distinguish- 
ed from the preceding, by men's minds being more 
torpid and inactive, but rather by the consecration 
of eyery power to the service of the Most High. 
It will be a period of remarkable illumination, dur- 
ing which the light of the moon shall be as the light 
of the sun^ and the light of the sun as that of seven - 
days. Every useful talent will be cultivated, every 
heart subservient to the interests of man, be improved 
and perfected ; learning will amass her stores, and 
genius emit her splendour; but the former will be 
displayed without ostentation, and the latter shine 
with the softened effulgence of humility and love. 

S. We have hitherto spoken of the advantages 
ef knowledge in general; we proceed to notice 



the utility of religious Tcnowledge io particular. 
Religion^ on account of its intimate relaiion to a 
future state^ is erery man's proper business^ and 
should be his chief care. Of knowledge in gene* 
ral, there are branches which it would be prepos- 
terous in the bulk of mankind to attempt to acquire^ 
because they have no immediate connection with 
their duties, and demand talents which nature has 
denied, or opportunities which providence has with- 
held. .But with respect to the primary truths of 
religion, the case is different; they are of such 
daily use and necessity, that they form not the ma- 
terials of mental luxury, so properly, as the food 
of the mind. In improving the character, the in- 
fluence of general knowledge is often feeble, and 
always indirect ; of religious knowledge the ten- 
dency to purify the heart is immediate, and forms 
its professed scope and design. This is life eter- 
nal to know tliee, the only true God and Jesus 
Christ, whom thou hast sent. To ascertain the 
character of the supreme Author of all things, to 
know, as far as we are capable of comprehending 
such a subject, what is his moral disposition, what 
the situation we stand in towards him, and the princi- 
ples by which he conducts his administration, will 
be allowed by every considerate person to be of the 
highest consequence. Compared to this, all other 
speculations or inquiries sink into insignificance; 
liecause every event that can befal us, is in his 
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hands, and by his sentence^ our final condition 
must be fixed. To regard such an enquiry with 
indifference, is the mark not of a noble but of an 
abject mind, which immersed in sensuality, or 
amused with trifles, deems itself iinworthy of eter- 
nal life. To be so absorbed in worldly pursuits, 
as to neglect future prospects, is a conduct that 
can plead no excuse, until it is ascertained beyond 
all doubt or contradiction, that there is no hereaf- 
ter, and that nothing remains but that we eat arid 
drinkf for to-morrow tee die. Even in that case, 
to forego the hope of immortality without a sigh ; 
to be gay and sportive on the brink of destruction, 
in the very moment of relinquishing prospects, on 
which the wisest and best in every age have de- 
lighted to dwell, is the indication of a base and 
degenerate spirit. If existence be a good, the eter^ 
nal loss of it must be a great evil : if it be an evil, 
reason suggests the propriety of enquiring why it 
is so, of investigating the maladies by which it is 
oppressed. Amidst the darkness and uncertainty 
which hang over our future condition. Revelation, 
by bringing life and immortality to light, affords the 
only relief. In the Bible alone we learn the real 
character of the Supreme Being, his holiness, jus-r 
tice, mercy, and truth, the moral condition of man, 
considered in his relation to Him is clearly pointed 
out, the doom of impenitent transgressors denounce 
fd^ and the method of obtaining mercy, through tb« 
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interposition of a divine Mediator^ plainly revealed. 
There are two considerations which may suffice to 
evince the indispensable necessity of sariptaral 
knowledge. 

L The SciHptures contain an authentic discovery 
of the way of salvation. They are a revelation of 
mercy to a lost world ; a reply lo that most inter- 
esting enquiry, what we must do to be saved. The 
distinguishing feature of the Gospel system, is the 
economy of redemption, or the gracious provision 
the Supreme Being has thought fit to make for re- 
conciling the world to himself, by the manifestation 
in human nature of his own Son. It is this w;hich 
constitutes it the Gospel^ by way of eminence, or the 
glad tidings concerning our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
on the right reception of which, or its rejection, turns 
our everlasting weal or woe. It is not from the 
character of God as our creator, it should be remem- 
bered, that the hope of the guilty can arise ; the 
fullest developement of bis essential perfections 
could afford no relief in this case, and therefore 
natural religion, were it capable of being carried to 
the utmost perfection, can never supersede the ne- 
cessity of revealed. To inspire confidence, an ex- 
press communication from heaven is necessary : since 
the introduction of sin has produced a peculiarity in 
our situation, and a perplexity in our prospects, 
which nothing but an express assurance of mercy 
can remove. 
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In what manfier^ the blessed and only Potentate, 
may think fit to dispose of a race of apostates/ is 
a question on which reason can suggest nothing 
satisfactory, nothing salutary : a question, in the 
solution of wliich, there being no data to proceed 
upon, wisdom and folly show alike, and every order 
of intellect is reduced to a level, for who hath Imown 
the mind of the Lordy or being his counsellor hath 
taught him. It is a secret which, had he not been 
pleased to unfold it, must have for ever remained 
in the breast of the Deity. This secret, in infinite 
mercy he has condescended to disclose : the silence^ 
not that which John witnessed in the Apocalypse^ 
of half an hour^ but that of ages, is broken, the 
darkness is past, and we behold^ in the &ospel^ the 
astonishing spectacle of God in Christ reconciling 
the world unto himself , not imputing to them their 
trespasses^ and sending forth his ambassadors to 
intreat us in Chrisfs stead to be reconciled to God. 
To that strange insensibility with respect to the 
concerns of a future world, which is at once the in* 
dication and consequence of the fall, must we 
ascribe the languid attention, with which this com- 
munication is received, instead of producing, as it 
ought^ transports of gratitude and joy in every 
breast. 

This, however we may be disposed to regard it^ 
is unquestionably the grand peculiarity of the Gos- 
pel^ the exclusive boast and treasure of the Scrip-. 
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ixintBf and most empbatieally the way of salvatimi^ 
not only as it reveals tbe gracious intenth^ps of God 
to a sinful world, but as it lays a solid foundatioii 
for tbe swpernaiural duties of faitb and repentance* 
All tbe discoveries of the Gospel^ bear a most in* 
timate relation to the character and offices of the 
Saviour; from him they emanate, in him they 
centre ; nor is any thing we learn from the Old or 
New Testament of saving tendency, further than 
as a part of, the truth as it is in Jesus. The neglect 
of considering revelation in this light, is a fruitful 
source of infidelity. Yiewing it in no higher char- 
acter than a republication of the law of nature^ 
men u*e first led to doubt tbe importance^ and next 
tbe truth of tbe discoveries it contains ; an easy and 
natural transition, since the question of their impor- 
tance, is 60 complicated with that of their truth, in 
the Scriptures themselves, that tbe most refined in- 
genQity cannot long keep them sefarate. It gives 
the knowledge of salvation by the remission ofsins^ 
through the tender mercy of our God, whereby the 
day-spring from an high hath visited us, to give 
light to them that sit in darkness and lAe shadow of 
death f to guide our feet into the way of peace. While 
we contemplate it under this its true character, we 
view it in its just dimensions, and feel no inclina- 
tion to extenuate the force of those representations 
which are expressive of its pre-eminent dignity. 
There is nothing will be allowed to come into com- 
parison with it, nothing we shall not be ready to 
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Mcrifice for a participation of its Uedstngiy and th« 
extension of its influence. The veneration we shaU 
feel for the Bible, as the depository of sating knovt>^ 
led^e, will be totally distinct, not only from what we 
attach to any other book, but from that admiration 
its other properties inspire ; and the variety and 
antiquity of its history, the light it affords in various 
researches, its inimitable touches of nature, together 
with the sublimity and beauty so copiously poured 
over its pages, will be deemed subsidiary orna- 
ments, the embellishments of the caskat^ which 
contains iht pearl of great price. 

2. Scriptural knowledge is of inestimable value 
on account of its supplying an infallable rule of life. 
To the most untutored mind, the information it af- 
fords on this subject, is far more full and precise 
than the highest efforts of reason could attain. In 
the best moral precepts issuing from human wisdom, 
there is an incurable defect in that want of authori- 
ty which robs them of their power over the con- 
science ; they are obligatory no farther than their 
reason is perceived, a deduction of proofs is neces- 
sary, more or less intricate and uncertain, and even 
when clearest, it is still but the language of man, to 
man, respectable as sage advice, but wanting the 
force and authority of law. In a well-attested reve- 
lation, it is the Judge speaking from the tribunal, 
the supreme Legislatorpromulging and interpreting 
his own laws. With what force and conviction, do 
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4bo8e Apostles and Prophets address us^ whose mi- 
fiaeulous powers attest them to be the servants of the 
Most High, the immediate organs of the Deity ! As 
the morality of the Gospel is more pure and coni- 
prehensive than was ever inculcated before^ so the 
consideration of its divine origination, invests it 
with an energy, of which every system not express- 
ly founded upon it, is entirely devoid. We turn at 
our peril from him who speaketh to us from heaven. 

Of an accountable creature, duty is the concern 
of every moment, since he is every moment pleasing 
or displeasing Ood. It is a universal element, 
mingling with every action, and qualifying every 
disposition and pursuit. The moral quality of con- 
duct, as it serves both to ascertain and to form the 
character, has consequences in a future world, so 
certain and infallible, that it is represented in Scrip- 
ture, as a seed, no part of which is lost, for what- 
soever a man soweth, that also shall he reap. That 
rectitude which the inspired writers usually denom- 
inate holiness, is the health and beauty of the sou}, 
capable of bestowing dignity in the absence of every 
other accomplishment, while the want of it leaves 
the possessor of the richest intellectual endowments 
a painted sepulchre. Hence results the indispensa- 
ble necessity, to every description of persons, of 
sound religious instruction, and of an intimate ac- 
quaintance with the Scriptures as its genuina 
source. 

27 
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It mast be confessed, from melanelioly exptri- 
eiice, that a speculative acquaintance with the rulM 
of duty, is too compatible with the violation of its 
dictates, and that it is possible for the convictions 
of conscience to be habitually overpowered bytha. 
corrupt suggestions of appetite. To see distinctly 
the right way, and, to pursue it, are not precisely 
the same thing. Still, nothing in the order of meant 
promises so much success as the diligent inculcatioA. 
of revealed truth. He who is acquainted with the 
terrors of the Lord, cannot live in the neglect of 
God and religion with present any more than withi 
future impunity ; the path of disobedience is obstruc- 
ted, if not rendered impassible^ and wherever be 
turns his eyes he beholds the sword of divine justice, 
stretched out to intercept his passage. Guilt will 
be appalled, conscience alarmed^ and the firuita o€ 
unlawful gratification embittered to his taste. 

It is su,rely desirable to place aa many obsUcl^t. 
as possible in the path to vmi^ : to take care that the 
image of death shall meet the offender at every tuJrn, 
that he shall not be able to persist without treading 
upon briars and scorpions, without forcing his w;ty 
through obstructions more formidable than be can 
expect to meet with in a contrary course. If you can 
enlist the nobler part of his nature under. the banners 
of virtue, set him at war with himself, and suJ»ject 
Wm to the necessity, should he persevere, of stifling 
and overcoming whatever is most characteristic of a 
reasonable creature, you have done what will pro- 
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bably n&t be uuprodnctive of advantage. If he is at 
the sanae time reminded, by his acquaintance with 
the wbrd of God, of a better state of mind being at- 
tainable, ^ better destiny reserved, provided they 
are M^illing and obedietit, for the child)*en of inen^ 
there id room to hope that wearied^ to speak in the 
language of the prophet^ in the greatnefi^ of his way^ 
he will bethink himself of the true refuge, and im- 
plore the d^irit of grac6 to aid his weakness, and 
sabdae his corruptions. Sound religious in&truc- 
tionis a perpetual counterpoise to the force of depra* 
vity. The law of the Lord is perfect^ converting the 
soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure^ making 
wise the simple ; the commandment of the Lord is 
pure J enlightening the eyes; the fear of the Lord i$ 
clean ^ enduring for ever ; the judgments of the 
Lord are true^ and righteous altogether. 

While we insist on the absolute necessity of an 
acquaintance with the word of God, we are equally 
convinced it is but an instrument, which like every 
other^ requires a hand to wield it, and that important 
as it is in the order of means, the spirit of Christ 
only can make it effectual, which ought therefore to 
be eariiestly and incessantly implored for that pur- 
pose. Open mine eyes^ saith the Psalmist, and I 
shall behold wonderful things out of thy law. We 
trust it will be your care who have the conduct of 
the School we are recommending to the patronage 
of this audience, to impress on these children a deep 
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eonviction of tlieir radical corruption, and of the ne- 
cessity of the agency of the spirit^ to render the 
knowledge they acquire^ practical and experimen- 
taL In the morning sow your seed^ in the evening 
withhold not your hand ; but remember that neither 
he that soweth, nor he that watereih^ is any things it 
is God that giveth the increase. Be not sjitisfiedi 
with making them read a lesson^ or repeat a prayer. 
By every thing tender and solemn in religion, by a 
doe admixture of the awful considerations drawn 
from the prospect of death and judgment, with 
others of a more pleasing nature, aim to fix serious 
impressions on their hearts. Aim to produce a re<^ 
ligions concern, carefully watch its progress, and 
endeavour to conduct it to a prosperous issue. 
Lead them to the footstool of the Saviour, teach 
th^m to rely, as guilty creatures, on bis merits 
alone, and ko commit their eternal interests entire- 
ly into bis hands. Let the salvation of these chil- 
dren be tlie object, to whieh every word of your in- 
structions, every exertion of yaur authority, is di- 
reeted. Despise the profane clamour, which would 
deter you from attempting to render them seriouS| 
from an apprehension of its making them melan- 
choly, not doubtihg for a moment, that the fear 
of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and that 
the path to true happioess lies tiirough purity, hu- 
mility, and devotion. Meditate the worth of souls : 
meditate deeply the lessons the Scriptures afford on 
their inconceivable value and eternal duration. 
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WMle the pUloioplier wearies hinn^lf with eiid^ 
less speculations on their physical properties aad 
nature^ while the politician only contemplates the 
social arrangements of mankind and the shifting 
forms of policy^ fix yovn' attention! on the individnal 
importance of man^ as the creatore of Gk^d, and a 
eandida|;e for immortality. Let it be yonr highest 
amhition to train np these children for an nncbang. 
ing condition of being. Spare no pains to reeover 
them to the image of God ; render familiar to their 
minds^ in all its extent^ the various brancbes^ of that 
haUnes^j without which none dtall see . tke L&tJL 
Inculcate the obligation^ and endeavour to inspire 
the love of that rectitude^ that eternal rectitude, 
which was with God before time began^ was em* 
bodied in the person of his Son^ and in its lower com- 
muniaitions, will survive every sublunary change, 
emerge in the dissolution of all things, and be im- 
pressed^ in refulgent characters, on the new heavens 
and the new earth, in which dwelleth righteousness. 
Fray often with them^ and for them, and remind, 
them of the inconceiTablc advantages attached ta 
that exercise. Accustom them to. a punctual and 
reverential attendance at the house of God : insist 
on their sanctification of the Sabbath^ by such a dts- 
posal of time^ as is suitable to a day of' rest and de- 
votion. Survey th^m with a vigilant and tender 
eye, checking every appearance of an evil and de^ 
praved disposition the moment it springs up, and 
encouraging the dawn of piety and virtue. By thps 
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muosmbly bc^ ilii^ ttken My they wiU not depart 

We eongratulate the nation^ on the extent of Iha 
efibrts employed^ and the means set on foot, far 
fte imi^roTemeni of the lower elasses^ and especi- 
ally the ehildren of the poor^ in moral and religions 
knowledge^ from which we hope mHcb gbod will 
aearney not only to the paHies toncerned^ but to th^ 
kii^dom at large. These are tiie likeliest^ or ra- 
ther the only expedients that ean be adopted^ for 
forming a sound and virtubus populaee ; mid if 
there be any truth in the figare^ by which society is 
csmpared to a pyramid^ it is on them its stability 
ehieiy depends : the elaborate ornament at the topi 
will be a wretehed compensatioH for the want of 
solidity in the lower parts of the structure. These 
are not the times^ in which it is safe for a nation 
to repose 6n the lap of ignorance. If there ever 
were a season, when public tranquillity was en- 
sured by the absenee of knowledge, that season is 
past. The convulsed state of the world will not 
permit unthinking stupidity to sleep, without being 
appalled by phantoms, and shaken by terrors, to 
which reason, which defines her objects and limits 
her apprehensions, by the reality of things, is a 
stranger. Every thing in the condition of mankind, 
announces the approach of some great crisis, for 
which nothing ean pirepare us but the diffusion of 
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kaowledge^ prdbity^ and the fear of the Lord. 
While the woi;ld is impelled, with such violence,' 
in opposite directions ; while a spirit of giddiness 
and revolt is shed upon the nations, and the seeds 
of mutation are so thickly sown, the improvement 
of the mass of the people will be our grand security, 
in the neglect of which the politeness, the refine- 
ment, and the knowledge accumulated in the higher 
orders, weak and unprotected, will be exposed to 
imminent danger, and perish like a garland in the 
grasp of popular fury. Wisdom and knowledge 
shall be the stability of thy times^ and strength of 
salvation } the fear of the Lord is his treasure. 
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PREFACE. 



1H£ following Biscoursti would sooner have 
made its appearance^ but for cirenmstancss in which 
the Public are too little interested, to render it 
necessary or proper for me to explain them : nor 
should I have adverted to the time of its publica- 
tion, did it not seem strange that, having been 
preached on a public occasion, it should be com- 
mitted to the press more than a twelve month after 
the delivery. 

With respect to the Sermon itself, the author 
begs leave to bespeak the indulgence of his readers 
for introducing sentiments with which they must 
be perfectly familiar, requesting them to recollect' 
tibat, on practical subjects, the most common thoughts. 
are usually the most important, and that originality 
is the last quality we seek for in advice. If it 
have any tendency to do good beyond the occasion 
of its delivery, by reminding my highly-esteemed 
brethren i^ the ministry, of the duties and obliga*. 
tion attached to their sacred function, the end pro- 
posed will be answered. The worthy person to 
whom it was addressed, gave a specimen of his 
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liberality, iu engagmg ine to take so Ua^ins & P&^t 
in bis or4iiiatibn9 ^hea. oar dilTererK^ of seutiiQaot 
pn the sHbject of Baptism was well kiio>YU ; a aub- 
jeet wbieb has, uobftppily, hmxk a freqae^t qe<;ar 
sioa of aliepati^ the pindf pf Christi#oii frpm eai^h 
other. How much is it to be lamented| that the 
Ckrbtiaii world should be ;$o viokotlj agitated bj 
disputes^ »ad 41^^14^ i|itafia^tiqm^ osvpfM*^ wlsi^hy 
it is allowed, in ^fbiUeviBf.way they ai;e; dpcided^ 
do not enter into ike ^sficptials pf CbriatiiM^^ 
When will tbe.time^ arrive, mhm tbe^ diaciples of 
Christ shall conlially jpi^ bftod and Iteart wiptfaall 
who h&ldjtle head^ and no other tc^rms of comninniai 
be insisted upon in any eburf^k^ fiiij; wbai w^ ^^ 
ceAsary to constitnte a real CJkristian. The depa«<- 
tare from aprinoiple so direetly resulting from tk^ 
genius of Christianity,, and so evidently inculeated 
and impjli^ in the aaered Seripturef^ has, in my 
apprehen^on, been pradnctive of iqinita mischief ; 
nor is there room to jin^icip^te theu period, of the 
universal diffusion aiidUrinrnph of .the Christiaii £e^ 
ligion, but in ^n?e(|uenf^e pf. its beii^g cotn^ete](y 
renounced a>Hd abaudoned* . , 

What ean b^ more repugnant to Ule beantifiilideii 
which our Sa^vkmr givef tt« of hi^ chureb,r aa one 
fold under one nhefk^rd^ than. the present aspect of 
Christendom, split into i^eparate: and hostile com- 
municMfi6> fmwniiig defiance on each pUier, whe^e 
jsach erects itself 'upon fapty principieay^^nd felpcta 
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its respedito watch- word of contentioti) as though 
the epiihet of milltaii^ when applied to the ehurcb^ 
wera desigaed to annotiDte, not a itate of eonfliet 
ifKth tlie powers of darkness^ but of irrecooeileable 
fntestliie warfare and oppositioB. But it is neeessa- 
ry to quit a stib|e€t whieh^ thongli paiDfally inten 
estiBg, would necessarily lead to reflections incoft4 
vistent with the litetts of this preface. It may be 
more to the purpose to remark, that the substance 
of the following discourse was d^vereil in London,, 
Mthe anniversary of an academical institution, re. 
cenfly establtshed in the neighbourhood of that me^ 
Iropolis, for educating young men for the ministry 
in the Baptii^t denomination. The imtltution to 
Which we refe^r, is under the immediate superin* 
tendance of the Rev. William Newman. I cannot 
let the preseht occasion pass, of earnestly and re* 
speclfulty recommending this infant seminary to the 
patronage of the religious Public.' There was a 
time, we are tiware, wheti doubts were entertained, 
in some serious minds, of the elegibility of training j0 
young meti fiir the ministry, by a preparatory course 
of study. These scruples, w^ believe, have long 
since subsided, and a conviction felt by intelligent 
inen of all denominations, of the expedienoe, if not 
the necessity, of instructing candidates for the min- 
istry in the principles of science luid literature. 
Leai-ning is no longer dreaded as the enemy of 
piety ; nor is it supposed ttiat the oi'tluidoxy of 
a public teacher of religion derives any security 
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from his professed ignorance on every other subject. 
Along with this revolution in the sentiments of a cer« 
tain class of Christians^ cirenmstanccis have arisen^ 
connected with the more general diffusion of know- 
ledge and the state of society, which render a hi^et 
degree of mental cultivation than was heretofore 
needed^ indispensably requisite. The Baptist de^ 
nomination, in common with other Gbriistttans, have 
not failed to advert to this urgent and increasing 
demand for cultivated talent in their ministers^ al- 
though they have long had ociiasion td lament th^ 
scantiness and inadequacy of theilr means of supply^ 
ing it. To the Bristol Academy, the only seminary 
they possessed till within these few years, they feel 
the highest obligations, for supplying them with a 
succession of able and faithful pastors, who have 
done honour to their churchids : and few things 
would give the patrons and founders of the 
seminary, for which I am pleading, more con- 
cern, 'than the suspicion of entertaining views 
unfavourable to that academy. They respect 
its claim of seniority ; they revere the character of 
its excellent President ; they contemplate, with th^ 
highest satisfaction, the beneficial result of its ope- 
rations, conspicuous in most parts of the kingdom : — 
but they are too well acquainted with the disinter- 
ested motives of its friends and benefactors* to sus- 
pect them of wishing to monopolize the education of 
ministers connected with the denomination. They 
feel as little jealousy of the seminary recently es- 
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eitabUshed in Yorkshire, which has already pro- 
di}ced good fraits, under the culture and superin- 
te^ndance of the excellent Mr. Steadman. Con- 
Tinqed, however, of there being still occasion for 
an enlargement of the means of instruction, and 
haying by the munificence of a generous individual, 
been presented with a^ house and premises well 
adapted to academical purposes, they could feel no 
hesitation in accepting so noble a gift, or in second- 
jng the pious and benevolent design of the founder. 
The institution is yet in its infancy, and subsists on 
a small scale. They look to the smiley of Heaven 
and to the liberality of a Christian Public, and, 
especially to the piety and, opulence of the pro- 
fessors of religion in the metropolis, who have never 
been wanting in the zealous support of institutions 
tending to promote the glory of God and the best 
interest of mankind, for such an enlargement of 
their funds and resources as, seconded by the ef- 
forts of its worthy tutor, shall render it a perma- 
nent and extensive blessing. 

Leicester J December 3i J 1811. 
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SUPPORTS, &e. 



3 CORINTHIANS, IV. 1. 

THEREFORE, SEEING WE HAVE THIS MINISTRY, AS WE 
HAVE RECEIVED MERCY, WE FAINT NOT. 



^S you have requested me to address you upon 
the present occasion, I am persuaded you will deem 
no apology necessary for the use of that freedom 
which the nature of the service to which you have 
invited me demands, combined with those senti- 
ments of high esteem which your character will . 
always inspire. Having, with the accustomed 
solemnities, been invested with the pastoral office 
over this church, you will permit me to remind you 
of the discouragements on the one hand, and the 
supports on the other, which you may reasonably 
look for in your ministerial warfare, as far as they 
are naturally suggested to us by the passage of 
Scripture selected for the basis of our present dis- 
course. 



f 
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If it is necessary for the private Christian, before 
he assumes a religious profession, to count the cost ; 
to the minister it cannot be less so, that he may n^t 
be surprised by unexpected trials, nor dismayed at 
the encounter of difficulties for which he has made 
no preparation. A just estimate of the nature and 
magnitude is an important qualification for the pro- 
per discharge of whatever functiob we are called to 
exert. As you are neither a novice in the ministry, 
nor have failed to reflect deeply on the consequences 
of your present engagements, you will n^t suspect 
'me of attempting, by the hints which may be sug- 
gested, to give you information, but merely to stir 
up your pure mind by way of remembrance. 

I. Let me request your^ attention to the sources 
of discouragement connected with the office you 
have undertaken. They arc such as arise, in part, 
from the nature of the office itself, whidh is ap- 
pointed for the purpose of converting souls to €rod, 
and conducting them in the path to eternal life. 
To you, in common with other. Christian pastors, 
is committed the ministry of reconciliation, the office 
of promulgating that system of truth which is de- 
signed to renew the world, and sanctify (he church. 
TTnder the highest authority you are enjoined to use 
your utmost efforts to open blind eyes, to turn them 
from darkness to lights and from, the power of Satan 
2into God. The bare mention of such an employ- 
ment is enough to convince lis the difficulties atten- 
ding it are of no ordinary magnitude, and to make 
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%jm e^ihivoL rwiik an Apostle^ Wlio is Btijjment for 
these things ? 

1/Tbe micds of men are naturally itidisposed 
to the receptioit of divine truth. The truths of the 
{ospel are not merely of a speculative nature, 
which. need only to be stated with their proper evi- 
dence in order to ensure their success : tlicte are 
in the mind latent prejudices against which they 
strongly militate^ and which^ when excited, natural- 
ly produce opposition. Mankind are disposed io 
think well of themselves, to view their virtues 
through a magnifying medium,, and to cast their 
deficiencies and vices into the shade. Dissatisfied, 
as they often are, with their outward condition, they 
have y^t little or no conviction of their spiritual 
wants ; Imt with respect to these are ready to im- 
agine, with tbe liaodieeans, that they are rich and 
increased m g&tds, and have need of nothing. 
Hence, it is with extreme difficulty they are bronglit 
to acquiesce in ibe humiliating representations made 
1^ the oracles of God, of their native guilt and mis- 
cry. They will readily confers they are not per- 
fectly innocent or faultless : they have their imper- 
fections as well as others, but they are far from be- 
lieving that they are actually under tJie wrath and 
displeasure of the Almighty. They feel, on the 
whole, satisfied with themselves^ and^ by setting 
their suppi^sed good qualities and actions against 
their bad ones, contrive to adjust their account in 



•uch a mamier at leaves a coMWerahle JbtliMe iu 
their favour. On the mercy of GKid tbej fceV W 
objection to profegs their reliance ; deeming it 'in^rfi 
decent^ and even more aaf^ thaft Co el^Uenge Mb 
jnstiee ; hot it is easy to perceive that ilie men^ ^ 
vbiefa they speak^ is of snch a nalart, thai .the|r 
would look upon it as an absnrdKty to suppose tt 
could be withheld. In shorty they are tl^ wliele 
who need no physiciui. 

The gospel presupposes a chaise of guilt; it as* 
somes^ as an indubitable faet^ the nmvaraal 
apostacy of our raee^ and its consequent lmbH<* 
ity to perish under the s^ke of the divkie aog»; 
nor can you acquit yourself of the impotatioil of 
handling the word of* God deceitfully^ if^ frem false 
delicacy^ or mistaken tenderness, you negleet &% 
frequent inculcation of this momentous truth. You 
will find it, however, no easy matter io fasten die 
charge on the conscience $ which, wlieu it seems to 
be admitted, will often amouut to nothing more than 
a vague and general acknowledgment, wkicH leaves 
the heart quite unaffected. To conviuce effikctualfy 
is, indeed, the work of asuperiw agent. 

2. Ti)e very attempt to produce that humiliatttfg 
sense of nnworthiness and weakness, which is es- 
sential to a due reception of the gospel, will fre* 
quently excite disgust, should it termtifate in no 
worse consequences. You will be reproached as 
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ilve iMBMngAr ef evil tidings, mA 8iis|^cted of tak- 
ing a pteasttte in ovevw helming the soul with dark 
and melanefaoly forebodings. By a part of your 
liearers yoa will possibly be regarded as an unnat- 
Wal ebaiaeter^ and as having in your religion a tinct* 
Hire of what is sarage and inhusaan ; in consequence 
at whleh^ they who refase to profit by your admo- 
nitions, will be apt to apply to yon the language of 
the king of Israel, I hate him^ for he always prophe^ 
$ieth evil of me and not good. Of the common apos- 
taey, one ctf the most distinguishing features is a 
stnp^jaetion, an insensibility in relation to whatever 
is of a spiritqal nature, together with a levity and 
carelei»n«s which it requires the utmost effort of 
the Christian ministry to dbpel. 

8. If yea should be suceessfpl in awakening a 
salutary concern in the breasts of your bearers, and 
exciting them to inquire what they must do to be 
saved, fresh diftcultiea await you. The enemy 
will leave no artifice untried to divert it, and to wear 
it off^ by sneh a succession of cares and vanities, 
that as Sinch attention and address will be requi- 
site to mainti^n it till it issues in a saving effect, as 
to produce it at first. There are many, who after 
appearing for a time earnestly engaged in tlit pur- 
suit of salvation, have in consequence of stifling con- 
victions, become more callous and insensible than 
ever, as iron is hardeued in the fire. The grand 
scope of the Christian ministry is to bring men home 
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to Clivisl } bdt ere they amve i&tftir, ,DiQr« J^%I^ 
meroug by-paths^ into whieb those who njre awft^efi- 
ed are. in dai^er of diverting^ and of flndu^^ 4^l4r 
sive repose, without eomiiig as huiable peni^wts^to 
the fodt of the cross. They Are. equally in dangfiri 
of catching at premature consolation^ ai^ of sinkii)^ 
into listless despondency. JVithfidd fhg thi^oaf 
from thirsty said the pi^pbet Jere^iii^ umd thy 
foot from being unikod } bvktthpu $qS4M$ there y(i 
no hope, for I have loved strangers, and after fAain 
/ must go. In the pursuit of eterni^il gopd^ tM |»M^ 
is extremely inconstaut and irrescdute ; j^^ily qc^- 
vailed on^ when the peace it is in qi^est of Is^eli^e^^ 
to desist from further s^/skifg. Puriqg tbft fi^ifif^j^ 
rious impressions, the lights which imveili fuMffii^^ 
often shines with too feeble a ray to produce that 
perfect and plenary coovlcUon which perqEUtsihe 
mind no longer to vaecilate : and the fi^j|cii|atioB pf 
sensible objects, eclipses the powers^of the world 
to come. Nor is there less to be apprehended froflai 
another quarter. The conscience; roused to a j|iit 
8ense of tlic danger to whieli the sinner is- e:3q;^o^ed 
by his violation of the law&of Qod^ is a^t tofldrive 
cansolatimi from this very uneasiness 5 by which 
means it is possible that the alarm, which is chiefly 
valuable on account of its tenden^^y to prxidijiipe a 
consri^ to the overtures of the gospel, may ultimate- 
ly li]U the mind into a deceitful repose. The 
number we fear is not small, of those, who, though 
they have never experienced a saving change^ are 



)^^f nnA^v no apprehensions respecting their states 
merely because they can remember the time wbeA 
they felt poignant convictions. Mistaking wliat are 
Qsually the preliminary steps to conversion^ for con* 
Version itself, they deduce from their former appro* 
hensions an antidote against present fears ; and from 
j^ast prognostics of danger, an omen of their future 
tsafety. With persons of this description the flash- 
es of a soperfitcial joy^ arising from a presumptiofli 
of being already pardoned^ accompanied with some 
slight and transient relishes of the word of God^ are 
substitnted for that new birth^ and that lively trnst 
in the Redeemer^ to which the promise of salvation 
inseparably belongs. Such were those who reeeir^ 
«d the seed into stony ground, and who having 
heard the word of God anon with joy received' it, 
but having no depth of earth it soon withered away. 
Others ende avdur to sooth the anguish of their minds 
by a punctual performance of certain religious ex- 
ercises, and a partial reformation of conduct ; in 
consequence of which they sink into mere formalists ; 
and eonfoonding the instruments of religion with the 
end, their apparent melioration of character diverts 
their attention from their real wants, and, by making 
them insensible of the extent of their malady^ ob* 
structs their cure. Instead of imploring the assist- 
ance of the great Physician/ and implicitly comply- 
iog.with his prescriptions, they have recourse to pal- 
Hatives^ which assuage the anguish and the smart, 
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withottt reaching the seat^ M tonehiDg the (^nrt of 
the disorder. 

Were the ehange/ which the gdsrpel prop<dsea 
to effect^ les^ furidaineiital Hitti ^xtensiye than it 
is, we might the more easily flatter ourselTes with 
%eing able to carry its designs into execution. Did 
it aim merely to poHsh the exterior, to tame the 
wildness, and prune the luxuriance of nature, with- 
out the implantation of a new principle, the eUder- 
takitig would be less arduous. But iti scope is 
much higher ; it proposes not merely to i*eform, but 
to renew ; not so much to impair the motal edifice^ 
«» to build it afresh ; not merely by the rclnonstran. 
ces of reason, and the dictates of prudence, to en- 
gage men to lay a restraint upon their vices, but, by 
the inspiration of truth, to become new creatiireir. 
The effects of the gospel on the heart, are compared, 
by the prophet, to the planting of a wilderness, 
where what was barrenness and desolation before, 
is replenished with new productions. I will plant 
in the wilderness the cedar-treef the shittah-tree^ 
and the myrtle -tree ; Iwilfset in the desert^ thejir^ 
tree^ the pine^ree^ and the box-tree togethef, thst 
they may know, and consider, and understand^ that 
the hand of the Lord hath done this. Although the 
change is frequently slow, and the Spirit of God, 
ill affecting it, may proceed by imperceptible steps, 
and gentle insinuations, the issue is invariably the 
same, nor can any representation do justice to its 
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di^iiy. Bow gireAjt the skill req^idle in iIio«e wild 
ure to be the instruments of producing it ! 
■ ♦ 
To arrest ihe ^tteiitioa of the careless, to subdue 
the pride afid soften the obduracy of the bumalt 
hearty so^ that it shall stoop to the authority of an un- 
seen Saviour^ is a tasl^ wjiich surpasses the utmost 
tSortsof human ability, unaided by a superior powr 
er. In a^tt^mpting to realize the design of the Ghrisf. 
lidQ miuistryy wc are proposing to call the attention 
0f men from, the things which are seen and tem^ 
poral^ totlungs uuseen and eterni^l ; to conduct them 
from a life of sense^ to a life of faith ; to subdue, or 
weakeo at leasts the in^uence of a world, which, 
toeing always present^ is incessantly appealing to 
the aeases, and solicitiiig the hearty in favour of a 
state, who^e very existence is ascertained only by 
testimony. We call upon tbewi to crucify the flesh 
with its affections and lusts, to deny the strongesft 
^nd most inveterate propensities, and to renounce 
the e^joynients which they h^ve tasted and felt, for 
the sake of a hi^pioess ta which, they have no relish. 
We must chug/d^ihem^M thcgr valq^ their salvation, 
9ot to love the worlds who have been accustomed 
lot pake it the sole object of their attachment, and 
to jretura to their allegiaooe to that almighty and in^ 
^|i«yi>le Buler from wbom jthey have deeply revolted. 
We preaent to them, it is true, a feast affat things 
qfwinepn tl$ Ue$ W€flr4^nei} we invite them to 
entertaijQim^&ts more amp|.e an4 exquisite, than, but 
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ftfr &e ^pe1/U bad entered' into the he^trt of man 
to conceive ; bat we addresnoor ifivitationft to mind^ 
fktally indisposed^ alienated from the life of Gud^ 
with little 8et)se of the valoe of hks favoui^ and no 
delight in hh converse. The souls we addres^^ 
though originally formed for the»e enjoy wents^ ami 
utterly incapable of being happy without them, have 
lost^ through the fall^ that right taato and approben^ 
aion of things^ which is requisite for the doe appre- 
ciation of these blessings, and, liite Ezekiel, we pro- 
phesy to dry bones in the \ alley of Vision* which 
will never live but under the visitation of that breath 
which bloweth were it listeth; Tht« iudispositioil 
to the things of God, so radical and ineurabie by^ 
human power, as it has been a fret}uent source of 
discouragement to the faithful minister, so it would 
prove an invincible obstacle to success did. that sue* 
eess depeud upon buman agency* 

IL To thes^ difficulties, whiieh arise froi^ the 
nature of the wovk, abstractedly considered, raudt ^ 
be added, those which are modifiefl by a variety of 
t^ircumsfauces, aud which roi^tf root ^at^^iversity 
of temperii character, aud situatifuiy wliieh prevaik 
iu our auditoi7« To the n^veral ckftsea of whkfei 
It consists, it nnBe^moivjf^TigMlyiiidimietitBKwmri 
of trwth^ ard gioe to m^ry ont ita foHim x^ m$ut 
in due ^aBon. The epideiiie nuilady of our i3».ture 
assumes so many ishapesf aud appfiats under aueh 
h variety of sy mptMis^ tbaltbeae Hptybe tMrnttde^d 



^rtio^ate varieliy in tbe method of treatment ; nor 
will i\m 61^1^ {iirasc^iptiaii sviiti^l cati^s.. A di^'er- 
^t 6e^ of truths^ a ^Sere^nJ^ o^^e of address is;re^ 
qulsit^ to roqsQj^ie careless^ to l|^at dqwti the arfo^ 
ganc^ of a self-justify ing sp^it^ frum wbat ia ne* 
oes^ary to cQinfort tbe lii^pil^le and contrite: in heart j 
nor is, it easy to say, whiji^li we sliould most aux- 
ioti&ly ^^d againtt^ tbe infusion of a falsi$ peaee^ 
or in^amipg tbe woui^U wiiieh we onght to.beaU 
A loose and indiseriniinate manner of applying tbe 
promises and tbreatenings of tbe gospel, is ilK 
judged and perBicious; it hi not possible to c^on^ 
eeive a more effectual m«tbod of dcftming tbt 
^word of tbe Spkit of its edge, Aban adoptii^ tb^ 
lax generality of tepreseatation^ wbidi leaves its 
^arer notbing to af^ly, [Resents no incentive t« 
self-examination, an^ beaidM its utter inefficiency f 
disgusts by the ignorance of human nature^ or tbe 
dbregard to its bests intewats^ it infallibly betrays. 
Without deficeatlii^ ta w^ a muinte specification 
of cireiiBiataiices^ as shall J&ake our addresses per- 
sonal, thajr ought uiiqw«lio«iibly t& be cbaracteris. 
tic, timt ^ iDfimdiflicc^ ofrtJie aiidiefioe may feel t\m 
ha»d of tbe ]nmite|ier searching it^ and every indt- 
Tidual knfav wl^ve to cUssiiimialf*^ Tbe^^pacber 
mh^ aiiM^ at doing good wiil endeayour^ above all 
tbk^^ t^insidatebisbnMfi^ to|)lace eaeb of th^m 
apart; aad.Yefidf»r it impMSiMefiir him toeaeape 
Iqr tma^vkoMiiriif m tha tmmA^ . At tbe day of 



judgment^ the attention exited by ^ surfeiiBlliag 
^ceue^ tbe strange a^peet of nature^ the dissolatka 
of the elements^ and the la»t truni{^ will have no 
other effeet Amn to cause tbe reflections of the ^sin- 
ner to retarn with a more overwhelming tide on bU 
own character, his sentence^ bis unchanging d6sti«> 
hy ; and, amid the innnmerable millioeft who sur- 
round him, he will mourn apart. It is thus the 
Christian minister should endeavour to prepare the 
tribunal of conscience, and turn the eyes of evtry^ 
one of his hearers oii himself. 

To men of diGPerent caste and complexions, it it 
^vious, a, corresponding differeaice in i3m selecti^on 
of topics^ and the method of appeal^ is requisite. 
Some are only capable of digesting the first j^ia^ 
eiples of religion^ on whom it is necessary often to 
inculcate the same lessons^ with tbe reiteration ot 
parental solicitude : there are others of a wider grasp 
df comprehension^ wbe must be indulged with an 
ampler vartety, ai»d to whom ¥iews of religion less 
obvious^ less obtranve, and demanding a more 
▼igoreus ^xeroiw of ttie understandittg, are p^cuU- 
arly adapted. Some are ace^atomed to contem- 
plate every subject in a light so eool and argumm»-r 
tative, that they ar&noteafiily impresi^ with any 
thing wWeb b mA presented in tbe pu^ of reasmi^^ 
hig; nor^apt^ though «ftfm believers in BetelatioUi. 
to be strongly moved by naked assertiiHis ev^n firofn 
that quarter. There are otbei^of aiefterfo^nU 
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fmeit^ who are more oAitily won by tender strokes of 
pattens. Minds of an obdnrate make^ and which 
have been rendered callous by long habits of vice^ 
must be appidled and subdued by the terrors of the 
Lord ; while others are capable of being drawn 
with the cords afhve, tmd with the bwnds qfamam. 
Some we must Ba^e wiihfear^ plucking them out of 
the fire ; on others tee must hqi^ve compassiony mak- 
tHga difference. You will recollect^ that he who 
spake as never man spi^e^ mild, gentle^ insinuat- 
ing in his addresses to the multitude reserved the 
thunder of his denunciations for sanctimonious 
hypocrites. In this part of our ministerial func- 
tion^ we shall do well to imitate St. Paol^ who 
became all things to all mett> that he might win 
some ; combining^ va his efforts for the salvation of 
souls^ the utmost nmplicity of intention^ with the 
utmost versatility of address* 

May I be permitted to remark^ though it seem a 
digression, that in the mode of conducting our pub* 
lie ministrations^ we are^ perhaps, too formal and 
mechanical ; that, in the distribution of the matter 
of our sermons, we indulge too little variety, and 
exposing our pkn in all its parts, abate the edg!^ 
of curiosity, by enabling the bearer to anticipates 
what we intend to advanee. Why should that 
force which surprise gives to evety emotion, deriv* 
ed from just and affecting sentiments, be banished 
from the pulpit, when it is found of such moment 
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tn etery other kidd ^ poblic addteis. t amnot 
but imagiiie the first preachers of the gospel ap^ 
peared before their audience wkb a more free and 
Uttfettered air^ than i^ consistent i;vith the narrow 
trammek to whieh^ in these latter ftges^ discoarses 
from the polptt are confined. The sublime emo- 
lions with which they were fraught, would have ren- 
dered them impatient of such restrictions ; nor could 
they suffer the impetuous stream of argument, ex- 
postulation, and pathos, to be weakened, by di- 
verting it into the artificial reservoirs, prepared in 
iht heads and particnlars of a modem sermon* 
Method, we are aware, is an essential ingredient 
in every discourse designed for the instruction of 
mankind, hut it ought never to force itself ^n the 
attention as an object apart ; never appear to be an 
end, instead of an instrument; or beget a suspicion 
of the sentiments being introduced for the sake of 
the method, not the method for the sentiments. Let 
the experiment be tried on some of the best speci- 
mens of ancient eloquence ; let an oration of Cicero 
or Demosthenes be stretched upon a Procrustes^ bed 
of this sort, and, if I am not greatly mistaken, the 
flame and enthusiasm Which have excited admira- 
tion in all ages, will instantly evaporate : yet no ote 
perceives a want of method in these immortal com- 
posltioM, nor can any thing be conceived more re- 
j»ote from incoherent rhapsody. 
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To ret4)im to the subject : Ivbateveir the mudeiiC 
address^ or whatever the choice of topics, tiiere ara 
two qualities inseparable from religions instroa- 
tion; these are iBanottin€^£FS and w^ection. In tl^ 
most awful denuueiaiioos of the divine dtspteaftUYe^ 
an air of unaffected tenderness should be preserved^ 
tha.i while with unsparing fidtlity we deekre tto 
whole counsel of Goil, it may appear we i^e Miwu 
ted by a genuine spirit of compassion. A hMd an4 
iinfeeling manner of dent>uneing the threateMngs irf 
the word of 6od, is not ottty bm'ba^ous and jnku* 
man^ but ealcuiatedy by inspiring disgust^ to rd^ 
itom of all tiieit* c^eacy. If theiiwful part of our 
message^ which may be stilod the burden of tlis 
Lord 9 ever fall with due weight on our hearers^ il 
will be when it is delivered with a^ tremUkig baad 
and faltering: lips ; and we may then expect then 
to realise its solemn import^ when they perwivt 
that we ourselvei^ are reatly *o sink under it. Of 
whom I have told you before^ said Bt. Piml^ a^ 
DOW tell yon weeding, that they «re the enemies ^ 
the cross ^f Gbi*ist. Wh&t force does that affi&efe- 
ing declaration flevive from these teara ! An idTee- 
ttonate manner insiniiales itself into the hearty ten« 
ders it soft and pliable^ a»d disposes it to imbibe the 
sentiments and follow the impulse of the speaker. 
Whoever has attended ta the effect of addressee 
from the pulpit^ must have perceived haw much of 
their impression depe^snpion this quality, which 
gives to sentiments comparatively trite, a power 
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eiper ^ ndnA beyond what the moftt strikifig tod 
ivig*aftl etmcej^Bs posse«8 without it. 

K«fMr akiftio this^ luul not inferior in importmeei^ 
U i3m^ eeeond quality we mentioned, teriousnew^ 
II it s^QPcely necseesary to remark^ bow offensive 
and utmatural is every viof aticm of it in a religkiutf 
diaeonrae^ which is^ however^ of wider extent than 
ii:getierally imagined; including not merely jesfing, 
INaffbonery; and nndis^imed lervity of ev^y SQrt, hat 
ako whataoeTer in compositkm or manner^ i» ineon^ 
mMi with the supfHisttion of the speaker beiafj^ 
daaply in earnest ; sueh aa sparkling omamente> 
iur^fiiteked ima^s^ and that exuberance of ibw:eM 
srhkh;tt6m» evidently ^signed to gratSTy the faney^ 
iaiber than to tooeh the heart. When St. Paul re^ 
aommends to Timothy, that somni spteeh wkic^ 
mmi&t be c&niBnmei, U is probable he r«fei^ at 
much to tita propriety of the vehicle, as "to the po- 
lity of ^e iflstruetion. Thei^ is^ permit n^ to re- 
mind yoU; a; sober dignity, bolb of language and of 
aentimaiit, suited to the representations of reUgioB 
m all liA variety of topics, from which the inspired 
writers never depart^ and which it will be our wis^ 
dom to imitate. In describing the pleasurea of de> 
. .TOtion^ Or the joys of heaven, there is nothing we^, 
vmekly, or eflSstninate : a chaste severity pervades 
tiietf delinentions^ and whatever they my appeal^ 
-to emanate from a serious imod> aeeustoitied totlm 
contemplation of great objects, wiAoot ever sink- 
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i«g on del* them from isUie^ity, or llHQWras*^ 
supply a deteieucy of interest^ by puerile exagge^ 
mil^Ni^ and feeble ornameiits. The exquisite pro* 
priety of their representations is efaiefly to be aib*i 
eribed to their habitual seriousnesf j and tihe lattec 
4o ^leir seeing thiagt as tbey are. 

' • ' ■ . . * , - 

f : Qai^itig tou($hed on the principal diftenltieft at* 
-teiMUng tkt p^iiUo exereise of the ^mintstry^ it may 
he expeeted sotaetbmg will be said on bis mora 
private functions. To affirm it to be the duty of % 
j^Mitoe to visit Ids people. q/%e^^ is^ perhaps^ affiro^ 
log too mneb ; the more frequently he eonversea 
with ^bem, however, provided his conversation be 
properly eoiulacted, the more will bis person be eo^ 
jde«^5 and his mini^ry acceptahle. The season^ 
ilbla iatrodactioii of rQlisiousJdpiet is often of audi 
admivi^bte use, that there are few ^alitios more 
enviable than the 4aleiiiof teaching from hovise to 
bouse ; though the modem state of manners^ I am 
aware^ lias rendered this branch of the pastoral oC 
Jtee moch more diffii»}U than in former times. In a 
eounify villa^, where there is liiore simplicity^ 
kss ^mlpatmn, and lesa hurry of business than in 
h3^ towns^ prtt4le«4 ^lertions in this kind may bo 
eonaidered as emin^:itly proper and beneficial* The 
axleni to wl^eh they should he carried must he de^ 
twmi&ed by eireuB^ances, without attemp^g to 
prete^H^e any other rale tkin this, that the eooversa^r 
iion of a Chrtatian mkiiiter should be alwaya sucfa^ 



ii is adapted to strengthen^ not impfths tbe iiiipvM- 
pression of bis public instructions. Tbough it is 
not necessary, nor expedient, for him to b6 always 
eonversing on the suJ)ject of religion^ his conver. 
sation should invariably have a religious tendency ; 
that whatever excursions he indulges^ the return 
to serous topics may be easy and natural. The 
whole cast of bis character slnuild be such as is 
adapted tp give weight to the exercise of his minis^^ 
terial functions. On the peculiar force with which 
^e obligations of virtue attach to a Chmtiast 
teacher, the purity and correctness of your own con- 
duct, while it would embolden me to speak with the 
greater freedom, make it less necessary for me to 
insist. Tou are aware that moral delinquency in 
hintf produces a sensation as when an armour-bear- 
er fainteth ; that he can neither stand nor fall by 
himself ; and that it is impossible for him to deviate 
essentially from the path of rectitude, without in- 
curring the guilt and infamy of Jeroboam, w^ho 
is never mentioned but to be stigmatized as he who 
taught Israel ie sin. Be thou an ensample to the 
fiock in faith^ in furity^ in conversation^ in doc- 
trine^ in charity. Instead of ^satisfying ourselves 
in the acquisition of virtue with the attainmentjS of 
a learner, we must aspire to the perfection of a mas- 
ter ; and give to our conduct the correctness of a 
pattern. We are called to auch a conquest over 
the world, and such an exhibition of the spirit o^ 
Christ; as shall not merely exempt ns from eensure| 
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bttt excite td emulation. Ye are the siilt of the earth f 
ye are ike iight of the tt^orld^ skill our Saviour to 
his disciples^ wiiom he Was about to send ft)rth in 
the charaeter df public teachers. As persons to 
M^hom the conduct of souls is committed, we cannot*^^ 
make a wrong srtep Without endangering the inter- 
ests of others ;f i^ that if we neglect to take our 
soundings, and inspect our chart, ours is the mis- 
eonduet'orthe'pilot^ wh6 is denied the privilege of 
perisMng alone. The immoral conduct of a Chris- 
tian ministeris Httle le^s than a public triumph over 
the religion be inculcates : and when we recollect 
the frailty i^f ouf nature, the snares to which we 
are exposed, and the wiles of our adversary, who 
will proportion his efforts to the advantages result- 
ing from bis success, we must be aware how much 
the necessity of maintaining an exemplary conduct 
adds to the difficulty of the ministerial function. 

With the utmost propriety of conduct, and the 
greatest skill exerted in your work, we dare not flat- 
teryou withth^ prospect of unminglcd success. Un- 
der the most judicious method of treatment, the 
maladies of some will prove incurable, and they 
will perish under your hand. While to some, the 
gospel is a savour of life unto life^ to others it will 
pfove tKe savour of death unto death ; and in the 
course of your labours, you will meet with frequent 
d^appointments where you have formed the most 
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sangome expectatioiifiu Some wha did run wbU^ 
icill afterwards be hindered / and of others who 
have clean escaped the poUutions of the world, 
through the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christy being afterwards ent0:ngled therein^ 
the latter end will be worse than the beginning 
Many a Demas, it is pro|>al)le/ will fotfinke yoa^ 
having loved this present world ^ and by maoy. of 
your hearers^ who now evioce the moat zealQw 
attacbment; you may hereafter be consideredi as aA 
enemy, becauae you tell them the U:uth. Ineer^iMii 
instances, your ministry will be attended with con- 
sequences which you cannot contemplate withpnt 
~ deep concern ; for the Sword of the Spirit is ai| 
awful weapon, which will exert, where it faila.if 
inflict a salutary wound, its destructive ed^ 
Against those of your hearers who rcyect your 
message, though now an ambassador of peaee> and 
often a weeping suppliant at their feet, you will 
here long appear a swift witness before G:od, and 
be compelled, by your voice, to exasperate Uie 
accents of vengeance, and augment the vials of 
wrath. Fou are set for the rising amd falling qf 
many in Israel. 

II. JButit is time to turn to a more ploasingpart 
of our subject, and to remind yon of some of the )iup« 
ports by which these sources of di^coimifemetit are 
balanced. 



4. The offlice you hate tindertftken is of divine' 
institution. The unhappy disputes which have 
prevailed in the church, respecting the proper 
channels for conveying, and the legitimate mode of 
resting it, are so far from weakening or perplexing 
the evidence of this truth, that they may be consid- 
ered as so many concurrent suffrages in its favour ; 
ftince it is allowed, on all hands, that the Christian 
ministry is an ordinance of God ; an expedient for 
the improvement of mankind, of his devising, and 
i^upported by his authority. But of that wisdom 
which pervades the works o^ God, the church is the 
principal scene ; to the intent^ saith the Apostle, 
{hat io prfncipaliiies and powersy might be made 
Ithotcn by the churchy the manifold wisdom of God. 
Bence we may be certain that so leading a branch 
of its constitution as that under our consideration, 
cannot fail of being adapted, in the best possible 
manner, to promote the interest of religion ; nor is 
it difBcuU to perceive, that if men are to be wrought 
Upon by reason and persuasion, the setting apart an 
order for the express purpose of instructing them in 
the concerns of salvation, must have a beneficial 
tendency ; an order, be it remenibered, not appointed 
like the priests of pagan antiquity, for the perform- 
ance of ceremonies, but for the inculcation of truth ; 
not to conduct the pomp of lustrations and sacrifices, 
but to watch for souh as those that must give an 
nccount. Nothing similar to this was known in the 
heathen religions ; it is peculiar to Christianity, and 
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eviBcmg ihe simple wisdom of its autlror, is ks m- 
ginal in its conception^ as it is admirable in its ef- 
fects. Its simplicity^ its distance from whatever is 
dazzling in the eyes of mankind^ is one of its high- 
est recommendations; for the Christian minister is 
beautifcilly compared to a fisherman^ who would 
only be embarrassed by those instruments and ap- 
pendages which belong to more splendid but less 
useful employments* 

2. Another consideration calculated to afford us 
encouragement is, that the materials of our work 
are ready furnished to our hand, and, at the same 
time, of a nature admirably adapted to our purpose. 
Our ofiRce is that of stewards of the mysteries of the 
kingdom ; our duty, faithfully to dispense the stores 
which superior wisdom and opulence have provid- 
ed. It is not necessary for us to stretch our inven- 
tion in the discovery of topics and arguments fitted 
to move the mind, and impel it in aright direction, 
which, if we may judge from past experience, 
would be a most unpromising undertakiug. A doc- 
trine, full, pure, perfect, to which nothing can be 
added without debasing its spirit, nothing taken 
away without impairing its proportions, is commit- 
ted to our trust, to be retained and preserved, just 
as we have received it, and delivered to our hear- 
ers in all its primitive simplicity. Like the works 
of nature, while it exhibits, at first view, an impress 
of its author, in the unequivocal character it bears 
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^f purity aad majesty, it improves on a closer exarii- 
inatian, and the more deeply it is investigated, the 
more the wisdom of the contrivance^ in its exquisite 
adaptation to the estate and condition of manMnd, 
bectunes coni^ieuous. As the discovery of a way 
of salvation for a fallen race, of the method by 
which, a guilty and degenerate creature may re- 
cover the image and favour of his Maker, which we 
must ever remember is its most essential character- 
istic, what is wanting to its perfection ? what in- 
formation or assurance beyond what it contains, 
calculated to awe, enlighten, convince, and encour- 
age ? The facts it exhibits, supported by clear and 
indubitable testimony, are more extraordinary than 
ever entered the mind of man in its widest excur- 
sions, combining all the sobriety of truth, with 
more than the gratideur of fiction; and 'the doc- 
trines connected with these facts, by the easiest 
knd most natural inference, are of infinite moment. 
To a serious mind, the truths of the Christian re- 
ligion appear with such an air of unaffected great- 
ness, that, in comparison of these, all other specu- 
lations and reasonings seem like the amusements 
af childhood. When the Deity, the incarnation^ 
the atonement, the resurrection of the Son of God, 
the sanctification of the church, and the prospects 
of glory, have engaged our contemplation, we feel, 
in turning our attention to other objects, a strange 
descent, and perceive, with the certainty of demon- 
stration, that, as the earth is too narrow for the full 
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dtTelopement of these mysteries, tbey arcr deertlned^ 
by their conseqBeaees and effects, to imprecate am 
eternal duration. We are not at all snrpmed jit 
finding that the aneient prophets searched into thes^ 
mysteries with great but unsnceessfol diUgencay 
that the angels d^ira to look into them, or tiiat tki 
apostles were lost in the contemplation of those 
riches which they proclaimed and imparted. Are 
yon desirous of fixing the attcntioa of yoor faearani 
(Btraagly on their everlasting tsoneenis ? No pe^oa. 
Uar r^nement of thought, no subtilty of raaae»in^ 
mocb less the pompous «xa^eratioos of secular elo* 
quence, are wanted for that purpose : you hare 
only to imbibe deeply the mind of Ghris^ to let fab 
doctrine enlighten, his love inspire your heart, and 
your situation, in comparison df other spei^rs, wHl 
resemble that of the angel of the apocalypse, who 
was seen standing in the sun. Diiaw your instroe^ 
tions immediately from the Bible ; tiie m(ire^inmie^ 
diately they are derived from the source, and the 
less they are tinctured with human distinctions and 
refinements, the more salutary, and the more effiea- 
eious. Let them be taken fresh from tiie spring. 
You, I am persuaded, will not satisfy yourself with 
the study of Christianity in narrow jejune abridg- 
ments and systems, but contemplate it, in its ittniesi 
extent, as it subsists in the sacr^ oracles; and, 
in investigating these, you will permit your reason 
and conscience an operation, as free and unfet* 
tered, as if none had examined them before* Th% 



neglMt ^f ibft* pr^neep, too Qfteo^im ^tifiektl 
scareity V 1^)^^^ sdm« erf the choio4^t.pffovt8iiQ8s of 
the bomehi^ ajre lexplddod o^ verlooliied. *t 

Wbeii w« inettlc&te; with so Bmeb tarnfisteieaa^ 
ma aAteniiiui to .the vmuA ef Gbrkt^ as exbibited i^ 
tiie Scripiture«^ lotos^not be midei^toi^ io exeludf 
hh preeejptg^ m* to eontitenftiiee^ fot a moment^ ti^ 
tiMtreqwat ne^toet of Cbvistiaa moMlity* While 
yoo delight Itt4ii»playiag the riches of divine graoe^ 
eoBdpieWQs ki the work of redemption^ as tliA 
gmmd motitet to^love and trait in the Redeemer^ 
yen iit^ill not fbi^get fmqnently to admmiish yo^v 
bearers^ tibat be only lov^h him who keepeth hi$ 
trnfing^; the illustration of which, in their bear- 
ings apod the different relations and eireamstances 
of Ufe, will fofm, if you follow the apostolic ex- 
awple^ a most iniportant branch of ymir ministry. 
Not eentofit with committing the obligation of 
morality to ; the arbitration of feeling, ^ much less 
with fMit^ hinting at it^ as an obvious inference 
from orthodox: doctrine/ ydu will illustrate its prin* 
eiples m\3^ an energy, a copiousness, a fulness of 
detail^ proportioned t^ its acknowledged impor- 
tance, ¥ou will not be silent on the precepts, 
from an apprehension of infringing on the freedom 
of the gospel, nor sink the character of the legisla- 
tor in that of the Saviour of the church. A morali- 
ty, more elevated and pure than is to be met with 
i& the pages of Seneea or Epictetns^ will breathe 



tlnrougfa yoyr sersoom, foimded im abasisy wkieb^T* 
ery understanding eanQompfebeRd, and enforced by 
sanctions^ wbieh notliiiig but the ntmeet stupidity 
can despise-*-a morality of wbich the love of Gkid^ 
and a devoted attaehment to the Redeemery are tha 
plastic sonl^ which, pearva^ng every timb^ aad ex« 
pressing itself in every liBeament of the new erea* 
ture, gi^es it a beauty all ito own. Aait is the 
genuine fruit of just and affectiiig views of divine 
truth, you will never sefer it from its pn^ stoek^ 
nor indulge the fruitless hope^of leading iae$k tp ho- 
liness, without strongly Imbuing tbem with tlie sjpd^ 
rit of the gospel. Truth and boliaess are, in the 
Christian system, so intimately alliedi that the 
warm and faithful inculcation of the one, lays the 
only foundation for the other. For the iUustfatio» of 
particular branches of morals, we niay consult Pa- 
gan writers on ethics, with advantage ; butjn search 
of principles, it is at our peril that we desert tht 
school of Christ: since, we are complete io him, 
and all the moral exeelleqce to which w^ can aspire 
is but Christianity embodied ; or, if we may lie al. 
lowed to change the figure, the impress ^ Uie gos. 
pel upon the heart. The perfection of Ihe Chris- 
tian system, considered as the uiMrument of reno* 
vating the huQian miod^ h the ^foond tonsiderar 
tion. , 

> • 
3. The third consideration to which I would 
direct your attcntipn, i^, that of its^being ^ disr 



^m8ati(mv<^tfae<Spbe^ Xo i)i^ ^be ^4p0&tk}mi)ie- 
dintely fetors » tbe.0oiit^x^ where be ia e<m^ask 
ii^ the (SbmttAH with tJie Je^iiji in^itute^ Wka 
hiah a^muie us M$^ ministers of the ^^w Testa^ 
ment^ not ef Urn htter^ but 9f tite spirit ; for tAj^ 
igUer MUeAf ibut the BfMt gii^elk life^ Bui if ike, 
mimi^r&^ian of ieu^ 4eriU0n and engrtwen in 
^ones mas' glorious^ kott skoM not the imnisiri^iom 
f^th^ sprite h& rmre glorious. From tbis eienm- 
ftlftfiee, be tefiert, the siipCirior dignity of the Ghris- 
ti&ft iniiiii4r;f' The mWncttlnuis gifts inteuded for 
a sign to onbeUe^rs, aad tb itid the gosjml^ d^l^^g 
its first sfepnggle with the powers^^of Pagaft ;^arktte«9^ 
ItftTe long since ceased, wUh the exigency that cal- 
led them forth ;*b!it the renefVing and sauctifying 
agency of the spirit rematos, and will continue to 
the end of time? the express declaration of oar 
B^vlomr not aLd-aiktifig a doubt of its perpetuity. 
J wMl pray tib Father^ and he shall give you 
mMthm' comfbrter. that he may abide with you for- 
BWTy the Sfiirit of truths whom the world cannot 
T^e&inej i^ause iP^eeth him not, neither hnoweth 
fttm, but ye know him, fer he dwelleih with you, and 
shall be in you. To the worlds who, in their un- 
reaewedstfttis, are uiisufi^eptible of his sanctifying 
impress/ be is promised^ ia the preparatory form of 
a spirit of conviction ; to believers, he is promised 
as an indwelling principle, an ever-present Deity, 
who consecrates the hearts of the faithful to be his 
perpetaal abode. Hetice the ministers of Christ 



are not depeinlanii for sntceM on thtifoteav^ im^ 
suasion j not merely the teaehelm of an exleriwd «e^ 
UgioD^ inekdifig truths the most «iMiieatoi»y aad 
duties of the highest obKgatf on ^ tt^y mt& also tkk 
instruments through whom n supernatural agemn^ s« 
exerted. And h^ce, in the conveirsio^of noliW, 1M 
are not to compare the difleoltientobe MiraMiioM^ 
with the feeble resources of hnmdin po^er^ hvi with 
bIs; with whom nothing is ii^possthl^ Tbthia^Ahc^ 
inspired Historian every where direets oar oikm^ 
tion, as alone suAcieot to ae^Mvutit fSor Ahe eig^Ml 
success which crowned the lahoiirs o0 tt%: first 
preachers. If a great multitude iit Antiocdsi ti»m«4 
to the Lord, it was because the hand vf'AeJLm'imaM 
with them ; if Lydia believed, in eoMequf»e0'*^ 
giving attention to the things that were spotMiy ii w«iS 
because the Lard opened her heart ; if Ptol pkmt^, 
and Apollos watered, with success, it wm»: Urn ImMI 
wJio gave the increase j and highly ii8:ihey wse» 
endowed, and though invel^ted with mtdr extensm. 
authority, they did not presnme to const' upon^^angr 
thing from themselves ; their sufficiency*wasjof God; 
As the possibility of such an influence can be doubted 
Iry none who believe in a Deity, so the peculiar 
consolation derived from the doctrine tfaatassertrit^ 
seems to be this, that it renders what was-mefeiy 
possible, certain ; what was before vague and unde^ 
termined, fixed, by reducing the interpbsitkm «of 
the Almighty, in the concerns of salvittoti, to a stai^ 
ed method and a settled law. The communleatioii 
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i^ tito %i6^/ to reader ' thd gogplel dfieaeioa^^ be^ 
6ome#a%tAiidiagoHiiiiaiiee of heaven^ and a full se- 
ewily ftwr lt« llial iiiuBipTi bver every opposing 
pM^t. Mg vsorS^ smd' the Lord by tfae prophet^ 
iikMl mot r^um untame Dc4i^ but BhuH accomplish 
th^ tii^g mJmrewnto I B0M it. At the same time, 
eonHei^le^ as it is by the Tory terror of ihe promise, 
Wkfa the fmiblkEatioft of an ^eKtemal revelation, and 
prdfesBing to set its seal only to tbi& t^stkiony of 
4fosos, it preclirdes, as far as possible, every entbu- 
siastit piN&tension, hy leaving tbe appeal to 8crip- 
tu^B as loll, and wn^inntmllid as if nosueh agency 
were supposed. It is stmnge that any should be 
t^woA to detfy a doctmac so eonsolatoi^, under the 
pretence of its derogating from the snffieieney of 
IBim^eilniWinj when it not only ascribes to it all the 
eAeaey tbai cam belong to a^ instrument, or extef* 
itel mean j but t^oafers the highest honour upon it, 
by marking it oitt as the only fountain of instruction 
to ^bieh the agency of the Deity is inseparably at* 
taehed. The idea of bk immediate interposition 
must necessarHy iniir^ise our veneration for what* 
ever is eoalied»d with it; and let it ever be remem- 
bered, that the internal illumination of the Spirit is 
merely inteided to qualify the mind for distinotly 
percdiviBg, and eordially embracing those objects, 
and no oiher, which are exhibited in tbe written 
word. To dispel prejudice, to excite a disposition 
for inquiry, and to infuse that love of the truth, with- 
out which we can neither be transformed by its power 



S9« 

nor baw to ite dictates^ is the grand icop€f of vpitit^ 
ual a^ncy ; and how this skotiM derogate fram 4]ie 
dignity of the truth itself, it is not easy to coneeive* 
The inseparable alliance between the Spifit ai^ the 
Word secures the harmony of the divine difi^peMib^ 
tions ; and since that Spirit of tmth can ne^^r coa^ 
tradict himself, whatever impulse ke^ mt^- gwt^ 
whatever disposition he may commnniisate, it iOf 
volves no irreverence towards VML divine agetti to 
compai^ his opeHitiims with that stuiding^ revaU- 
tion, which, equally cla.iminghim for its author, ha 
has expressly appointed for the trial of th^ spirits. , 

Let me eartfestlyintreaiyou, by keeping elo».io 
the fountain of grace, to secure a large meaMre tif 
its influence. In your private sttfdies, and in your 
public performances, rfemeiAber your arbMliite ^^ 
pendance on superior aid ? let your convietioa:o{ 
this depe^ndanee become so deep and pnietical tui to 
prevent your attempting any thing in your own 
strength, after the example of St. Paul, who> When 
he had occasion to advert to his labours in the gospel^ 
checks himself by adding, with ineffable modesty, 
yet not J, hni the grace of G0d tluit mas wWt me. 
From tliat vivid perception of < trnth^ that full as- 
surance of faith, which is its inseparable iittendant, 
you will derive unspeakable advanta^ in address* 
ing your hearers; a seriousness^ tenderness, and 
majesty, will pervade your discourses, beyond what 
the greatest, unassisted talent ca,n command* In 



ilie filuoice of your wl^U it will lead you to what 
M iB0st 80Hd and u^c^qI^ wftil^ it enaUefi you to 
Imiidlo ih%m in a Ji^aaner the moat efficacio^a and 
imjHreasite. Pi^s^aed of this eeleatial mictioii, 
you wiU not be under the temptation of neglecting a 
pliain gp9pe} In q^ieat^of amueingapeculations o^r un- 
proftta«Ho no^eltiea ; the most ordinary topiqi will 
pg^n thevitfelves with a freshness ajnd interest^ as 
ttrattgh you liad never considered tbeca before j fud 
th^lkingg^ of ike Spirit will display 4jie|r inexhaas- 
tible 'Vttciety and depth. Y<]^u will pierce the invis- 
ible world ; you will look^ so to speak, into eterni- 
iy, and present tlie essence and cinre of religion, 
while too many preachers, for want of spiritual dis* 
eeFament, rest satisfied with the suif ace and the 
siieli.' It wiU not allow us to throw one grain of 
incense on the altar of vamty ; it will make us for« 
get ouraelvfis so completely as to convince our hear* 
era we do so ; «id, displacing every thing else from 
the attention, leave nothing to be felt, or thought 
ef, but the moj^esty of truth, and the realities of eter- 
nity. 

In proportion to the degree in which you possess 
this sacred influence, will be the earnestness with 
which you implore it in behalf of your hearers. 
Often willyau bow the knee to the God and Father 
of our Lord Jeans Christy that he mU grant unto 
them the Spirit of wi^om and revelation in the 
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knowledge ofhim^ the eyes of their wndentaidimg 
being enlightened^ that they may know what is ^ 
hope of their calling, and what are the riches oftiH 
glory of his inheritance among them thatbeKeve. ' 

On the one hand^ it deserves attention^ that Uiv$ 
most eminent and successful preaeheri of tbe gos* 
pel in different communities^ a Brainerd^ a Baxtw^ 
and a Schwartz^ have been the most consfoenwa 
for a simple dependance upon spiritual aid ; aftd^ 
on the otber^ that no success whatever has attendeii 
tlie ministrations of those by whom this droekine 
has been either neglected or denied. They ha^re 
met with such a rebuke of their presumption^ in the 
total failure of their efforts^ that none will cmiteiid 
jTor the reality of divine interposition^ as fat m tkey 
are concerned ; for when has the arm of tbe Lwd 
been revealed to those pretended teachers of Chrit- 
tianity^ who believe there is no such arm? We 
must leave them to labour in a fleld^ respectii^ 
which God has commanded the clouds not to rain 
upon it. As if conscious of this^ of late they have 
turned their efforts into a new channel^ and, des- 
pairing of the conversion of sinners^ have confined 
themselves to the seduction of the fkithful; in 
which, it must be confessed, they have acted in a 
manner perfectly consistent with their principles ; 
the propagation of heresy requiring, at leasts no du 
vine assistance. 
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^ 4k Let me request you to consider the dignity and 
kftportanceof the profession M^hieh you have assum* 
ed. I am aware that the bare mention of tbese| 
as attributes of the Christian ministry (especially 
when exercised among Protestant dissenters^) may 
provoke a smile : we contend^ however^ that if the 
dignity of an employment is to be estimated^ not by 
the glitter of external appearances^ but by the mag- 
Bitude and duration of the consequences involved in 
its success^ the ministerial function is an high and 
honourable one. Though it is not permitted us to 
magnify ourselves^ we may be allowed to magnify 
our oftee J and^ indeed^ the juster the apprehen- 
sions we entertain of what belongs to it^ the deeper 
the conviction we shall feel of our defects. Inde- 
pendently, of every other consideration, that office 
eannot be mean which the Son of God condescend- 
ed to sustain : , for ITte word which we preach first 
%egan to he spoken by the Lord ; and, while he so- 
journed upon earth, that Friace of life was chiefly 
employed in pnblishing his own religion. That 
office cannot be mean, whose end is the recovery of 
man to his original purity and happiness — the illu- 
mination of th^ understanding — the communication 
of truth — ^and the production of principles which 
will bring forth fruit unto everlasting life. As the 
material part of the creation was foruied for the 
sake of the immaterial ; and of the latter the most 
momentous characteristic is its moral and account- 
able nature, or, in other words, its capacity of vlr* 
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the and of rie^ ; that labdnr e&iniot want H^nlifp 
ifirhicb is exerted in improving man iil bia kigbeti 
^haracjter^ and fitting biim fothin eternal destination. 
Here alone is certainty and durability : fof^ bbwever 
bigbly we may esteem tbe arts and seieitees^ whi€li 
polish oar species, and promote tbe welfi»re Of so* 
ciety ; whatever reverence we may feel> ted oughl 
to feel^ for those laws and inbtitations wbettee it 
deiives the security necessary for ^tmb&% it 'to eft- 
large its resources and dereiope its energte0> we 
cannot forget that these are but the embelHaluMiitil 
of a scene, we must shortly quit— tbe decoMitioM 
of a theatre, from which the eager apeoiatoira and 
applatided actors must soon retire. The end if 
all things 18 at hand. Yanity is insarHied mn 
every earthly pursuit, on all sublunary labour; 
its materials, its instruments, and its objects will 
alike perish. An incurable taint of mortality baa 
seized upon, and wiU consume them we lolig. The 
acquisitions derived from religion, the graces of a 
renoyated mind, are alone permapient. This is the 
mystic inclosure, rescued from the empire of change 
and death ; this the field which the Lord baa bleaa- 
Od ; and thia word of the kingdom, the aee4 which 
alone produces immortal fruit, the very bread of 
life, with which, under a higher economy, the 
Jj^mh in the midst of th« throne^ will feedhiafiock 
and replenish his elect, through eternal agea. 
How high and awful a function is t|iat which pro- 
poses to establish in the aoul nn interim* doittitHon*^ 
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to ilkuniuto ite powero by a celestial lightr-and 
in^odace it to an iotimat^i ioeffable^ and uocbaag- 
ing alliance with tbe Vatber of Spirits. What an 
honour to l^e i^mplojed a9 tbe instrumtnt of coq,- 
dueting that myaterioaQ process by which meo ar^ 
horn of God ; to expel from the h^art the venom of 
tbe old serpent ; to purge the conscience from in- 
?iMble stains of guilt ; t^ release the passions from 
the bondage of corruption^ and invite them to soar 
aloft into the regions of uncreated light aod beauty ; 
i»'^y U^ the prisoners f goforth^ to them that are in 
darkms$f shew yourselves / These are the fruits 
which iSi*ise from the successful discharge of the 
Christian jministry ; these the effects of the gospel^ 
wherever it becomes the power of God unto sal- 
ivation : and the interests which they create^ tbe joy 
which they diffuse, are felt in other worlds. 

In insisting on the dignity •attached to the minis-f 
ierial office, it is far from my intentioii to supply 
fuel to vanity, or suggi&st such ideas of yourself as 
shall tempt you to lord it over God's heritage. 
Let the importance of your station be rather felt 
and acnowledged in its beneficial results, than os- 
tentatiously displayed ; and the consciousness of it, 
instead of being suffered to evaporate in authorita- 
tive airs and pompous pretensions, prailncti a con* 
jpentration of your powers. If tbe ^^leat Apostle 
was content to be a helper of thejoyi williontclaim' 
ifig dominion over the faith of his cnuvct t^, how far 



SQJB 

should we be from advanciag sach a> cUiin. If he 
•erved the Lord with humility and many tears ; if 
he appeared among the churches which he planted^ 
in fear^ and in weakness^ and with mueh tremblings 
we may learn how possible it is to combine^ with 
true dignity^ the most unassuming deportment, and 
the deepest conviction of our weakness and ua- 
worthiness, with a vigorous discharge of whatever 
belongs to the apostolic much more to the pastoral 
office. The proper use to be made of such consid- 
erations as have now been suggested is, to stir up the 
gift which ia in us, to apply ourselves to our work 
^ with becoming resqlution, and anticipate, in depend- 
ance on tht divine blessing, important eSects. The 
moment we permit ourselves to think lightly of the 
Christian ministry, our right arm is withered ; no* 
thing but imbecility and relaxation remains. For no 
man ever excelled in a profession to which be did 
not feel an attaehmeilt bordering on enthusiasm ; 
though what in other professions is enthusiasm, is, 
in ours, the dictate of sobriety and truth. 

5. Recollect for your encouragement, the reward 
that awaits the faithful minister. Buch is the mys- 
terious condescension of divine grace, that although 
it reserves to itself the exclusive honour of being 
the fountain of all, yet, by the employment of hu- 
man ageney in the completion of its designs, it con- 
trives to multiply its gifts, and to lay a foundation 
for eternal rewards. When the church, in the per- 
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ftetioii of beaaty^ uliill be presented to Christy as a 
bride adoroed for her husband, the faitiifal pastor 
will appear as the friend of the bridegroom, who 
greatly rejoices because of the bridegroom^s voice. 
His joy will be the joy of his Lord, inferior in de- 
gree, biit of the same nature, and arising from ih^ 
same sources : while he will have the peculiar hap. 
piness of reflecting that he has contributed to it ; 
eontribnted, as an humble instrument, to that glory 
and felicity of which he will be conscious he is ut- 
terly unworthy to partake. To have been himself 
the object of mercy, to have been the nleaufs of im- 
parting it to others, and of dispensing tke unsearch- 
able riches of Ghrist, will produce a pleasure which 
can never be adequately felt or undetstood, until 
we see him as he is. From that oneness of spirit, 
ftom that inseparable conjUn61ion of interest, which 
will then be experienced in its utmost 'extent, will 
arise a capacity of sharing the triumph of the Re- 
deemer, and of participating in the dielight with 
which he will survey his finished work, when a new 
and fairer creation shall arise out of t^e ruins of 
the ilrst. And is this the end, he will bxclaim, of 
all my labours, my toils, and watchings, my expos- 
tulation with sinners, and my efforts to console the 
faithful ! and is this the issue of that ministry under 
which I was often ready to sink ! and this the glo- 
ry, of which I heard so much, understood so little, 
and announced to my hearers with lisping accents, 
and a stammering tongue ! well might it be styled 
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the glory io be reveahd. Auspioons day ! on 
which I embarked in this undertakings on which 
the love of Christ, with a sweet and saered tioUnce^ 
impelled me to feed his sf^ep and to feed his lambs. 
With what emotion shall we^ who being entrusted 
with so holy a ministry, shall find mercy to be faiili* 
ful, hear that voice from heaven, JELe^oice witd he 
gladf and give honour to him ; for the marriage of 
the Lamb is come^ and his wife hath made kerg^df 
ready! With what raptore shall we recc^ize^ 
amidst an mnumerable multitade, the! seals of our 
ministry, the persons whom we have been the means 
of conducting to Uiat glory ! 

Hence vre discern the futility of the 0fc|ecti<Mt 
against the doctrine of future rewards^ drawa Irons 
an apprehension, that to be actuated by sueh a 
motive, argaes a mean and mercenary disposition ; 
since the reward to which we aspire, in this instance 
at least, grows out of the employment In whieh we 
are engaged, and will consist in enjoyments which 
can only be felt and perceived by a re^Qed and 
elevated spirit. The success of our undertaking 
will, in reality, reward itself^ by the complete, 
griiti&cation it will afford to the sentiments of devo-** 
tion and benevolence, which^ in their highest per- 
fection, form the principal ingredient in future 
felicity. To have co-operated in any degree to- 
wards the accomplishment of that purpose of the 
Deity, to reconcile all things to himself; by redoe- 
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ing them to thc^edienceof his Son : which is the 
ultimate end of all bis works ; to be the means of re- 
corering, though it were but an inconsiderable 
portion of a lapsed and degenerate race to eternal 
happiness^ will yield a satisfaction exactly com- 
mcnsurate to the force of our benevolent sentiments^ 
aird the degirce of our loyal attachment to the Su- 
preme Potentai^e, The consequences involved in 
Bating a soutfr&trt death, and hiding a multitude of 
sins J will be duly appreciated in that world where 
the worth of souls, and the malignity of sin, are 
frily ttnderstdod ; while, to extend th6 triumphs of 
the Redeemer, by forming him iii the hearts of men, 
will produce a transport which can only be equal- 
led by the gratitude and love we shall feel towards 
the Source of all 6Mt good. 

Before I close thi^ discourse, which has, per- 
haps, already detained you too long, let me suggest 
one reflectioB which so naturally arises from the 
view we bate taken of the ministerial office, that I 
cannot think it right to pass it over in silence. The 
consideration to which we allude, respects the ad- 
Tantages possessed by the Christian minister for 
the cultivation of personal piety. Blessed is thif 
man, said the royal Psalmist, mhom thou choosesty 
and causest to approach unto thee: blessed are they 
who dweU in thy house, they will be still praising thee. 
If he Was so strongly impressed with a convic- 
tion of fbe high privilege annexed to the priesthood^ 
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by virtae of its being allowed a nearer approach 
to God^ in the services of the sauctuarj, the sitaa- 
tion of ft Christian minister is njot less distinguished^ 
nor less desirable. It is the only one^ in which 
our general calling as Christians^ and our particn- 
lar calling as men^ perfectly coincide. In a lifa 
oceapied in actions that terminate in the present 
moment, and in cares and pursuits^ extremely dis- 
proportionate to the dignity of our nature^ but 
rendered necessary by the imperfection of our 
state ; it is but little of their time that the greater 
part of mankind can devote to the direct and im- 
mediate pursuit of their eternal interests. A few 
remnants^ snatched from the business of life^ is all 
that most can bestow. In our profession^ the full 
force . and vigour of the mind may be exerted on 
that which will employ it for ever ; on religion, 
the final centre of repose; the goal to which all 
things tend^ which gives to time all its importanee, 
to eternity all its glory ; apart from which man is 
a shadow^ his very existence a riddle^ and the 
stupendous scenes which surround him^ as ineo* 
herent and ubmeaoing as the leaves which the 
Sybil scattered in the wind. Oar inaptitude to be 
affected in any mieasure proportioned to the intrinsic 
value of the interest in which we are concerned^ and 
the objects with which we are conversant^ is partly 
to be asmbed to the corruption of nature, partly to 
the limitation of our faculties. As far as this dis- 
proportion is capable of being corrected, the pur- 
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suits connected with our office, are unquestionably 
best adapted to that purpose, by closely fixing the 
attention on objeetd, which can never be contemn- 
ed, but in consequence of being forgotten; nor 
ever surveyed with attention, without filling the 
whole sphere of vision. Though the scene of our 
labour is on earth, the things to which it relates 
subsist in eternity. We can give no account of 
our office, much less discharge any branch of it 
v«ith propriety and effect, without adverting to a 
future state of being ; while in a happy exemption 
f^m the tumultuous cares of life, our only concern 
with mankind, as far as it respects our official 
character, is to promote their everlasting welfare ; 
our only business on earth, the very same that em* 
ploys those exalted spirits, who are sent forth on 
embassies of mercy, to minister to them who shall 
he heirs of salvation. Our duties and pursuits are 
distinguished from all others by their immediate re- 
lation to the ultimate end of human existence; so 
that while secular employments can be rendered in- 
nocent only by an extreme care to avoid the pollu. 
tions which they are so liable to^ontract, the ministe- 
rial functions bear an indelible impress of sanctity. 
The purposes accomplished by the ministry of the 
gospel, in the restoration of a fallen creature to the 
image of his Maker, are not among the things which 
were made for man: they are the things for which 
man was made ; since, without regard to time or 
place^ they are essential to his perAsetion and faap« 
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pioesfl. How much of heaven is natiirAU; cano^ct* , 
ed with an office whoae sole purpose is to pooductr 
man thither! and what a superiority to the love Qf the. 
world may be expected from men who are appoint- 
ed to publish that disp^^n^ation which reveals it« 
danger, detects its vanity, rebukes its disorders, 
%nd foretels its destruction ! * 

He must know little of the worlds and still less 
of bis own heart, who is not aware how difficult 
* it is, amidst the corrupting examples with which i^ 
abounds, to maintain the spirit of devotion unim-^ 
paired, or to preserve, in their due force and deli-, 
cacy, these vivid moral impressions, that quick 
perception of good, and instinctive abhorrence of 
evil, which form the chief characteristic of a pure, 
and elevated mind. These, like the morning deW|, 
are easily brushed off in the collisions of worldly 
interest, or exhaled by the meridian sun» Hence 
the necessity of frequent intervals of retirement^ 
when the mind may recover its scattered powers, 
and renew its strength by a devout application to 
the Fountain of all grace. 

To the ordinary occupations of life we ar6 ratlier 
indebted for the trial of our virtuQ, than for the 
matter, or the motive ; and, however criminal ii- 
would bo to neglect them, in our present state* 
they can. only be reduced under the dominion of 
religion, by a general intention of pleasing God, 
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pel^ we are eommttnicating that pure element of 
good^ whieh, like the solar light, pervades every 
part of the universe, and forms, there is every 
reason to believe, the most essential ingredient in 
the felicity bf all created beings. 

If in the actual commerce of the world, the no- 
blest principles are often sacrificed to mean expe- 
dients, and the rules of moral rectitude made to 
bend to the indulgence of vain and criminal pas- 
sions, bow happy for us that we are under the ne- 
cessity of contemplating them in their abstract'gran- 
deur, of viewing them as an emanation of the divine 
beauty ; as the immutable law of the creation, em- 
bodied in the character of the Saviour, and illustrat- 
ed in the elevated sentiments, the holy lives, and 
triumphant deaths, of prophets, saints and martyrs. 
We are called, every moment, to ascend to first 
principles, to stand in the council of God and to im- 
bibe the dictates of celestial wisdom in their ^r^t 
communication, before they become debased, and 
contaminated by a mixture with grosser elements. 

The bane of human happin^s is ordinarily not 
so much an absolute ignorance of what is best, as 
an Inattention to it, accompanied with an habit of 
not adverting to prospects the most certain, and the 
most awful. But how can we be supposed to con- 
tract this inadvertence, who are incessantly engag- 
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ed in placiog truth in every possible light; tracing 
it in its utmost extent^ and exhibiting it in all its ev- 
idence ? Can we be supposed to forget that day, ani 
that houvy of which no man knoweth^ who are sta- 
tioned as watchmen to give the alarm^ to announce 
the first symptoms of danger, and to cry in the ears 
of a sleeping worlds ^^ behold the bridegroom com- 
eth :'' or, however inattentive others may be to the 
approach of our Lord, can it ever vanish from our 
minds, who are detained by him in his sanctuary, 
on purpose to preserve it pure^ to trim the golden 
lamps, and maintain the hallowed fire, that he may 
find nothing neglected, or in disorder, when he shall 
suddenly come to his temple^ even the messenger 
of the covenant whom we delight in f 

Men are ruined in their eternal interests, by 
failing to look within ; by being so absorbed in 
the pursuit of external good, as to neglect the state 
of their hearts. But can this be supposed to be the 
case with us, who must never hope to discharge our 
office with efiTect, without an intimate acquaintance 
with the inward man — without tracing the secret 
operations of nature and of grace — without closely 
inspecting the causes of revival, and of decay, in the 
spiritual life, and detecting the most secret springs, 
and sable artifices of temptation ; in all which, we 
shall be successful, just in proportion to the degree 
of devout attention we bestow on the movements of 
our own minds. 
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Men are rained in their eternal interests by liV^ 
Uig as though tbey were their own^ and neglecting 
to realize the certainty of a future account. But it 
must surely require no small effort, to divert our 
attention from ibis trath, who have not only the 
same interest in it with others, but in consequence 
of the care of souls, possess a responsibility of a 
distinct and awful character ; since not one of those 
to whom that care extends, can fall short of salva- 
tion through our neglect, or default, but his blood 
will be required at our hands. Where, in sltort^ can 
we turn our eyes, without meeting with incentives 
to piety ; what part of the sacred function can we 
touch, which will not remind us of the beauty of 
holiness, the evil of sin, and the emptiness of all 
sublunary good ; or, where we shall not find our- 
selves in a temple, resounding with awful voices, 
and filled with holy inspirations ? 

I feel a pleasing conviction, that, in consequence 
of deriving from your ministry that spiritual aid it is 
so adapted to impart, both your piety and useful- 
ness will continue to increase, and by being inti- 
mately incorporated, aid and strengtlien each other; 
so that your profiting shall appear unto all men, 
and while you are watering others, you yourself 
shall be abundantly watered of God. Thus will 
you be enabled to adopt the language oF the belov- 
ed Apostle, That which ice have heard, which we 
have seen with our eyes, which we have looked 
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life^ declare we^ unto you. Thus will you possess 
that unction, from which your hearers cannot fail, 
under the divine blessing, of reaping the highest 
benefit ; for while we are exploring the mines df 
revelation, for the purpose of exhibiting to mankind 
the unsearchable richfs of Christy we are not in the 
situation of those unhappy men, who merdy toil 
for the advantage of others, and dare not appropri- 
ate to themselves an atom of that precious ore, on 
which their labour is employed : we are permitted 
and invited, first to enrich ourselves, and the more 
w« appropriate^ the more shall we impart. It is 
my earnest prayer, my dear brother, that you may 
feed the church of the Lord which he has purchased 
with hiM4)wn tload ; that you may make full proof 
of your ministry; he instant in season and out of 
season ; teachy exhort^ and rebuke^ with all long- 
suffering and authority. Then, should you be spar- 
ed to your flock, you will witness the fruit of your 
labours in a spiritual plantation, growing under 
your band, adorned with trees of righteousness^ the 
planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified ; and 
while neglecting worldly considerations, you are 
intent on the high ends of your calling, inferior sat- 
isfactions will not be wanting, but you will meet, 
among the seals of your ministry, with fathers and 
mothers, sisters and brothers. Or should your ca- 
reer be prematurely cut short, you will have lived 
long enough to answer the purposes of your being, 
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hear^a^ .which will Bot suffer you soou to be for- 
gotten* Though dead, you will still speak j you 
will speak from the tomb; it may be^ in accents 
more powerful find persuasive, than your living 
Voice could command.^ 



* Of this we have a striking instance in the premature death of the 
late Mr. Spencer, of Liverpool. The sensntion excited by the sudden 
removal of that extraordinary young- man, accompanied with such affect- 
ing^ circumstances, has not subsided, nor abated as we are informed^ 
much of its force. The event which has drawn so great a degree of atten- 
tion, has been well improved in several excellent discourses on the occa« 
. aion. The unequalled admiration he excited while living, and the deep 
and miiversal concern expressed at his death, demonstrate him to have 
been no ordinary character ; b^t one of these rare specimens of human 
nature, which the great Author of it produces at distant intervals, and 
exhibits for a moment, while he is hastening to inak0 them up amongtt 
hi§j$wel9. The high hopes entertained of this admirable youth, and the 
shock approaching to consternation, occasioned by his death, will, proba- 
bly, remind the classical reader of the inimitable lines of Virgil on Mar^ 
cellus. 

O nate, ingentem luctum ne quaere tuorura. 

Ostendent terris hunc tantum fata, neque ultra 

Esse sinent 

The writer of this deeply regrets his never having had an opportunity 
of witnessing his extraordinary powers ; but from all he has heard from 
the best judges, he can entertain no doubt, that bis talents in the pulpit 
were unrivalled, and that had his life been spared, he would, in all pro- 
bability, have carried the talent of preaching to a greater perfection 
than it ever attained, at least, in this kingdom. His eloquence appears 
to have been of the purest stamp, effective, not ostentatious, consisting 
less in the striking preponderance of any one quality, requisite to form a 
public speaker, than in an exquisite combination of them all ; whence 
resulted an extraoi-dinary power of impression, which was greatly aided 
by a natural and majestic elocution. To these eminent endowments, he 
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mddedj, from the unammouf testimony of those who knew him best, a hu- 
mility and modes^ ; which, while they concealed a great part of his 
ezeellencies from himself, rendned th^a the more engaging and attrac* 
tiTe, When we reflect on these circumstanocs, we need the less wonder 
at the passionate concern excited by his death. For it may truly be said« 
of him, as of St Stephen, that dewmi men made great lamentation over 
Hm, . Hxf the impresskms produced by the erent nerer be effaced ; aad 
abore all, may it haTe the effect of engaging such as are cmbarlEed i&the 
Christian ministry, to worAr tohUe it ie called t^-day. 
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The regetteratioii and growth in holiness^ of evefy 
Ohristiaii; are to be primarily attributed to tbe ope- 
ration of the Holy Spirit. Without this^ nothing 
ei^ be done or attained^ to any important purpose^ 
in rel^ion. Tonr candid attention is requested 
to a few hints respecting the means connected 
with the enjoyment of that blessed inftuence. The 
numerous cautions^ warnings^ and advices with 
which the mention of this subject is joined in the 
sacred writings^ suffice to show that the doctrine 
of which it treats is a practical doctrine^ not designf- 
ed to supersede tbe use of means, or the exercise 
of our rational powers, but rather to stimulate us 
to exertion, and teach us how to exert them aright. 
^^ If ye live in the Spirit, walk in the. Spirit. 
Grieve uiA the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are 
sealed to the day of redemption.'^ 

The Spirit, we must remember, is a most free 
Agent^ and though he will not utterly forsake the 
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work of his hands, he may be expected to with* 
draw himself, in a great measure, on being slighted^ 
neglected, or opposed ; and as ouf holiness and com- 
fort depend entirely upon him, it is important for 
us to know what deportment is calculated to invite^ 
and what to repel, his presence. 

i. If we would wish for much of the presence of 
God by bis Spirit, we must learn to set a high va- 
lue upon it. The first communieatioo of spiritoal 
influence, is, indeed, imparted wittiout this requl- 
aite ; for it cannot be posseted in any adequate 
degree except by thoie who haye tasted ^ that^ 
Lord is gracious. ^< I am fSMnd nf ^em that 
sought me net.'^ But in subsequent donations^ the 
Lord seems very much to regulate his conduct by 
a rule-^that of bestowing his richest favours whare 
be knows they are most cov^ed, and will be most 
prized. The principle whence divine communica- 
tions flow, is free unmerited benignity ; but in the 
mode of dispensing its fruits, it is worthy of the Su- 
preme Ruler to consult his own ms^sty, by with- 
holding a copious supply, till be has excited i» the 
heart a profound estimation of his gift9» 

No words are adequate to express the excel- 
lence and dignity of the gift of the Pivine Spirit. 
While Solomon was dedicating the temple, his great 
soul appears to have been put into a rapture at the 
very idea that he whom the heaven of heavens could 
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not; contain sl^iald deign to dwell with man upon 
ihe ^rtb. How much more should each of us be 
tnnsported when he finds the idea realized, by hit 
o:wn heart haying become the seat of the divine 
presence* There . are two considerations drawn 
from Scripture, which assist us in forming a con- 
ception of the magnitude of this blessing. 

The first is, that it is the great promise of the 
dinstiatt dispensation, and stands in nearly the 
same relation to us, that the coming of the Mes- 
siah did to pious Jews« They waited for the con- 
solation (tf Israel in the birth of Christ ; and now 
that that event is past, we are waiting, in a similar 
manner, foir the promise nf the Spirit, of which the 
chnreh has hitherto eiyoyed but the first fruits. 
To this the Saviour, after his resurrection, pointed 
the expectation of his apostles, as emphatically the 
promise of the Father, which they were to receive 
at the distance of a few days ; and when it was 
accomplished at the day of Pentecost, we find Peter 
insisting on it as the most illustrious proof of his 
ascension, as well as the chief fruit that converts 
Were to reap from their repentance and baptism. 
^< Repent and be baptized,'^ said he, <^ every one of 
yon, in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission 
of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost : for the promise (that is, the promise of the 
Spirit) is to you, and to your children, and to all 
that are afar off^ even as many as the Lord our 
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God shall call.'> The apostle Paul pltteed it ift « 
similar light, when he tells us^ ^^ Christ has re- 
deemed us from the curse of the law, being mad^ 
a curse for us, that the blessing of Abraham mighf 
come upon the Gentiles :" and in what that bless- 
ing consists, he informs us, by adding, ^^ that we 
might receive the promise of the Spirit by faith.'^ 
On this account, probably, he is styled the Spirit 
of promise^ that is, the Spirit so oFten promised ; 
in the communication of whom, the promises of God 
80 centre, that it may be considered as the sum and 
substance of all the promises. 

Another consideration, which evinces the su- 
preme importance of this gift, is, that, in the esteem 
of our Lord^ it was more than a compensation to 
his disciples for the loss of his bodily presence ; 
so much superior to it, that he tells them, it was ex- 
pedient he should leave them in order to make way 
for it : ^^ If I go not away, the Comforter will not 
come unto you ; but if I depart, I will send him 
unto you.'' Great as the advantages were, which 
they derived from his society, yet they remained 
in a state of minority ; their views were contracted, 
(heir hearts full of earthly adhesions, and a degree 
of carnality and prejudice attended them, which it 
was the office of the Spirit only to remove. From 
liis more ample and effectual teaching, a great in- 
rvease of knowledge was to accrue, to qualify them 
for their work of bearing witness to Christ, and a 
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powerful energy to go fortb, whicli wad to render 
their ministry^ though in themselves so much infe- 
rior, far more successful than the personal ministry 
of our Lord. In consequence of his agency, the 
apostles wereio become enlightened and intrepid, 
and the world convinced. ^^ I have many things 
to say to you, but ye cannot bear them now. But 
wiicn the Spirit of truth is come, he will lead yon 
into all truth. He will convince the world of sin, 
of righteousness, and of judgment.'^ Accordingly, 
after his descent, we find the apostles strangely 
transformed : an unction, a fervour, a boldness^ 
marked their character, to which they had hitherto 
been strangers ; and such conviction attended their ; 
preaching, that in a short time a great part of the 
world sunk under the weapons of their holy war* 
fare. Nor is there any pretence for alleging, that 
this communication was confined to miraculous gifts, 
since it'is asserted to be that Spirit which should 
abide in them for ever, and by which the chnrcb 
should be distinguished from the world. He is 
styled, ^^ the Spirit of truth, whom the world could 
not receive, because it seeth him not, neither know- 
eth him :'' but it is added, '^ Ye know him, for he 
dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.^^ 

As we are indebted to the Spirit for the first 
formation of the divine life, so it is He who alone 
can maintain it, and render it strong and vigorous. 
It is his office to actuate the habits of grace where 
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they ate already planted ; to hold oar mxils in life^ 
and to '^ strengthen as that we may walk np and 
down in the name of the Lord.'^ It is his offiee to 
present the mysteries of salvation ; the truths whieh 
rislate to the mediation of Christ and the riches of 
r bis graee, in so penetrating and transforming a man- 
ner, as to render them vital, operating prineiplesi 
tlie food and the solace of oar spirits. Wathont his 
agency, however intrinsically excellent, tliey will 
be to us mere deadi speculation, an inert mass : itis 
only when they are animated by his breath, that 
they become spirit and life. 

It is his office to afford that anointing by wbick 
we may know all things ; by a light which is not 
merely directive to the understanding, but which s<^ 
shines upon the heart, as to give a relish of the 
sweetness of divine truth, and effectually produce a 
compliance with its dictates. It belongs to him 
<^ to seal us to the day of redemption,^' to put that 
mark and character upon us, which distinguishes 
the children of Ood, as well as to afford a foretaste, 
as an earnest of the future inheritance. ^^ And 
hereby,'' saith an apostk, " we know that we are 
. of God, by the Spirit which he bath given us." It 
is his office to subdue the corruption of our nature, 
not by leaving us inactive spectators of the combat, 
but by engaging us to a determined resistance to ev- 
ery sinful propensity, by teaching our hands to war, 
and our fingers to fight, so that the victory shall be 



tiir9, and.tbe praise bis. To belp the ittftrmi^i of 
sakita^ who know not what to pray for at they ought^ 
by making intercession for them '^ with ^taninga 
which cannot be uttered/^ is an important branch; 
of his office* He kindles their desires^ gives them 
a glimpse of the fulness of God^ that alUcompre^ 
bending good : and by exciting a relish of the bean-* 
ties of holiness^ and the ineffable pleasure whicli 
springs from nearness to God, disposes them to the 
fervent and effectnal prayer which availeth much. 
In shorty as Christ is the way to the Father, so it is 
equally certain, that the Spirit is the fountain of 
all the light and strength which enable us to walk 
in that way. Lest it should be suspected ttiat in 
ascribing so much to the agency of the Spirit, W6» 
diminish the obligations we owe to the Redeemer^ 
it may not be improper to remark, that the tendency 
of what we have advanced, rightly understood, will 
be just the contrary, since the Scriptures constant- 
ly remind os, that the gift of the Holy Ghost is tho 
frait of his mediation, and the result of his deaths 
It was his interposing as ^^ Emmanuel, God witk 
us,'' to repair the breach betwixt man and God, that 
prevailed upon the Father to communicate the 
Spirit to such as believe on him, and to intrust the 
whole agency of it to his hiands. As the reward of 
his sufferings, he ascended on high, and received 
gifts for men ; of wbidi, the right of bestowing the 
Spirit is the principal, that the Lord , God might 
dwell among them. The donation, in every in- 
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fttance, through tbe successive periods of tke 
churchy looks back to tlie death of the Redeemer, 
as the root and principle whence it takes its rise, 
and consequently is calculated to enlarge our con- 
ceptions of his office and character, as the copious- 
nes« of the streams evinces the exuberance of tbt 
fountain. To him the Spirit was first given above 
measure ; in him it resides as an inexhaustible 
spring, to be imparted in the dispensation of his 
gospel to every member of his mystical body, in 
pursuance of the purpose of his grace and the ends 
of bis death. It is his Spirit; hence we read of 
<^ the supply of the Spirit of Christ Jesus," not 
only by reason of the essential union which sub- 
sists between the persons of the Godhead, but be. 
cause the right of bestowing it was ascertained to 
him in the covenant of redemption. 

S. If we would wish to enjoy much of the light 
and influence of the Spirit, we must seek it by 
fervent prayer. There are peculiar encouragements 
held out in the word of God to this purpose. ^^ Ask, 
and ye shall receive; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you." To il- 
lustrate the readiness of our heavenly Father to 
bestow this blessing, our Lord borrows a comparil 
son from the instinct of parental affection, which 
prompts a parent to give with alacrity good things 
to his children. He will not merely supply their 
wants, which benevolence might prompt him to do 
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wHfa respeet i6 & ittranger ; but be will do it with 
feelings peeuliaf to the parental relation^ and will 
experience as much pleasure in conferring as the 
child in receivings his favours. It is thus with 
our heavenly Fattier : he delights in exercising 
kindness to his children* and especially in promot- 
ing their spiritual welfare. He gives not merely 
with the liberality of a prince, but with the heart 
of ft father. It is worth remarking, that in relating 
the preceding discourse, while one evangelist 
makes express mention of the Spirit, another 
speaks only of good things, intimating thai; the 
Cotnmuiiications of the Spirit comprehend what- 
ever is good. Other things may, or may not. be 
ultimately beneficial : they are either of a doubtful 
nature in themselves, or are rendered so by the 
propensity our corruption gives us to abuse them. 
But the influence of the Spirit, by its efficacy in 
subduing that corruption, must be invariably bene- 
ficial : it is such an immediate emanation from God, 
the foundation of blessedness, that it can never fail 
of being intrinsically, essentially, and eternally 
good. It is also deserving our attention, that the 
injunction of seeking it by prayer, is prefaced by a 
parable constructed on purpose to teach us the 
propriety of urging our suit with importunity. In 
imploring other gifts, (which we are at liberty to 
do with submission,) it is still a great point of 
duty to moderate our desires, and to be prepared 
for a disappointment^ because, as we Imve already 
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remarked^ it is possible that the things we are 
seeking, may conddee neither to the glory of God^ 
nor to onr ultimate benefit ; ^^ for who knoweth 
what is good for man in this life all the days of 
his Tain life ?'' But when we present our requests 
for a larger measure of his graee, we labour under 
no such uncertainty, we may safely let forth all the 
ardour and vehemence of our spirits, stn^e our de- 
sires are fixed upon what is the very knot and June- 
ture, where the honour of God and the interests of 
his creatures are indissolubly united. Desires after 
grace are, in fact, desires after God : and how is it 
possible for them to be too vehement or intense, when 
directed to such an object ? His gracious presmice 
is not, like the limited goods of this life, fitted to a 
particular crisis, or adapted to a special exigency^ in 
a fluctuating scene of things ; it is equally suited to 
all times and seasons, the food of souls, the proper 
good of man, under every aspect of Providence^ and 
every change of worlds. " My soul,'' said David^ 
" pantetb after God, yea, for the living Q^A. My 
soul followeth hard after thee : thy right hand up- 
holdetb me." The most eminent effusions of the 
Spirit we read of in scripture, were not only afforded 
to prayer, but appear to have taken place at the 
very time that that exercise was performed. The 
descent of the Holy Ghost, on the day of Pentecost, 
was while the disciples were with one accord in one 
place ; and after the imprisonment of Peter and 
John^ who^ being dismissed, went to their own com* 
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pany. ^^ While they prayed^ the place were they 
vrete assembled was shaken with a mighty wind^ 
and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost." — 
Wten a new heart and a new spirit are promised in 
Bzekiel, it is added^ '^ I will yet for this be inquir- 
ed itf by the Honse of Israel^ to do it for them." 

3. Habitnal dependence on divine influence is 
an important duty. This may be considered as op- 
posed to two things ; firsts to depending on ourselves^ 
to the neglect of divine agency ; next^ to despon- 
dency and distrust. 

When the Holy Spirit has condescended to take 
the conduct of souls, it is unquestionably great 
presumption to enter upon doty in the same manner 
as if no such assistance were needed, or to be ex. 
pected ; and the result will be as with Samson, 
who said, ^^ I will go forth and shake myself, as in 
time past ; and he wist not that the Lord was depart- 
ed from him*" It is one thing to acknowledge a 
dependence on heavenly influence in speculation, 
and another thing so to realize and feel it, as to say 
from the heart, <^ I will go in the strength of the 
Lord God." A mere assent to the proposition, 
that the Spirit must concur in the production of 
every great work, (an assent not easily withheld 
without rejecting the scriptures^) falls very sh#rt 
of the practical homage due from feeble worms to 
so great an Agent : and a most solemn and explicit 



meknowledgment of eetire «lepM4enee sHiy wa« 
tonably be expected^ When you eogl^ m pf ngrer, 
or in any other duty, endeavour to enter upf of U 
with a eerkraa and deliberate reeoUeetiw oC your 
need of the spirit. Let the cans^iHftiees of yoor 
weakness and insnfficiency for every good woi^i 
be a sentiment rendered familiar to yonr minds, and. 
deeply impressed on yoor hearts. 

But while we recommend this, there is ano^r 
extreme against whieb we think it our duty to guard 
you, and that is a disposition to d^pondency and 
distrust. We are most ready to aeknowledge that 
the assistance you need is free and gratuitous, ue^er 
giren to our deserviiigs, nor flowing from any. con- 
nection subsisting betwixt our endeavours and the 
exertion of divine agetiey. The ^irii of God is a 
free spirit .; and it is impossible to coneeive how 
either faith or prayer should have an intrinstc efficacy 
in drawing down influence from heaven. There is, 
however, a connection established by divine voocbr 
safement, which entitles believers to expect, in the 
use of means, such measures of gracious assistance 
as are requisite to sustain and support them in their 
religious course. The Spirit is spoken of as the 
matter of promise to which every christian is encou- 
raged to look : " The promise is to you, and to your 
ehihlren, and to all that are afar off, even to as many 
as the Lord our God shall call.^' Agreeably to Uiis, 
it is represented as the express purpose of Christ's 
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beeemkig & owsefov m, that the ^^ pronise of th^ 
Spltit might come en the Gbotiles through faith.'' 
The same e^t^eetati^ti b justtfted bj the Saviour's 
own 4feelaration^ when ob the last aad ^eat day of 
the feast he stood and cried, ^' Whoever is athirst, 
let him comeanto me aud drink, for he that belie veth 
on me/ ^ttt of bis belly shall iow rivers of living 
water: this" (says the Ervangelist^) ^f ho spake of 
the Spirit, wl»eh they that believe on him should 
receive*^' 

The readiness of the Holy Spirit to commnnieate 
himself to true believers, is also evinced by the tenor 
6f evangelical pi*ecepts t ^' Be ye strong in the Lord^ 
and in the power of bis mighf To command a 
psroon to be strong, seems strange and unusual lan- 
guage, but is sufficiently explained when We refl^ct^ 
that a portion of spiritual power is ready to be com- 
munieated to those who duly seek it : '' Be ye filled 
With the Spirit/' whieh is the exhortation of the 
same apostle, takes it for granted that a copious sup- 
ply is at hand, suficknt to satiate the desires of the 
saints. We are at a loss to account for /such pre- 
cepts, without supposing an established connection 
betwixt the condition of believers and the farther 
eommunication of divine influence. To the same 
purport, Paul speaks with apostolic authority, 
^* This, I say, walk in tlie Spirit, and ye shall not 
JbMl the lusts of the flesh ;" and Jude inculcates the 
4nty of praying in the Holy Gbost^ which would be 
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prayer is a d»ty of daily oceiin*eQee^ tj^ iajmu^an 
iittpliea l^ial it i» ready to beimparted to GhrlitiaM^ 
not by fits and starts^ or at distaat iBter¥al%'bat; m 
a stated regular course. 

For this reasoB^ whea we hear.Gbristiiiaa e^oa^ 
plaiuii^ of the habitual witbdrMUfi&eBt of tbe Bi^k 
vine Presence^ we are nn^ir the necessity of as* 
eribing it to their own fault : noi that we mean to 
deny there is much of sovereignty in this affair^ or 
Aat '^^the Spirit^ like the wind^ bliow>e|h w)i(^ it 
Kstedi/' Birt it should be remeaiberadt we, are 
BOW lidvertmg to the situation of rea4 believers5 wJio 
ate entitkd^ the promise ; iwd thetigh it is proba- 
ble that there* is^ mneh of sovereignty exeneised 
even with respect to thRm^ we apprehend it rath^ 
concerns those influences which are consolatoi^ 
than su^h as are sanctifying ; ihough there is a di^ 
gree of satisfaction mtermingled witii every ej&er- 
cis6 of genuine piety^ yet it is mapifcist that some 
influences of the Bpml tend mofe immedi|J;ely to 
comfort^ others to purification. By some ^e are 
engaged in the fixed contemplation ^f objects whi^ 
exist out of ourselves^ the perfections of GtoAy the 
excellency of Christ, the admirable constitation of 
the Gospel, accompanied with: a deligl^nl eonnee- 
tion of a personal interest Jn whatever comes undar 
our view ; the natural food of whieh is *^ joy nn- 
speakable and full of glory.'' By otters we are 
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itidre immediately impressed with a lastiog mbm 
of our extreme an worthiness, and mad» to moora 
over remaining corroptioB, and the criminal defceto 
ilifaerentin oor best sefrviees* 

In the midst of such exercises, it is possible that 
hdpe may langaish and comfort be rednoed to a low 
ebb, yet the divine' life may still be advancing, and 
the soul grcrvringin homility, deadaess to theworld 
and4he moritfieation of her own will, as the sap 
during winter retires to the root of the plant, ready 
to ascend and'prodnco verdure and beauty on the 
return of spring. This is the^will of "Gkid, even our 
sanctiication ; and though he delights in comforting 
his people at proper seasons^ he is much less intent 
on this than on promoting thdr spiritual improve- 
ment, to which in thisUieir probjatiooary state every 
filing is made subservient. Let us not then con- 
found the d^ay of consolation with the decay of 
piety, nor imagine we can want the aids necessary 
to prevent the latter, unless we have forfeited them 
by presumption, negligence, and sloth. Wtienever 
Christians sensibly decline in religion, they ought 
to cbai^ themselves with the guilt of having griev- 
ed the Spirit ; ttoy should take the alarm, repent, 
and do their fifst works ; they are suffering under 
the rebukes of that paternal justice which God ex- 
ercises in his own family. Such a measure of gra- 
cious assistance in the use of means, being by the 
iMor of the new covenant aicertainei to real Chris- 



601)9 ^<> fittd it wUbbeld 9hp<il4 engagQ tb^min 
deep searebiogs af beart, aad flutke tbett. Cbw le«t^ 
<^ a promise beitig left tbem of eoteri^ faito rest^ 
tbey sbould appear to come short of it.'^ Biit this 
leads OS to observe, in the lastplao^ that, 

4. If we wish to epj^y the light of the Bpif^ 
we must take eare to maiotnia a depwtment suited 
to the character of that Divii^ Ag/^nt^ Whw th<^ 
apostle 9:iLborts.i|s not to^i^iave tbe Spirit of Qod^i 
by which we ar^ sealed tp the day of redemptu>ii> 
it is forcibly implied, that he is soseeptiJI^fi of of- 
fence, and that to oSfiiuA him involves heijiofis iiin 
gratitude and folly : ingratitude, for w^at a, re- 
quital is this for being sealed t^ the day of redemp*^ 
tion! and folly, inasmuch as w^ may fitly say on 
this, as Paul did on . a differeiH occasion, '^ Wh^ 
is he that maketh us glad, but the same^ that ia 
made sorry by us?'' Have we any other com- 
forter when he is wiUidmwn ? Can a sinf^e rs^ 
of light visit .us in his abseneey or c^ wejbe safu 
for a moment without his guidanee and^support ? 
If the impiense and infinite Spirit, by a myfterious- 
condescension, deigns to undertake the conduct of 
a worm, ought it not to yield the most impUcit 
submission? The appropriate duty owing to a 
faithful and experienced guide, is a^ ready compli- 
ance with bis dictates ; and hew much more may 
this be expected<^ when the disparity betwixt tb% 
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purties Id queiitlon is ito Iws than 
laoguAge of the H^y Hpirit^ in describing the 
mmuters of ttie ancieot I^raelitefir^ is awfully moni* 
tory to professors ia every age ; <^ They rebelled^ 
and T^exed his Holy Spirit; therefore he turned to 
be their eneniy> and fought against them/' As we 
wish to avoid whatever is more curious than useful, 
we .shall not stay to inquire precisely on what 
oceamous, or to what extent, the Spirit is capable 
of being resisted : it may be sufficient to observe^ 
it m evident from melancholy experience, that it in 
very possible to neglect what is Che obvious tenden- 
cy of his motioQs, which is invariably to produce 
universal holiness. " The fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joyi peace, long-suffering, goodness, meek- 
ness, geatleness, temperance, faith :'' whatever is 
conti^ary to these, involves an opposition to the 
Spirit^ and is directly calculated to quench his 
sacred influence. 

Vrom his descending on Christ in the form of 
a dove, as well as from many express decla- 
rations of Scripture, we may with certainty con- 
clude the indulgence of all the irascible and malig- 
nant passions to be peculiarly repugnant to bis 
nature; and it is remarkable, that the injunction of 
not grieving the Holy Spirit is immediately follow- 
ed by a particular caution against cherishing such 
dispositions : " Let all bitterness, and wrath, and 
an^r, and clamour^ and evil speaking, be put 
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away from you, with all malice. And be yte ki&d 
one to another, tender-hearted, forgirittg one 
another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven 
you.'' Have you not found by experienee, 4tot 
the indulgence of the former has destroyed Ant 
self* recollection and composure, which are so es- 
sential to devotion ? Vindictive passions surromid 
the soul with a sort of turbulent atmosphere, thui 
which nothing can be conceived more opposite to 
that calm and holy light in which the blessed Spmt 
loves to dwell. The indulgence (^ sensual losts,^ 
or of whatever enslaves the soul to the appetites of 
the body, in violation of the rules of sobriety and 
chastity, it seems almost unnecessary to add, must 
have a direct tendency to quench his sacted infltt<» 
ences; wherever such desires prevail, they war 
against the soul, immerse it in carnality, and ut- 
terly indispose it to every thing spiritual and 
heavenly. *' That which is born of the Spirit ni 
spirit ;" it bears a resemblance to its Author in 
being a spiritual production, which requires to be 
nourished by divine meditation, by pure and holy 
thoughts. 

If you wish to live in the fellowship of the Spirit, 
you must guard with no less care against the en- 
croachments of worldly-mindedness, recollecting we 
are Christians just as far as our treasure and our 
hearts are planted in heaven, and no further. A 
heart overcharged with the cares of this world, is as 
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mmb dts^aUAed for eonverse irtth God, and for 
walking in tbe Spirit, as it wonld be by surfeiting 
aiHi dmnkenness ; to which, by tbeir tendency to 
intoxicate and stupify, they bear a great resem- 
'blance. 

How many, by an immoderate attachment to 
wealth, an4 by being determined at all events to 
become rich, " have fallen into divers foolish and 
hurtful lusts, and pierced themselves through with 
many sorrows ;'' aitrd where the result has not been 
stf signally disastrous, a visible languor in religion 
has ensued, the friendship of serious Christians has 
been shunned, and the public ordinances of religion 
attended with little fruit or advantage ! As it is the 
design of the Spirit in bis sacred visitations to form 
M^ for an habitual converse with spiritual and eter* 
nal objects, nothing can tend more directly to con- 
tract it, than to bury our souls in earth ; it is as inl- 
possible for the eye of the mind as for that of the 
body to look opposite ways at once ; nor can we 
aim supremely at '^ the things which are seen and 
temporal,^' but by losing sight of those ^* which are 
unseen and eternal/^ 

But though a general attention to the duties of 
piety and virtue, and a careful avoidance of the 
sins opposed to these, are certainly included in a 
becoming deportment to the Holy Spirit, perhaps 
it is not all that is included. The children of God 
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are characterized in Scripture hy tbeir bd»g.<'< hi 
by the Spirit:'' Ud^ evidently not impelled^ mr 
driven forward in a headlong course, withei^tefafa^e 
or design ; Imt, beings by the constitution of tbedr 
nature^ rational and intelligent^ and by the influ- 
ence of grace^ rendered spiritual^ they are disposed 
to obey at a touch, and to comply with the gentler 
insinuations of divine grace; they are ready to 
take that precise impression which corresponds 
with the mind and purpose of the Spirits You are 
aware of what consequence it is in worldly concerns 
to embrace opportunities^ and to improve critidil 
seasons ; and thus, in the things of the Spirit, there 
are times peculiarly favourable^ moments of happy 
visitation, where much more may be done towards 
the advancement of our spiritual interest than usual. 
There are gales of the Spirit, unex|^cted influences 
of light and of power, which no assiduity in the 
means of grace can command, but which it is a great 
point of wisdom to improve. If the husbandman is 
attentive to the vicissitudes of weather, and the 
face of the sky, that he may be prepared to take the 
full benefit of every gleam of sunshine, and every 
falling shower, how much more alert and attentive 
should we be, in watching for those influences from 
above, which are necessary to ripen and mature a 
far more precious crop ! As the natural consequence 
of being long under the guidance of another, is a 
quick perception of his meaning, so that we can 
meet his wishes, before they are verbally expressed ; 
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«iiiietl»itg of this ready discerafliedt^ accompanied 
with in^at compUance, may reasonably beexpeet- 
•d firmi thofio who profe€»i to be babitually led by 
ISm Sf imt. ^^ The secret of the Lord is with th^n 
tiMt fear him." Pialm xxy. 14. 

The design of his opieration is in one view in- 
TMriably the same-^tfae production of holin^hs; bat 
ttie J^iaiehes of which that consists, and the exet- 
eise» of mkid which are rendered sabservient to it^ 
arei^rions, and he who is intent on walking in the 
Spmt, will be carefol to fall in with that train of 
ttonght^ and cherish that east of re&ction^ to which 
be is especially invited. For want of more docility 
in tlds respect, it is probable^ we have often scMitain- 
ed loss. Permit us here to suggest two or three 
heads df inquiry. You have sometimes Mt a pecu- 
liar seriousmess of mind, the delusive glare of 
worldly objeets has faded away, or become dim be^ 
fore your eyes, and dciath and eternity, appearing 
at the door, have filled the whole field of vision. 
Have you improvdi such seasons for fixing those 
maxima and establishing those practical conclusions 
Which may produce an habitual sobriety of mind, 
when things appear under a liferent aspect? You 
have sometimes fimnd^ instead of a reluctance to 
pray, a powerful impulse to that exercise^ so that 
you felt as if you could ^ nothing else. Have 
you lilways complied with these motions, and raf- 
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fared notbiiig but the elaims of abciGlate neee^ty to 
divert you froM peuring outyoor beftrte at a tbroBe 
of graee ? The Spirit is said to make iotereemon 
for saints^ with groanings whieh oaonot be ottered ; 
when you have felt those ineflkble longings after 
God^ have yon indulged iliem to the utmost? Have 
you spread every sail^ launched forth into the deep 
of the divine perfections and promises^ and possess^ 
ed yourselves as much as possible of the fuln^s of 
God ? There are moments when the eonsoienee of 
a good man is more tender^ has a nieer and mow 
discriminating touchy than usual ; the evil of Mn in 
general^ and of his own in particular^ appears in a 
more pure and piercing light Bare you availed 
yourselves of such seasons as these for searehiag 
into " the chambers of imagery/^ and while you 
detected greater and greater abominatioiMi^.been at 
pains to bring them out, and slay them before the 
Lord ? Have such visitations effected something to- 
wards the mortiication of sin ? Or have they been 
suffered to expire in mere inetEsctual resolntkras ^ 
The fruits which godly sorrow produced in the 
Corintbians'are thus beautifnlly portt^tyed : " What 
carefulness it wrought in yon, yea, what clearing of 
yourselves, yea what indignation, yea what fear, 
yea what vehement desire, yea what revenge!'^ 
There are moments in the experience of a good man, 
when he feels a more than ordinary softness of 
mind; the frost of selfishness dissolves, and his 



.teift flowa forth ia \m^ to God and his fellow- 
weatures. How earefal should we be to cherish 
such a firame^ aod to embrace the <q^rtoiiity of 
49iibd(iiQg res^sitments^ and of healing those scars 
ttttd woi^ds whtd^ it is seareely possible to avoid 
in passing through this unquiet world ! 

There is a holy skill in turning the several parts 
of Ghnstiaii experience to account^ analoj^s to 
whaA the votaries of the world display in the im- 
provement 4^ every conjuncture from which it is 
.possible to derive emolument ; and though the end 
-fliey^ propose is mean and contemptible, thesteadi- 
BCM with whieh they pursue it, and their dexterity 
in the dioice of means^ deserve imitation. In these 
respects ^< they are wber in their generation than 
the children of light,'' 

So not allow yourselves to indulge in religious 
i^th^ or to gi\^ way to the solicitations of the 
tempter, from a confidence in the safety of your 
state^ or in your spiritual immunities as Christ- 
iiii^._The habitual prevalence of such a disposi- 
tion will afford a much stronger proof of insincerity 
than any arguments which can be adduced for the 
contrary ; and admitting your pretensions to piety 
to be ever so valid^ a little reflection may convince 
you^ that a careless and negligent course will lay 
you open to the severest rebukes. '^ You only have 
I known,'' (says the Lord by the prophet) "of all 



Ihe families of ilie earth ^ tharefbro will I. piuwii 
you for all your iniquities.'^ 

Bemember^ dear bretbres ! we prol^sd a fuM^Uax 
relatioii to God as his children, his iritAe«ae% hii 
people, his temple; the character of that ^Wioiii 
Being and of his religion will be contempUted by 
the world, chiefly through the j»edium of oQr spirit 
and conduct, which ought to display, as i« a mir- 
ror, the virtues of Him who ^' hath called you out 
of darkness into his marvellous light.'' Itiaiitfietlf 
appropriate to the subject of our present i^edita^ 
tions, to remind you that you are '' templet." 5* For 
ye," says the apostle, <^ are the temples of tba 
living God, as God hath said, I will dwell In them^ 
and walk in them, and I will be their God, and th^ 
shall be my people." What purity^ ssaie tity, and 
dignity may be expected in persons who bear such 
a character! A christian should look nppn himself 
as something sacred and devoted, so thi^t lyhat in-, 
volves but an ordinary degree of criniinality in 
others, in him partakes of the nature of sacrilege } 
what is a breach of trust in others, is in him the 
profanation of a temple. Let us, dear brethren 1 
watch and pray, that nothing may be allowed a 
place in our hearts, that is not suitable tp the re- 
sidence of the holy and blessed God. Finally, 
^^ having such great and precious promises, dearly 
beloved! let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness 
of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of 
the Lord." 
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, HaTing tlms endeavouted to lay before you the 
iftMt likely methods of obtaining the communica- 
tiona of the Spirit^ as well as to show the great 
importance of this gift^ we might now dismiss the 
eafajeet^ were we not desirous of first guarding you 
against a dangerous mistake. The mistake to 
which we refbr^ is that of taking conviction for 
conversion, certain impressions of the guilt and 
danger of sin made upon the conscience, for the sav- 
ing operations of the Spirit. These convictions 
are important: it is highly desirable and neces- 
sary to have a settled persuasion of the established 
connection betwixt sin and punishment, and, as a 
natural consequence, to feel uneasiness and alarm, 
in proportion as we have reason to believe our 
sinfs are yet unpardoned. Until we see ourselves 
loMy we shall never truly come to Christ for sal- 
vation. Until we feel our malady, and dread its ' 
consequences, we shall never have recourse to the 
Physician, or be willing to comply with his pre- 
scription. We adjure you, therefore, as you value 
your eternal interests, not to trifle with convictions, 
or to endeavour to wear off religious concern and 
uneasiness, by the vanities of life and* the stupefac- 
tions of pleasure. Regard and cherish them as 
the sacred visitations of Heaven, look upon them 
as mercifully designed to rouse and awaken you 
from a fatal stupor. They are often the harbin- 
gers of mercy. Wherever the Spirit of God is in 
reality, he will convince of sin ; but conviction is 



produced in thousands who still remain destitute of 
saving grace. That influence of the Spirit by whk& 
a change of heart is effected, is essentially differcidt 
from that distress and alarm which may be resolved 
into the exercise of mere natural conscience. Fdr 
a man to be convinced that he is a sinner, and' td 
tremble at the apprehension of wratb to come^ is 
certainly something very distinct from becoming a 
new creature. Real christians have not only per- 
ceived their danger, but have fled for refuge ; have 
not only been less or more troubled with a sense of 
guilt, but, in consequence of coming to Christy have 
fbuud rest for their souls. On a review of yotir 
past life, you perceive innumerable transgressions^ 
it may be, and are perfectly convinced that yon 
have been ^^ walking according to the course of this 
world, according to the prince of the power of the 
air^ the spirit that now worketh in the childr4n of 
disobedience." So far it is well: your apprehen- 
sions are just and well founded^ and your sit- 
uation more replete with danger than you have ever 
conceived it to be. Do not, however, rest here. 
Let the views you entertain excite you the more 
earnestly to press into the kingdom of God. Let 
them engage you to a more diligent use of the 
means of grace ; and, above all, let them lead you 
to fix your hope and trust on the Redeemer, whose 
blood alone can cleanse you from sin, and whose 
intercession is able to save ^' to the uttermost all 
that come unto God by him." (Heb. vii. 25.) Apply 
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to Mm witii handle; faith and urd^nt prayer> and 
tiieugh yjm may be tempted to cherish doubts of 
the extent of bia power and grace^ 9ay with him of 
old, "Lord, I believe^ help thou my unbelief.'" 
X<ay aside, as far as possible, every other cqnfiern ; 
postpone your attention to every other object, till 
you have reason to believe you have obtained mer- 
cjy, ajid are renewed in th|B spirit of your mind. 
Address the throne of G^race with unceasing impor- 
tunity, remembering who hath said, " ask, and ye 
shall receive ; seek, and ye shall find. Him that 
cometh unto me I will in no wise cast out." In all 
your addresses to God, make use of the name and 
interceBsion of Christ, plead the efficacy of his 
blood, and the encouragement he hath afforded sin- 
ners, in his gospel, to return to God. Keep a con- 
tinual wateh over your words, thoughts, and ac- 
tions : keep your heart with all diligence. Gaard, 
with the utmost care, against levity and sloth, two 
most dangerous snares to the souls of men. 

If you ask, how you may know whether you 
are partakers of the special grace of God ; we re- 
ply, This will be best ascertained by its fruUs. 
When you feel a fixed hatred of sin, an intense 
thirst after holiness and perfection, and a delight in 
the word and ways of God ; when you are habitu- 
ally disposed to dwell on the thoughts of Christ 
and heuven ; when the Saviour appears unspeaka- 
bly precious, as " the pearl of great price,'' and 
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you are Imbituftlly ready to part with every thiog 
for hia sake, you may be certain that you are born 
of God. These are the fruits of the Spirit^ which 
Bufficiently demonstrate the influence and presence 
of that blesied Agent Till you have experienced 
eflfects of this kind^ you are in a wretched state, 
though surrounded with all the brightest earthly 
proapects, because you are estranged from Ood, 
and exposed to his eternal wrath and displeasure* 



FINIS. 



^i^_ 






'J 



:y 



f 

t 



1 



RuC'D LO 

MAY E2 1961 






A' 



•VB 33823 



I . 




H5 



UMVER5ITY OF CALIFORNIA LIBRARY 



f 



I* 






